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A Celebrated Writer having given 
it as his Opinion, that, « Non om- 
nis Error STULTITIA eſt dicenda“ 
Every Miſtake is not to be called a 
Folly ; ſo the preſent Writer hopes, 
CANDOUR, in peruſing the ſubſe- 
quent Sheets, will kindly reverſe the 
Obſervation, and ſay, Nor 7s every 
Folly to be called a Miſtake. And the 
Indulgence of the Reader is further 


requeſted 


R E F A c E. 


requeſted to excuſe and correct ſuch 
typographical Errors, as will often 
eſcape the Accuracy of the moſt 


careful Printer and Reviſer: re- 


membering, 


In human works, tho' labour'd on with Pain, 


A thouſand movements ſcarce one purpoſe gain. 


Porz's Eſſay on Man. 
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1 Baron d' Urbin had attained 


that age, when, it is to be pre- 
famed, the ſtormy paſſions are huſhed 
into a calm, or to ſpeak leſs poetically, he 
had more than compleated his ſeventieth 
year; yet, accuſtomed from his earlieſt 
youth to every faſhionable diſſipation, his 
reflections on the various ſcenes of luxu- 


rious pleaſure, in which he had fo fre- 


quently 
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quently been engaged, awakened ſuch 
pleaſing ſenſations and ſo warmed his ima- 
gination by recollection, that theſe lively 
ideas ſtriking on the flint of his memory, 
and from thence dropping on a heatt 
little better than tinder, brought a Kind 
of fire in his eyes which might ſerve to 
remind the beholders of thoſe mountains 
we read of, emitting flames from their 
ſummits, though every other part of them 
is incruſted with ſnow and ice. The 
Baron, however, though certainly old, 


did not in the leaſt reſemble the generality 


of men at his age. He was naturally 


good-tempered, lively, gay, entertaining 
and ever well received in the beſt and 
politeſt circles of Paris—he enjoyed a 


perfect ſtate of health, except now and 
then an unwelcome viſit from the gout 


made him call in the aid of his ivo— 
ry -headed crutch and quilted fattin 
ſhoe, 


FASHIONABLE FOLLIES. 25 


ſhoe, but otherwiſe walked like a man of 
thirty; held himſelf as upright as' poſſi- 
ble, and ſpoke in a loud voice to prove 
his lungs unimpaired—he was likewiſe 
peculiarly happy in a valet-de-chambre, 
who, by his judicious and elegant man- 
ner of dreſſing a large profuſion of fair 
curls to reſemble a ſine head of hair, hid 
many of his wrinkles, took off ſeveral 
years from his appearance, and perfectly 
ingratiated hunſclt into his maſter's eſteem 
and affection. The Baron generally paſſed 
the morning at his toilette; and being 
dreſſed by noon, in the moſt perfect 
etiquette of the faſhion, *he proceed- 
ed in his glittering vis-a-vis to pay a 
circle of viſits to ſome of the moſt 
diſtinguiſhed beauties; and his evenings 
were chiefly devoted to places of public 
diverſion, where, both at the play and 
opera, he ogled, nodded and ſmiled on 
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the actreſſes without mercy. The 
women of faſhion in general received 
his adorations with good humour, diverted 
themſelves with his ſuperannuated com- 


_ Pliments, and thought it an additional 


proof of their charms to ſubdue a lover 
who had been the delight and ceciſbeo of 
their great-grandmothers; whilſt the Ba- 
ron imagined his antiquated affection 
could not fail of inſpiring the moſt flat- 
tering return of tenderneſs and love; and 
when they ſmiled at his extravagant rap- 
tures, he fancied they approved his paſſi- 


on—YWhilſt, ſuch was his vanity, that he 


was not in the leaſt aſtoniſhed at his good 
fortune; but conſidered it as the mere 
irreſiſtable effects and impreſſion of his 
all-conquering perſon and charms, 


FOLLY 
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HE Baroneſs D'Urbin, who had 

Journeyed through almoſt as many 
winters as the Baron, poſſeſſed the fame 
propenſity for gaiety and pleaſure with 
himſelf; and being equally vain, and de- 
firous of appearing young and handſome, 
every art which could either adorn her 
perſon, or make her appear more amia- 
ble and lovely, was conſtantly exerted. 
A tete built by the moſt celebrated hair- 
architect in all Paris, formed in curls 
and ringlets of Cupids and bleeding 
hearts, with a great quantity of rouge, 
and ſome well directed patches, gave her, 
according to her idea, the bloom and 
graces of fifteen ; whilſt a pair of tight 
ſtays, made by the moſt faſhionable work- 


man, drew her flat figure into a proper 


3 roundneſs 
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roundneſs at the top, and ſmallneſs at the 
bottom; a true garriſon hoop hid the 
pointed projection of her bony hips, and 
ſhewed the tin ancle to advantage: thus 
adorned and armed for conqueſt, ſhe 
practiſed a thouſand ridiculous airs, and 
in humble imitation of the god of love, 
her arrows, like his, were equally direct- 
ed to the young and. old, plain and hand- 
ſome. Every fancied conqueſt equally 
-gratified her vanity, and love of umver- 
ſal power; ſhe ſimiled on one, affected an 
air of coldneſs and diſdain to another; 
laughed and whiſpered with a third, 
whilſt negligently reelined on an elegant 
ſopha with a fourth, ſhe amuſed herſelf 
with her guitar or knotting, to difplay 
the ſhowy whiteneſs of her hands and 
arms; and thus employed ſhe would cir- 
-culate the ſcandal of the day, in an half- 

hip kind of whiſpering tone; every now 
x ; and 
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and then biting and pinching her lips to 
give them a more inviting redneſs. At 
length perceiving her conqueſts not quite 
ſo extenſive,” or her flaves ſo faithful as 
her vanity expected, ſhe began to conſi- 

der what could poſfibly occafion ſuchla 
falling off in her powers of attraction; 
but at length turning about, and ſeeing 
at ſome little diſtance her beautiful daugh- 
ter of ſeventeen, in a circle of pretty fel- 
lows, with a form and height, which, whilſt 
it convicted her of her declining age, 
convinced her alſo, that her artificial 
charms had now the misfortune of being 
cruelly eclipſed by this bloom of elegance, 
youth, and beauty; and thus chagrined at 
ſo dreadful a truth, (which, however, ſhe 
would not for the world have acknow- 
ledged) ſhe began for the firſt time to ſee 
the eſſential difference between herſelf 


and 
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and Mademoiſelle D'Urbin; and from that 

moment looked upon her with an envious 

and jealous eye, and was ever horribly out 
of temper when ſhe was under the morti- 

fying neceſſity of making her one of the 
party, either at home or abroad, 


0 FOLLY 
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N imminent danger of being thus 

wholly neglected, the enraged Baron- 
eſs at length reſolved on an expedient 
well known to moſt Pariſian mothers, 
whoſe daughters are either - grown tall 
enough, or handſome enough to claim a 
ſhare in their conqueſts: ſhe inſtantly 
therefore determined on a convent, in 
order to ſequeſter thoſe powerful charms . 
which now began to cauſe her ſo much 
diſquietude ; this reſolve, however, re- 
quired ſome pauſe, and days conſidera- 
tion, to carry into proper execution; not 
that ſhe herſelf ever meant to become 
her frequent viſitor, but wiſhed this con- 
vent to be one of the firſt in reputation, 
that the world might approve her con-- 
duct in the ſteps ſhe was taking, when 
they 
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they came to know Mademoiſelle D*Urbin 
was placed there; and fo gteat was her 
eare and delicacy in this point, that it 
being one of thoſe where young women 
of quality had been uſually educated, and 
one celebrated for the piety and learning 
of 1ts inhabitants, was not a ſufficient re- 
commendation ; ſhe rather wiſhed it one 
of thoſe, where ſome Princeſs refided at 
that time, or at leaſt one of thoſe, that 
had been an aſylum for blood-royal. Nor 
was it long before the Baroneſs had the 
ſupreme happineſs of hearing of one ſui- 
table to her preſent wiſhes; and no ſooner 
had the made the important diſcovery, 
than ſhe inſtantly conducted her daughter 
to this brilliant priſon; and returned 
home, with the moſt perfect ſatisfaction 
at kaving thus at once relieved herſelf 

from ſo very troubleſome a companion 

and rival. | e FAS 

| FOLLY 
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* E Baron expreſſed little or no 
concern at the Baroneſs's return 
from the con vent without Mademoiſelle: 
D' Urbin; having long reſigned the reins 
and entire management of all domeſtic 
concerns, his o n attention (as he thought) 
being more agreeably taken up and amu- 
ſed, than in the dull mechanic obſervance! 
of the conduct of either his wife or daugh- 
ter; and indeed the time of a man of 


gallantry, is too precious to be devoted to 


women ſo: ncarly related to him; he was 
likewiſe at this juncture, for the hundred 1 
and fifty- ſixth time, moſt, violently in 
love; and ſo great was his paſſion, that 
it entirely changed his natural diſpoſi- 
tion. The agitation of his mind was im- 
printed on his very countenance; he be- 
came 
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came grave and thoughtful ; ſighed moſt 
profoundly; ; loſt both ſleep and appetite ; 
and was never happy but when in com- 
pany with the beloved object of his amo- 
rous paſſion. Ihe nymph who had now 
made a conqueſt fo flattering to her va- 
nity, was a beauty of eighteen, a perfect 
Euphroſyne, who lived only to laugh, 
dance, and ſing; and ſo ungovernable 
was her mirth, that it frequently diſplayed . 
itſelf on the moſt ſerious ſubjects: what 
then muſt be its effects on one ſo ridicu- 
lous as her old lover, who conſtantly en- 
gaped in all her whims and caprices, 
with the moſt eager and docile: compli- 
ance ? Sometimes ſhe would ob) ge him to 
run races with her, till he was nearly ex- 
piring for want of breath; at other times 
ſhe would make him dance, till in a moſt 
unbecoming perſpiration; now and then, 
28 if intending to confer a favour, ſhe 
| would 


"ty 


FASHIONABLE FOLLIES, 25 


would entangle her fingers in his hair, 
derange his falſe curls, beat out the 
marechale powder with her fan, and keep 
him in agonies leſt his own few grey 
locks ſhould be diſcovered ; and whilſt 
thus ſuffering little leſs than the torture, 
he was obliged to kiſs the fingers which 
acted ſo maliciouſly ; and often when he 
threw himſelf on his knees to implore 
her conceſſion, ſhe would ſuddenly ring 
her bell, that her ſervants might ſur- 
prize her gallant in ſo comic a ſituation, 
ſo unbecoming his years, and which muſt 
appear to them ſo truly ridiculous, 


Vol. I. B FOLLY 
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| ADAME D'Urbin, in the midſt 
of her affectation, was ſtruck 
with the figure of an amiable Chevalier 
of twenty-two; from daily admiration 
ſhe became partial, and at length carried 
her ideas ſo far as to ſuppoſe herſelf 
actually in love; in conſequence of 
which ſhe redoubled her coquettiſh airs 
and antiquated graces, and became, if 
poſſible, more ridiculous than before : 
the object of her affection was, however, 
far from believing himſelf to be the 
cauſe of theſe repeated oglings, and was, 
in reality, the approved lover of the 
laughing lady, at whoſe feet we left the 
Baron; they had obtained the conſent of 
their friends on both ſides, and waited 
with impatience the day fixed for 
their 
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their happy union. The Baroneſs, in the 
mean time, aſtoniſhed that her ſighs and 
languiſhing looks made not any impreſ- 
ſion on the Chevalier, imputed, with the 
moſt perfect ſatisfaction, his inattention to 

a want of knowledge of the world, and a 
diffidence which would not permit him to 
aſpire to a perſon of her rank and quality; 
ſne therefore reſolved generouſly to declare 
her paſſion; and took an opportunity of 
dipping into his pocket, unobſerved, a 
billet couched in the following tender 
words: * Ungrateful man, do not my 
frequent ſighs and downcaſt eyes ſuf- 
cc ficiently betray the ſecret of that 
« heart which owns you for its con- 
6 queror ? Is it modeſty, or indifference, 
* which renders you thus blind to thoſe 
* ſentiments you have inſpired ? I am 
anxious to know from what cauſe it 
can proceed; be therefore in the 
B2 Mn 
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* King's garden at ſeven to-morrow 
evening, where I will endeavour to 


% convince you that your felicity de- 
« pends on yourſclf, and is greater than 
“ you can entertain mw idea of at pre- 
« ſent.” | 7 


The Chevalier knew not what to con- | 
jecture from the contents of this note 
he was equally aſtoniſhed at the declara- ® 
tion of love, and the manner of its being 
conveyed into his pocket from a prin- 


ciple of conſtancy ſcarcely to be credited; 


his firſt emotion tempted. him to ſacri- 
fice it to his. beloved miſtreſs, but like a 
! true man of faſhion he ſoon huſhed this 
| liberal idea aſleep, and inſtantly formed 
in his mind ſo fair a picture of the 
beauty and tenderaeſs of the writer, that 


he hurried before the appointed hour to 
the place of aſſignation, with the utmoſt 
ſelf« 
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ſelf. complacency and ſatisfaction. After 
taking ſeveral turns in different walks, 
with impatient eyes and haſty ſteps, he 
at length beheld the old Baroneſs ap- 
proach; but fearful, leſt her preſence 
would prevent his enamoured charmer 
and correſpondent from making her ap- 
pearance, he endeavoured to avoid the 
Baroneſs; but every method was in vain 
reſolved. to join him, ſhe accoſted him 
with an affected confuſion, whilſt the 
Chevalier, whole boſom beat high with 
expectation and ſenſations very different 
from thoſe ſhe could inſpire, payed not the 
leaſt attention to. her ſeeming embarraſſ- 


ment z—anſwered all her queſtions with 
monoſyllables only; and unable to con- 
quer or conceal his diſquietude at being 


thus interrupted ſo mal d props, was 
going to leave her abruptly, when the 
enraptured Baroneſs caught hold of his 

B 3 hand 
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hand 1 know (ſaid ſhe) my -dear 
Chevalier, what motive brings you; hi- 
«© ther; it is to meet the moſt tender 
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and faithful of her ſex, who comes 
determined to lay aſide her rank and 
dignity, and gratify your paſſion; 
* and you behold in me the woman on 
* whom your merit has made ſo deep an 


* 2 _ 


< impreſfion,” Aſtoniſhed—mortified, 
and confuſed at this unexpected decla- 
ration, the Chevalier retired with preci- 
pitation, and without power to make her 
any reply; but could not reſtrain from 
the loudeſt burſt of laughter, which the 
Baroneſs heard with rage and indigna- 


tion; yet returned home as perfectly ſa- 


tisfied with her own charms, as ſhe was 


1 


before ſhe made ſo mortifying an experi- 
ment, 
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6 HE expected aſſignation having 
thus ended in a manner ſo little 
conformable to the wiſhes of the Che- 


valicr, he determined to make a virtue 
of neceſſity, and went inſtantly to ac- 
quaint his beloved miſtreſs with his diſco- 
very: her ſentiments not being ſuffici- 
ently refined to be hurt by only an in- 
tended infidelity, ſhe rallied him on his 
conqueſt, and joined 1n laughing at the 
reſemblance of their deſtiny, which had 
favoured them with ſuch antiquated admi- 
rers; after many mutual bon-mots, ſmart 
repartees, and allies of pleaſantry on 
the occaſion, the fair one following the 
natural livelineſs of her diſpoſition, pro- 
poſed a ſcheme which the Chevalier, 
equally malicious, inſtantly acquieſced 


B 4 in, 


only thoughtful and reſerved with her 


charmed with her ſociety; and this he 


would place himſelf the whole evening 
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in, and ſoon after parted ſeemingly on 
as good terms as ever; but how much 
were all their acquaintance aſtoniſhed, 
when in a few days the lady became not 


lover, but was ſeen ſtealing glances at 
the Baron, and often permitted him (with 
the bluſh and downcaſt look of modeſ- 
ty) to kiſs her hands, with now and then 
an opportunity thrown careleſsly in his 
way to urge the paſhon ſhe had formerly 
made a jeſt of? But what heightened 
this ſituation ſtill, and makes it more 
laughable, is, che Chevalier became at- 
tached to the Baroneſs, and ſeemed 


carried ſo far, that when he could not 
contrive to play at the ſame table, he 


behind her chair, converſe with her in 
whiſpers, frequent only the families 
where 
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- where ſhe viſited; and in ſhort, became 
ſo much her faithful and devoted ceciſbeo, 
that he at laſt- prevailed, on her to once 
more give him a private interview at the 
houſe of a Lady whom they both viſited. 
One day, when the old Baron came as 
uſual to pay his court to the idol of his 
heart, ſhe ran to meet him in the anti- 
chamber, © Contrive (ſaid ſhe, in a whiſe 
te pering accent) to. ſteal unperceived 
&« at this hour to-morrow. to my. chams- 
“ ber, I have ſomething of conſequence 
eto impart to you.“ The tranſported 
Baron was unable to anſwer, his whole 
frame ſhook. as if electrified, his voice 
faltered, and he could only expreſs his 
ecltagy by ſqueezing the fair hand he 
held in his: the wiſhed for to-morrow 
at length arrived, and the impatient Ba- 
ron appeared at the houſe of the charmer 
two or three rooms being filled with 

B 5 company, 
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company, ſoon gave him the wiſhed for 
opportunity to go unnoticed to the cham- 
ber, which he entered on tip toe, and 
with the utmoſt precaution and gentle- 


neſs, ſhut the door; the ſhutters were 
half cloſed, the curtains entirely drawn 
down, and a kind of glimmering light 
ſeemed to ioſpire temerity in the lover, 
and ſpare the bluſhes of the lady. The 
obſcurity. redoubled the hopes of the 
Baron, who, on perceiving his miſtreſs 
reclined on a ſopha, approached; and, in 
defiance of gout, rheumatiſm, and tre- 
mulous old age, threw himſelf on his 
knees before her. She ſighed moſt pro- 
foundly, yet intimidated (as he ſuppoſed) 
by the novelty of her ſituation with ſo 
enterpriſing a lover, ſhe continued ſilent, 
whilſt he in raptures at her condeſcen- 
ſion, took her hand and beſtowed on it 
the moſt lively careſſes; at length, re- 

clining 
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clining her head upon his ſhoulder, * Ah ! 
« (faid ſhe, in a low voice) beloved Che- 
valier, I adore you.” The Baron, aſto- 
niſhed and ſurprized, was almoſt annj- 
hilated at this appellation; but recollect- 
ing himſelf, was fearful her agitation of 
mind had ſomewhat diſordered her in- 
tellects. To ſooth her terror, he fond- 
ly took her in his arms, and was 
going to repeat his vows of everlaſting 
love and fidelity, when the door flew 
open with a violent noiſe, a crowd of 
company ruſhed in, the ſhutters were 
opened, the curtains drawn up by an in- 
viſible hand, and diſcovered to the Baron, 
fondly encircled in his arms, his antiqua- 
ted wife in an elegant diſhabille, adorned 
with a profuſion of rofe coloured ribbon. 
Never did the head of Meduſa produce 
a more inſtantaneous petrefaction, or 
form two more expreſſive ſtatues of ſur- 
priſe, than thoſe of the huſband and 
B 6 wite? 
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wife, who found themſelves ſo near 
when they believed themſelves ſo very 
diſtant from each other. Behold, 
« Ladies and Gentlemen, (faid a wit 
© of the company) a rare though im- 
6 prudent example of conjugal tender- 
ce neſs in a couple, who, though for 
© many years united in the cloſeſt of all 
ce ties, yet ſtill continue to love with 
c ſuch paſſion as to retire even at the 
et houſe of a friend, renounce the charms 
ac of an elegant aſſembly, and find not 
« any pleaſure but in ſolitude, and the 
« ſociety of each other,” The laugh 
was univerſal, except on the part of 
the unfortunate pair, at whoſe expence it 
was raiſed ; and they retired in confuſion 
amidſt the jibes and jeſts of their ac- 
quaintance, whoſe follies, were they 
equally held up, might perhaps be as 
laughable as thoſe of the preſent objects 


of their mirth and ridicule. 
3:43 1,4 X 
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ET us now return to the convent, 
and ſee in what manner Mademoi- 
ſelle D'Urbin paſſed her time, in a ſitua- 
tion ſo entirely new to her, and the no- 


velty by no means a pleaſing one, as 
there cannot poſſibly be a greater misfor-. 
tune to a young female, juſt flattered into 
beauty, than to have none but her own 
ſex the inſipid witneſſes to the improve- 
ment of her charms ; and the brighteſt 
eyes have not the leaſt influence over 
black veils and white forehead cloths. 
Mademoiſelle D*Urbin had the ſevere 
mortification of proving the truth of this 
aſſertion ; and her uſual ſpirits became 
ſo depreſſed by this total ſecluſion from 
the world, that ſhe loſt all chearfulneſs, 


health, and appetite, for ſeveral weeks; 
but 
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but at length a deſire of amuſement and 
the love for miſchief getting the better 
of her dejection, ſhe formed a charitable 
deſign of diverting herſelf by tormenting 
the nuns, and inſtantly practiſed every 
device, art and imagination could ſug- 
geſt; and being ſecure of the aſſiſtance 
of every boarder in the convent in this 
laudable undertaking, ſhe committed 
perpetual thefts and depredations in the 
fruit garden, till at laſt her frequent 
plunders had reduced them to deſpair ; 
the garden to a deſart; and the holy di- 
rectors of their conſcience went ſighing 
home without any proſpect of their deſert 
for their ſummer, or ſweetmeats for 
their winter collation. In ſhort, it would 
be tedious to enumerate half the whimſi- 
cal tricks ſhe. played them; I ſhall 
therefore confine myſelf to one, as it 


was of a ſingular nature, and the poor 
nuns 
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nuns conſidered it as ſo truly wicked and 
abominable, that they concluded it could 
only have been inſpired by the very 
demon of miſchief. Any perſon who has 
the leaſt knowledge of the auſterities im- 
poſed on the nuns who profeſs exemplary 
piety, cannot be a ſtranger to the well- 
known cuſtom of their aſſembling once 
in the week, to give themſelves the diſci- 
pline; and that the hour for this awful 
ceremory is in the night; the place a 
large hall; where they are no ſooner met 
together than the lights are put out, and 
uncovering their ſhoulders, they wait in 
ſolemn ſilence and mental ejaculation the 
ſignal to begin a penance, ſo entirely 
repugnant to human nature. One night 
when they were met on this occaſion, 
and the nuns were executing their pen- 
nance with a moſt fervent and aſtoniſhing 
zeal, whilſt the blows reſounding through 
the bine roof filled the devout ſoul 


with 
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with holy horror, and made the timid f 
rejoice in darkneſs, leſt the blood trick- 
ling from their wounds ſhould ſhock the 
eye of humanity; juft in the midſt of 
this dreadful ſcene (when the blows were 
the loudeſt, and ſighs and growns iſſued 
from every ſufferer's boſom) on a ſudden, 
to the conſternation of all preſent, ſeveral 
pieces of wax lights, forming a kind of 
chandelier, were let down at once through 
a ſky light at the top of the hall, by 
which a myſtery, never intended to be 
revealed, was diſcovered, and theſe devout 
enthuſiaſts, or rather impoſtors, were 
beheld ſtriking the molt terrible blows on 
the walls, pillars, and even on the ſeats 
which ſurrounded them; but their on 
ſhoulders untouched. A diſcovery this, 
the more diſtreſſing, as the ſecret had been 
| hitherto ſafely kept, and the, convent 
renowned for ſanctity and devotion from 
its firſt inſtitution, 
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AVING thus diſpoſed of Ma- 
demoiſelle D'Urbin, the old Ba- 


; roneſs began to paſs her time more plea- 
ſantly, and thought herſelf ſo much 
more attended to by the men than when 
her rival daughter was preſent, that.ſhe 
ſincerely regretted her refidence at the 
convent could be only temporary; and 


that her fortune was too large for the Ba» 


ton to conſent to her ever taking the veil: 


2 s it was therefore impoſſible to hope ſhe 


ſhould ever ſeclude Mademoiſelle D'Ur-. 
bin entirely from the world, ſhe deter- 
mined to marry her as ſoon as poſſible, 
j to avoid the diſagreeable neceſſity of her 
again becoming her companion at her re- 
| turn, A change of name would, ſhe 
7 flattered herſelf, render their relationſhip. 


leſs 


lj 
1 
1 
{010 
1 
f 
in 
il 


4 FASHIONABLE FOLLIES. 


leſs conſpicuous, as it was to be preſum- | 
ed (being both well-bred women) they 
might then meet in the ſame parties 
without ever being ſuſpected to be mo- 
ther and daughter. Full of this idea, 
ſhe began to look round on the young 
men of faſhion for a proper huſband for *' 
Mademoiſelle D'Urbin; and hearing from 
a friend that the Marquis D'Illois in- 
tended to marry, ſhe contrived the very : 
next day to have propoſals made to him 


for her daughter. The Marquis having been 


long the favourite of all thoſe faſhionable ? 
women whoſe good gracts are the pride 


of fools, and deſpiſed by men of ſenſe, } 


fancied himſelf wearied in the labyriath 
of folly, and was reſolved to exchange 
the flowery bands of love for the ada- 
mantine fetters of Hymen : he was not 2 
ſtranger to the fortune and connections 
of the Baron, and received theſe advan- 

ces 


that the 


FASHIONABLE FOLLIES. 43 


ces with tranſport, Mademoiſelle D'Ur- 
bin was likewiſe, on her part, perfectly 
} overjoyed when ſhe was informed of the 
7 Baroneſs her mother's determination: 
7 ſhe had fo often talked with her young 
7] companions on marriage, that ſhe longed 
very ſincerely for the day that would at 
once ſet her at liberty from the convent, 


and render her miſtreſs of her own 


actions. On the meeting of the Mar- 


quis and the Baron, every thing ſeemed 
to concur to favour her wiſhes; the rent 
roll of the Marquis anſwered every paren- 
tal expectation, and the demanded ſet- 


tlement was moſt readily agreed to on 
his part; in ſhort, this important affair 
was nearly brought to a concluſion be- 
fore they ever recollected that one eſ- 
ſential point had been neglected, and 
future huſband and wife 
had as yet never ſeen each other: 

tus, 


this, however, was 4 trifle eaſily rectified, | | 
as it was impoſſible either of them 
could form the leaſt objection to ſo eli- 


gible a plan; for any woman who, had 


youth, beauty, fortune, and novelty, muſt 


be approved by the Marquis: and BE | 1 


Baroneſs well knew her daughter would 
' marry any man for title, equipage, and 
liberty. It was therefore agreed, by both | 


quite ſufficient if for form fake the young 
people vere introduced to each other the 


evening before her: were to be united for 
life. | 
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'| HE Marquis D'Illois, to whom 
| the hand of Mademoiſelle D*Urbin 
' was deſtined, reſembled, in the mere out- 
lines of his character, moſt other young 
4 noblemen: his faſhionable follies were 
4 his principal merit; and to ornament his 
perſon with taſte and elegance, his con- 
tant attention and daily ſtudy; he fre- 
auented every place of publie amuſe- 
ment as well as privatc aſſembly, and 
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&vith an air of ſmiling ſelf. ſatisfaction, ex- 


Hhibiced| his dreſs, rings, ſnuffbox, and 


Aouble repeaters, with all the faſhionable 
ö graces of inſignificance; he profeſt the art 


pf dazzling the underſtanding by the volu- 


Þility of his converſation and rapidity of 
His eloquence; and though he every dayre- 
Peated the ſame things on the ſame ſubjects, 
1 yet 


* 
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yet they were uttered fo gracefully, and 
in terms ſo varied, that thoſe who heard 
them ſcarce obſerved they were but a re- 
petition of what they had heard the day 
before; he was beſides complete maſter Þ 
of that rotation of unmeaning words, or 
faſhionable jargon, which may properly 
be called the technical terms of po- 
lite ſociety ; yet, in the midſt of abſur- 
dities and - inconſiſtency, the diſcerning * 
eye accuſtomed | to read the human 
heart, might have traced that this was 
not the real character of the Marquis, | | 
and that he was not formed by nature to 
be the contemptible being he thus ſtrange- 
ly affected, but had for his innate prin-Y, 
ciples ſo much honor, humanity, grati- 
titude, and benevolence, that he was? 
aſhamed of his diſpoſition ; yet having} 
been early. initiated into life, theſe f 
vulgarities were ſoon Werne ; and 
at 


— As 
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gat the time Mademoiſelle D'Urbin 
was propoſed to him, he was become 
[ ſuch an adept in diſſipation, that he had 
| very few ſuch ſtruggles to combat with; 
he piqued himſelf (contradictory as it 
may appear) on taſte and knowledge; 
N but it was impoſſible to determine 
what was his peculiar talent; for ſuch 
were the variety and mutability of his 
ideas, that the moſt oppoſite paſſions 
F ſucceeded each other with ſuch an aſto- 
2 niſhing quickneſs, that his moſt intimate 
| friends knew not what was his particular 
Z purſuit; each by turns was followed with 
the utmoſt eagerneſs of expectation, and 
continued till ſome new caprice influenced 
all his actions, which were again in turn 
$ neglected for others which appeared more 
Inew and captivating, 


FOLLY 
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A MIDST theſe variety of paſſions, | 
A one of the firſt the Marquis in- 
dulged, was for horſes ; his ſtables were 
filled with the fineſt that could be pro- 
cured; and if the perſons who bought 
them were deceived in their goodneſs, at | 
leaſt none coſt more: for this he carried 
ſo far, that he would much rather mort- ; 
gage an eſtate, or ſell a farm, than be 
diſappointed in the purchaſe of a ſet he | 
took a fancy to: each colour became his 4 
favourite by turns; one while none but 
white were to be admitted into his ſtud, 
and then none but the roan; if either of 
thoſe colours were brought him to pur- 
chaſe, he would inſtantly determine to 
be drawn only by thoſe of the moſt 1 
beautiful black: his carriages and har- 
; WE IE. 4 al 
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; neſs for elegance, taſte and lightneſs, 
were the wonder of all Paris; and the 
aſtoniſhing gazers, when they ſaw them 
bound along the ſtreets, were loſt in ad- 
N ö miration at the tout enſemble of his ſj plen- 
e dor and magnificence; and ſo enrap- 
tured was the Marquis with excelling in 
this particular, that he frequently in- 
| terrupted his moſt florid harangues, bright 
ſimilies, and elegant compariſons, to cele- 
brate the merit of his coach-maker, the 
Meatneſs of his jockies, and the immenſe 
Prices of his ſadler, 


Vor. I. C FOLLY: 
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TY OGS (ſoon after) took place of y 
Az horſes in the Marquis's amuſe- | 
ments: befides thoſe deſtined for the 
ſports of the field, the houſe was filled | 
with numbers of every other kind, of 
all ſizes, ages, breed, and colours; in 
ſhort, he might be properly termed the 
protector and Mæcenas of the canine 
race: but, to be worthy of admiſſion, © 
they muſt either have beauty, or be emi- 
nently diſtinguiſhed for ſome talents ; they 1 | 


muſt either dance, play tricks, preſent a 
paw with a graceful air, or have been 
tutored by the moſt famous maſters in 1 
dog education, and then they, in the 
Marquis's preſent opinion, ſurpaſſed in : 
humour and entertainment the moſt cele - 

brated 
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brated wits; and the owners who could 
procure him dogs not larger than a kit- 
ten, with ears touching the ground, and 
eyes buried in a foreſt of long hair, might 
command any price of him; and if they 
barked in harmony, or knew how to 
growl a tolerable tenor, they were conſi- 


dered by him as invaluable, 


Cz FOLLY 
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P15 purſuit was ſoon a by | 


another, which now en gaped the 


whole time and attention of the Marquis, | 


and he employed himſelf in, collecting 
and arranging a great number of burter- 
flies, with the moſt unwearied aſſidvity ; 


and, at a conſiderable expence, was ſo for- 


tunate as to obtain a number ſufficient to 
fill two large elegant glaſs caſes, forming 
the ſides of a cabinet in ſo pleafing a 
manner, that the curious eye wandered 
with pleaſure over ſo beautiful an aſſem- 


blage of celours. Here the delighted | 


Marquis paſſed whole days in contem- 
plating with rapture thoſe wings which 
diſplayed all the different hues and luſtre 
of the rainbow ; he admired the wonder- 
ful productions of nature, equally perfect 
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in her minuteſt work, and exact in the 
ſcale of inſect as animal creation. I will 
not pretend to aver that theſe were ab- 
ſolutely the reflections of the Marquis; 
but certain it is, he might have made 
theſe and many others, ſince he paſſed 
whole hours, and even days, ſhut up with 
his darling butterflies; and fo ſtrong 
were their influence on the force of his 
imagination, that he thought of nothing 
but butterflies—talked only on butter- 
flies; and ſo partial was he, that he even 
found out likeneſſes between ſeveral of 
his moſt favourite friends and butter- 
flies, and never, ſince he had been bleſſed 
with ideas, had the Marquis formed 4 

more juſt compariſon, 
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HE wonderful cabinet, with the 

wonderful butterflies, ſoon diſap- 
peared, and a taſte for old china and | 
Indian figures occaſioned their being 
wholly forgotten; and the door-caſes, | 
chimney-pieces, and every corniſh in the 
houſe of the Marquis, were now decorated | 
like that of an Engliſh Eaſt India cap- 
tain, after making his third voyage ; and f 
| the more frightful and extraordinary the 
figures, the higher were they held in the | 
eſtcem of this moſt variable and eccentric | 


of mankind, 
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XIV. 


r 


1 Marquis on a ſudden deter- 

mined his houſe ſhould at one 
coup dil give an idea of the greatnels 
and magnificence of its owner; for this 
purpoſe he reſolved to new furniſh it en- 
tirely, and that in the moſt expenſive and 
faſhionable ſtile : his glaſſes were ſuperb, 
and the ſophas, commodes, tables, and 
arm-chairs, were each a maſterpiece of 
different kinds, of the moſt elegant work- 
manſhip ; whole rooms might have been 
moderately ſupplied with furniture for the 
price of each ſeparate article, Nothing 
can give an adequate idea of the richneſs 
and beauty of the apartments, unleſs the 


IF fancied habitations of the fairies and 
genii; every ornament, taſte, luxury and 


* imagination 
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imagination could invent, were united ö 
with ſuperior elegance and variety; and 
whilſt the pencils of the moſt eminent ; 
maſters embelliſhed the cielings, gold 
and azure ſeemed only to be uſed as mere 
ſhades to ſet off the reſplendent bright- 4 
neſs of the colours, 
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FOLLY 


HE hotel of the Marquis was ſcarce 
become the admiration and enyy 


of all Paris, before it was entirely aban- 


| doned by him, and the furniture fold for 


* a ſixth of the value; yet this aroſe not 


from any pecuniary diſappointment or 
| derangement in his affairs, but he had 


altered his plan of life, and choſe to live 
in the country. The beautiful object 
* of unadorned nature (ſaid he) is the 
* only one that can be long agreeable to 
a ſenſible mind: man, confined with- 
<« in the walls of a city, can only be ſaid 
* to vegetate in a ſplendid priſon, and 
« ſcarcely enjoy the light of the ſun. I 


| e am determined to quit this diſſipated 
herd of unthinking mortals, and en- 


i 
2 


oy Joy in a pure and clear ſky that calm 
Cs « trat-- 


38 FASHIONABLE FOLLIES, 
„ tranquility for which we were origi- 4 

« nally. deſigned.” With this intention 1 
he went immediately to one of his ſeats, F 4 
a conſiderable diſtance from Paris, and | 
paſſed a whole week in ſolitude ;. at 
length he with pleaſure obſerved, how 
greatly his retreat might be embelliſhed | 
by taſte; he employed a great number N 
of workmen, and in a ſhort time the par- 
zerre took a new form from a plan drawn 
by bimſelf; foreſts were deſtroyed, and 
laid down into lawns; every day the ruſ- 
ticks beheld the moſt aſtoniſhing revolu- 
tions; mountains were transformed into | 
dales, and vallies into rivers z after theſe 
were finiſhed, the culture of his garden 
became his ſtudy ; with a ſpade in his þ 
hand, he would endeavour to vie in 
{trength with the moſt robuſt labourer, 4 
but the delicacy of his conſtitution 8 
was ill adapted to ſupport fatigue 3 he 1 


was 
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vas ſoon obliged to give up the active 


part, and amuſe himſelf with the culture 


of flowers; but the perfume of the roſe, 
the fairneſs of the lily, the enamel of the 


pink, or modeſt ſweetneſs of the jeſſa- 


mine, had not any charms for him; he 


prized only tulips variegated to a fright- 
ful degree, or other flowers of great price, 
which might be deemed. monſters in na» 
ture from their uglineſs and ſcarcity; 
and were too coſtly to be gathered, and 
too void of ſcent and beauty to be 
worn, | 
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\HE approach of winter, or rather J 
| an alteration of ſentiment, induced \ 
the Marquis to reviſit Paris, which he 
had quitted ſo lately with ſuch abhor- E 
rence ; but the deprivation of pleaſures © 
had reconciled him to the enjoyment of | 
them, and the rapid movement of his f 
chaiſe wheels ſcarce kept time with his 
impatience. © How melancholy (ſaid 
c« the Marquis) is the life of a human 
« being in the country, without friends, 
„ without that ſocial intercourſe which 
« alone can render time ſupportable— | : 
time, which in ſolitude is the greateſt 1 
4 of all tyrants, ſince there, it ſeems im- 1 
« mortal without a poſſibility of killing 
e jt; but in Paris, whole days paſs away I 
« unperceived, merely in the engaging Þ 
| « pleaſure 4 
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pleaſure of ſeeing and being ſeen, 
« whilſt reflection is loſt in the whirt 
ce of amuſement, and we are ſpared the 
inſufferable fatigue of thinking, which 
is intolerable.” The Marquis con- 
tinued his mental ſoliloquy, much in the 
ſame manner, till he found himſelf in 
one of the principal ſtreets of Paris; he 
paſſed a great number of new elegant 
carriages, but was infinitely ſurpriſed 
1 when the coachmen, who drove them, 
nodded to him, with the familiarity of 
old acquaintance ; at length one carriage 
more particularly attracted his eye from 
the brilliancy of its appearance and ſin- 
gularity of make; as it paſſed the cha- 
rioteer addreſt him with, Good mor- 
* row, Marquis; where the devil have 
* you been for theſe thouſand years ? 
*« You ſee I am become a very tolerable 
he would have 


proceeded, i 


** 


* 


coachman; 1 
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proeecded, but a ſtone caught the wheel 
and overturned the carriage : humanity, 
prompted the Marquis to ſtop and en- 
quire whether he was hurt, but how was 
he ſurpriſed to find on a nearer. examina- 
tion the coachman to be the Duke of 
, who by this accident had diſlocated 
one of his limbs, and was. covered with 
bruiſes ; the Marquis gazed on him with 
aſtoniſhment, perfectly at a loſs to com- 
prehend the reaſon of this metamorphoſe; 
and as it may ſeem rather extraordinary 
to the reader, it will be neceſſary to pre- 
miſe, that during the ſix months volun- 
tary exile of the Marquis, many had been 
the faſhionable revolutions in carriages, 


and, amidſt their abſurdities, the young 
men had adopted that of coachmanſhip; 
for this purpoſe one of them invented a 
carriage, to which (by way of deſcribing 
its excellence and ſingularity in one word) 
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1 Ihe gave the name of a devil: in the body 
43 got this. machine were generally two ſer- 


\ vants lolling at their eaſe, whilſt the 


3 add 2 122 pI 


; maſter drove on a ſeat placed in front. 
The Marquis was no ſooner informed 
that fo pleaſing a ſcience was become ne- 


ceſſary to finiſh the education of a fine 
gentleman, than it became his wiſh to 
perfect himſelf in the art immediately; 
and leſt the world: ſhould ſuppoſe him 


I dwindled into a ſober, dull country gen- 


tleman, he inſtantly beſpoke the moſt 


1 elegant devil that had been ſeen; took 
leſſons from. the moſt, expert of his 
coachmen, and by dint of genius and 


aſſiduity, in leſs than a fortnight; drove 
the devil himſelf through all the ftreets 
in Paris; and it is ever to be lamented 
that the ſwiftneſs and velocity with 


4 | which it paſſed, prevented a perfect ſight 
of ſo graceful a coachman, for all muſt 


have 
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have been charmed with the martial air 3 


with which he held the reins; two tall 


fellows, with variegated feathers in their 
hats, were ſeated in the back, whilſt the i 


Marquis in front with an amazing bouguet, 


dreſt in every particular like the perſo- 1 
nage he meant to repreſent, excited the 
ſpeed of his horſes by the crack of his 


whip, and the moſt coachman-like lan- 4 


guage, proud of his appearance as a | 


Roman Emperor in a triumphal 1 
ceſſion. The great ſkill and wonderful 4 


: 


addreſs of the Marquis became the topic b 
of general converſation, and talents fo 


tons te deſpair, 


* 


diſtinguiſhed drove all the inferior phæ- 1 | 


8 
1 1 


wh by — 
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8 r7oLLY xvi 


HIS general ardour for fame which 
ſeemed to threaten the entire expul- 
ſion of the ancient ſociety of coachmen, 
ſubſided in a ſhort time, and the young 
Inobility once more permitted them to 
| 3 reſume their ſeats unmoleſted, and only 
reſerved to themſelves the privilege of 
J diſplacing on particular occaſions : this 
N ceſſation gave the Marquis leiſure to dif- | 
4 cover an accompliſhment he was before 
1 unconſcious he poſſeſſed, which was 
4 great taſte for antiquities of all kinds, 
but medals and ſtatues in particular; he. 
TJ applauded himſelf on his diſcernment, 
and prepared to indulge this paſſion in the 
fulleſt extent, by the purchaſe of ſeveral 
1 Jof thoſe old blocks of marble which paſs 
1 under the denomination of mutilated ſta- 
= a tues ; 
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1 
tues; and if he could procure thoſe with- 3 
out either arms, legs, or even head, he 
was eaſily perſuaded to believe them trea- | 4 
ſures formed by the chiſſel of the great 
maſters of ſculpture: he filled drawers b 
with a vaſt quantity of medals collected 
at great expence, and ſpared not any coſt iP" 
to obtain ſcarce coins; but as the moſt 
laudable endeavours do not always enſure F 
ſucceſs, it frequently happened that thoſe L 
medals for which the Marquis had given 
large ſums, proved on the inſpection of 1 
the real virtuoſi, to be nothing more than 4 
old braſs and copper counters, which 
having been for years neglected and treat- 4 
ed by their owners with contempt, were | 
almoſt entirely defaced; and as they hard- | J 
ly retained any impreſſion, were ſuppoſed | 
by the Marquis to have been ſtruck in 
the reign of ſome. of the firſt Emperors * 1 
of Rome. 1 
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roll Y XVI. 


- 1 1 MIDST ſuch grave and wiſe re- 
t ſearches into the annals of anti- 
« Huity, and honoured with the ſociety of 
nen of the moſt profound erudition, it 
s next to a miracle the Marquis had fut- 
4 ; ficient leiſure to form a deſign to marry z 
. 4 but though ſurrounded with monuments 


4 of antient grandeur (in all that magnifi- 
¶cence of decay, which renders them ſo 
N intereſting to a man of taſte) he found 
4 ſtill ſomething wanting to complete his 
Fhappineſs, therefore reſolved to unite the 
| Fblooming modern to the vert antique, and 
though perſonally a ſtranger to Made- 
8 moiſelle D'Urbin, he was tranſported 
ö vuith the idea of poſſeſſing a bride adorn- 
ed both with beauty and the gifts of 
fortune; and fo flrongly. was his imagi- 
1 nation impreſſed with the felicity he 
| 5 aa enjoy in the married ſtate, that 
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the antient beauty, Poppea, ſoon loſt her f 
charms : he ceaſed to be the faithful i 


- Platonic adorer of Julia, Plautina, and 
| 2 1 
Cleopatra, and neglected all thoſe Othoss 


which had coſt him ſo dear. A very un- 3 


expected accident, however, prevented 


the completion of his wiſhes, owing to 3 
the old Baroneſs, who ſuddenly diſco- 
vered he was too amiable for a ſon in 
law, and who admired his fine taſte in 
dreſs, his talent for repartee, and the 
graces of his figure, till ſhe conceived 


the moft violent paſſion for him; and 


the fear of loſing the obje& of her ten- 
derneſs ſo far prevailed, that ſhe on diffe- 
rent pretences delayed his introduction 
to her daughter, and even endeavoured 
to perſuade the Marquis that Mademoi- 
ſelle D'Urbin was too young to be a 
wife, though at other times, to diſguiſe 


her own age, ſhe ftrongly affirmed that 


herſelf was much younger when ſhe be- 
came a mother, FoLLyY 
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00 l Lr 2 


if _ 
S | HE Marquis might well be aſto- 
f 1 niſhed when he heard the Baroneſs 
1 give this reaſon for declining a match 
- if 


4 firſt propoſed at her own requeſt ; but 
Monſieur D'Illois, being tolerably con- 
Wrcrſant in the caprices of fine ladies, 
and judging the Baroneſs might be of a 
diſpoſition variable as his own, he con- 
cluded ſo abſurd an objection would not 
be a laſting one, and therefore redoubled 
I his aſſiduity and attention to the old lady, 
in hopes of regaining her favour. The 
Baroneſs, who ſaw him chearful under 
this delay, imputed it to an indifference to 
matrimony, or an attachment elſewhere, 
J Sand though ſhe would not have been diſ- 
F F — on being certain it was the firſt 
1 * ſne was fired with jealouſy on the 
= ſuppoſition 
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ſuppoſition that it might be the ſecond, 4 
ſhe therefore placed ſpies on the conduct [ 1 
and actions of the Marquis, learnt all his 
engagements, and with wo and as it 

4 


impoſſible to diſcover the leaſt partiality „ 
to any particular object; from this, and 
the reſpect and politeneſs with which he 3 
treated her, ſhe believed herſelf the _ | 
of his affection, and waited the declara- 

tion of his paſſion with impatience, and 

generouſly determined not to drive ſuch I 
a lover to deſpair; in conflumence «f chis 4 
reſolution ſhe one day when they were 4 
fete a tete, made him ſuch extraordinary 1 
advances as could not be miſtaken ; and 

the Marquis being fond of a frolic, it is 4 
impoſſible to ſay how far his love of the 1 
marvellous might have induced him to 
proceed, had he not recollected that his 
r for the mother would raiſe 
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In inſeparable barrier to his alliance with 
& he daughter; he therefore- muttered a 
is ew incoherent words, and abruptly re- 
it 5 ired in confuſion, and left the Baroneſs 
In ſuch a rage that ſhe could have killed 


im ; tears at length came to her relief, 
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and the return of her reaſon made her ſee 


4 he neceſſity of concealing both her re- 
; entment and the cauſe of it from the 
orld, 
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/ 


FOLLY XX. 


* Marquis ſtill earneſtly wiſhing 
the alliance to take place, ventured 
to preſent himſelf at the Baron's a feu 
days after, hoping his abrupt departun 4 
was by that time either forgot or for- 1 
given: Madam D' Urbin, who did not 
expect he would dare to appear before 
her, reddened, and turned pale EY E 
with anger and ſurpriſe; the ef 
would not ſeem to obſerve her emotion, 
but attempting to take her hand, 
Lovely Baroneſs” (ſaid he) © bowl 
“ cruel were you to put my conſtancy i 
« to ſo ſevere a trial, a temptation too 
cc great for any one to reſiſt, unleſs his 
& heart were guarded like mine with the 1 2 
te idea of your beautiful daughter, whom J 1 


5 Gs * delights to paint the exact 
reſem-i| 4 


{ 
1 
( 


{ 
4 
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| « reſemblance of yourſelf, and let me 
F< caution you againſt ſo dangerous a 
F< teſt for the future, as to ſee you and 
„ adore you are the ſame.” This Aat- 
tery, far from producing the effect in- 
tended by the Marquis, encreaſed the 
© Manger of the Baroneſs 66 Ceaſe, Sir,” 
(aid ſhe, &« from this moment, your un- 
t , availing pretenſions to Mademoiſelle 
e L D' Urbin, for be aſſured I never will 
J give my conſent to this union; ſpare 
s * yourſelf therefore unneceſſary trouble: 
n, this is my final determination, and 
the laſt viſit I will ever receive from 
you on this or any other ſubject.” 1 
79 Phe then left him without deigning to 
0 a iſten to his entreaties, and the Marquis 
15 petired, fully convinced that he had not 
he t preſent the leaſt e of making 
A is peace. | 
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Fc. and worked in it from morning to j | 
night with the moſt indefatigable induſ. 


FOLLY, xx 


TE Marquis, to divert his . 

one day took up an old worm | 
eaten book, which was a diſſertation on 
the art of making gold; and the whole 3 
proceſs appeared to him ſo clearly illuſ- 1 1 
trated, and the method ſo exactly ex- I 
plained, that being entirely ſatisfied in 4 
himſelf that the tranſmutation of metals Y 
might be by dint of application obtained, | : t 
he reſolved to become an alchymiſt, and 1 
therefore furniſhed a laboratory the follow- Þ 
ing week, filled it with crucibles, a furnace, 


8 2 _ 
* ' 


EA 


try; he roſe each morning with the dawn 4 
in full hopes that he ſhould on that 0 
accompliſh his grand deſign, and though 
he retired to reſt diſappointed, yet con- n 
ſtantly 4 
þ 


18 
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| 4 antly believed the ſucceeding one would 
| f ertainly prove more fortunate to his 
"Fiſhes ; but vain were his endeavours, 
for though he exactly kept up the fire to 
| 4 he due degree of heat, the lead (to his 
Inter aſtoniſhment) far from becoming 
; F gold, remained mere lead, or what was 
Mill worſe, was reduced to nothing: the 
1 Marquis did not however deſpair, but 
Iributed his ill ſucceſs to want of ſkill, 
Ind when ſo great an end was to be ob- 
q ined, determined not to be diſcouraged 
Va few difappointments; to reward his 
rſeverance, at laſt, the long expected 
gus appeared, which proved inconteſti- 
ly that the vileſt of all metals was on 
e point of becoming gold; trembling 
d agitated his heart palpitated with 
y; he took the boiling liquor from the 
e that it might condenſe in a proper 
anner, and watched it with the eyes of 
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eager attention and anxiety; but juſt as it 
was on the point of perfection, a ſervant 
came in haſtily to acquaint him, a ſtrang- 


het 
—— 
eo on — 


— 
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n 
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er requeſted with the utmoſt earneſtneſs 
to ſpeak to him immediately; the Mar- 

quis, vexed to be interrupted in a mo- 1 
ment of ſuch conſequence, turned about q 
angrily to reprove the fellow for his in- 5 
truſion, and with his elbow threw down 1 
the vaſe which contained his long wiſhed 3 
for treaſure : when he ſaw this _ 
liquor on the floor, who can deſcribe his 
rage! he abſolutely tore his hair, wrung 
his hands, and only recovered. the uſe off 


ſpeech to beſtow curſes and i we 


— * 
% AT 
—_ 

a 


. 


on the trembling cauſe of all this miſ- 4 
chief, who terrified by his menaces, re- 


tired in hopes of eſcaping the 17 5 of bill 
incenſed maſter, Alen . F 


6. , " ; * 
XZ FASHIONABLE FOLLIES. 77 
© | IT | 90 

t 20 250 te Nw: 

t Nen 

4 an 

, f HE loud anger and reproaches of 


the Marquis were overheard by 
i the perſon whoſe defire of admiſſion had 
been the cauſe of this misfortune, and 
who finding from this altercation he had 
Hog all probability of being introduced in 


— 428 OY 
1 * > IF 


s 


Ja proper manner, entered haſtily, without 
any introduction at all, and approaching 
Ihe Marquis with great gravity; * Con- 
F< ſole yourſelf (ſaid he) I come to re- 
pair your loſs; that treaſure you are 
ſeeking with fuch labour and expence 
„1 already pollels.”, At theſe words 
I the Marquis grew more calm, + Is it 
We then; poſſible (ſaid he to the philoſo- 
* pher).that I really behold the happy 
= maſter of ſo miraculous a ſcience? 
; I am, indeed, (returned the ſtranger) 
3 » "Dry e the. 
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« the real poſſeſſor of thoſe wonderful 
« powers of chymiſtry, the philoſophers ® 
« ſtone, the water of immortality, and JF 
« a thouſand other ſecrets equally ſur- I 
prifing, ſuch as the quadrature of the 4 y 
« circle, the long ſought for lopgitude, | 
and the perpetual motion ; all which I | 
ſhall not ſcruple hereafter to diſcover E 
to you, but ſhall at preſent confine 4 
myſelf to the object of your purſuit, ; 
« the art of making gold, which the I 
vulgar and prophane look upon as a 
' chimera, but the more enlarged mind I 
of the philoſopher is conſcious of its J 
© reality ; enabled from ſtudy to develope 
« the operations of nature, he knows F 
that it is fabricated every hour in the 
« bowels of the earth, and thus it is 
« equally certain, that this precious me- 
tal is compoſed of other metals, meta- | q 
e morphoſed into gold by a fimple J 


tranſ- 


1 


x 
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« tranſmutation : let therefore a man but 
once become acquainted with the de- 
« oree of heat with which nature changes 
lead and iron into gold, and nothing 
can be eaſier or more ſimple than 
&« being maſter of the power of doing it 
e when he pleaſes, and becoming poſ- 
ec ſeſſed of the riches of the univerſe; 
« and that I have made this diſcovery, I 
% will now prove to you beyond a poſſi- 
IX * bility of doubt.“ Having ended this 
# long harangue, of the truth of which the 
Marquis ſeemed perfectly convinced; 
(indeed, how could he poſſibly be other- 
wiſe, after hearing it ſo clearly and phi- 
loſophically demonſtrated ?) the learned 
ſtranger took a ſmall crucible, and put - 
ting it on the furnace, he filled it with 
bead, and when that was melted, he put 
in a ſmall quantity of yellow powder; 
« This powder (ſaid he to the Marquis, 

=" « who 
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© who ſurveyed him with the utmoſt at- I 
40 tention) is tranſmuted gold, one fingle 3 
« grain of which to change all this lead 
« to gold, ſince it is, as I may ſay, the 
« firſt principle or ſeed of that precious 
10 metal, which by fermentation takes 1 


* 1 
X 4 g ; * * 
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« from iron and lead the groſſer parti- 
« cles, purifies and diſſolves the matter 1 
« which encloſes it, and prevents it 
from appearing what it really is.“ As 2 
he ſpoke he kept ſhaking the furnace, 1 
* and, oon after reyerſing the crucible on 3 
the coals, he ordered the Marquis to i 
take it up; he obeyed with great alacrity, q | | 
and found at the bottom an ingot. of pure 
gold; he ſurveyed it accurately, and cer- 
tain of its reality he fell at the feet of the 
alchymiſt 33 Great philoſopher (faid he) i 
« I am loſt in wonder! how great is 4 
« the extent of your knowledge the 

« « riches of all nature are your own!“ 1 
| The 4 
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The appearance of the ſtranger, how- | 
ever, but ill correſponded with ſo ex- 
3 Itenſive a power; for his hair uncombed 
Wand unpowdered hung quite ſtrait over 
us ears, whilſt a thread - bare coat that 
1 1 once been black, reached down in 
ö tatters to his heels. J am reſolved 
WM (laid he to the Marquis, raiſing him 
* with great gravity) to augment your for- 
tune ſo conſiderably,. that you ſhall 
WF <njoy every wim of your heart ; 
he in a are of pleaſure and magnifi- 
cence, and be enabled to relieve every 
diſtreſſed object without ſuffering the 
leaſt pecuniary, ineonvenienoe: for 
this purpoſe 1 will teach you the ark 
of making this powder; but as it is 
compoſed of many ſcarce and valuable 
ingredients, which cannot be procured, 
by any one but myſelf, (and happen- 
ing through. indolence to have; neg- 
= D.5 hs lected 
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« ſufficient) I muſt requeſt you to dd. 3 
« yance fifty louis for the purchaſe f 4 
« of them, and I will be here early © 4 


« in the morning with every thing pro- 


< per for our purpoſe; but great ſecreſy 
« will be required in this affair, teſt we 4 
« excite the covetous diſpoſition of men 4 
% to envy our fucceſs,” The Marquis, 3 
in the tranſport of his heart, pulled out? 3 
his purſe, and with the moſt boundleſs 8 
confidence gave him an hundred inſtead 4 
of fifty louis, and paſſed the whole e 4 
leſs night in reflecting on his imaginary 
riches; he roſe with impatience at the £ 
break of day, and waited with the ut- J f 
moft anxiety the return of the philoſo- 
Pher, who moſt probably, by the ald 4 
of the liberality of the Marquis, paſſed 
his time much more agreeably, and in. ö 
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never returned any more, and Monſieur 
D'Illois was at length conflrained to 
acknowledge, that he had been the dupe 
of a deſigning knave, who had impoſed 

Jon his credulity by the mere common 
7 4 trick of a juggler, who had adroitly 
e placed the gold under the crucible when 
n he overturned it. 3 
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F,O L L IV XXIII. 


HE rage of the old Baroneſs, and | 
her agitation of mind on the neg- 
let of the Marquis, threw her into a 4 | 
fever, which heightened by a conſtant 4 
attendance on public diverſions and other a 3 
places of diſſipation, made ſo great a 
progreſs in a few days, that three of the 4 | 
moſt eminent phyſicians tried every art | F 
in vain to reſtore her to health, and pre- 1 
vent the fatal conſequence they feared ö 
would enſue; but their want of ſucceſs 
in this caſe is not to be wondered at, ſince 
it is neceſſary to know the caufe of com- 
plaint before it is poſſible to effect a cure; 
and much wiſer men than themſelves 
might have puzzled a long time before 
they ever ſuſpected love to be the occa- 
lion of it. 


L 
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HE diſorder of the Baroneſs made 
ſo rapid a progreſs, that on the 
f fth day there were no longer any hopes 
| ; of her life; and ſhe ſoon after was ſeized 
vith a delirium, during which ſhe called 


epeatedly on the name of the Marquis, 
3 ometimes earneſtly requeſting to ſee him, 


nd afew minutes after defiring her attend- 
| 3 nts to keep him from her fight. They 
Pere aſtoniſhed that Monſieur D'Illois 
| Wone ſhould be conſtantly preſent to her 
Wſcurbed i imagination, yet looked upon 
Er anxiety, on his account, as the mere 
| Wandering of fancy, joined to inquietude 
the abſence of her future ſon- in- lw; 
lit the Baron, who thought himſelf in- 
itely more ſagacious, (whilſt in fact 
; was infinitely more miſtaken), wiſely. 
| included that it proceeded from the 
J 1 regret 
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having broke off the treaty of marring: i 
between the Marquis and Mademoiſelle [ | 
D'Urbin; and fo convinced was he of 
the truth of this ſuppoſition, that on the 
firſt appearance of returning reaſon, li 
made a point of not only giving her the 4 
moſt ſolemn aſſurance, that as ſoon as ſhe 
was recovered, he would learn the true 
cauſe of the Marquis abſenting himſelf q 
from their houſe, (being an entire ſtran- 
ger to what had paſſed between him and 
Madame D*Urbin), but alſo e 
repeated his promiſe that he would fulfl'Y 
the contract, and introduce him Py | 
ately to his daughter. Theſe proteſta- 
tions, far from calming the mind of the 
Baroneſs, filled her mind with rage and 
deſpair; ſhe endeavoured in vain to art 
culate an abſolute denial, but was ſeized 


with convulſions, and ſoon after expired. 
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(+ 4 F O L L 1 XXV. 

e 

| T H E 8 heard the death of 
1 Madame D' Urbin with ſurprize, 


1 


but was ſo far from ſuſpecting he had in 
0 ] he ſmalleſt degree contributed to her diſ- 
4 order, that he was aftoniſhed at hearing 
# ſhe had ſo frequently mentioned his 
| | name: the philoſopher having compleatly 
diſguſted him with alchymy, he deterined 
' to renew his acquaintance with the Baron, 
- J nd obtain, if poſſible, the hand of his 
1 aughter. Monſieur D' Urbin received 
Pim with great politeneſs, and even ap- 
0 1 peared extremely pleaſed that Mademoi- 
elle D'Urbin was {till the object of his 


e 
Nies; he promiſed him their union 
„ hhould take place as. ſoon as decency 


vould permit the celebration of their 
. il uptials ; has the Apia ſincerity of 
| 5 | theſe 
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theſe profeſſions (which by no means were 


intended” to be ſpeedily performed) was g | 
only meant tolilence the preſent 1 importuni. 2 
ty of the Marquis; ; for. every moment orf 


the Baron's time was at this period devoted 1 
to a beautiful widow, who engroſſed his x 
time ſo entirely, that he had neither = 
leiſure nor inclination to attend-to the de- q ; 
fire the Marquis ſhewed to be introduced 1 


to his daughter; and Monſieur D'Illois, 
1 

finding he was obliged to conform to 
a . > 0 "Mt . ' = 
this delay made under pretence of re- x 


ſped to form and ceremony; was deter- 


mined once more to wait with patience | I 
bye reſuxe of che Baron 8 ae 4 910 
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rr 


8. HILS T the Marquis waited 
q for his promiſed introduction to 
| lademoiſelle D'Urbin, he became a con- 
ant attendant on theatrical repreſenta- 
3 ons, read all the faſhionable produc- 
Pons, and formed an acquaintance: with 
I dme of the moſt celebrated wits in the 
2Wid(t of this brilliant ſocicty : a ray of 


3 enius illumined the mind of the Mar- 
4 uis, he felt the inſpiration, and found 
at nature had certainly formed him for 
2 poet. Overjoyed atthediſcovery, heobey- 
| I the impulſe, and wrote a great number 

nes full, I may ſay, of i imaginary ſenti, 
ent and dullneſs. Ambitious to render 
Wis name immortal, he diſdained proſe 
ad wrote only 1 in verſe; and the whole 
| L rcle of his deareſt friends, declared his 
| 1 oductions the 1 that ever were 
a ritten. 
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F O L L X XXVII 


T HE Marquis now became fond 
of that ſociety only whom he 
thought the moſt competent judges of 
the merit of his poetical abilities; he aſ- 
ſembled a number of authors, who met 
twice a week to fit in judgment on his. 
productions, and partake of a much bet- 
ter repaſt at his table, than that of Apollo 
and the nine muſes afforded ; his hoſpi- 
tality was, however, well repaid by the 
complaiſance of his gueſts, who unani- 
mouſly declared his vetſes to be more 
ſublime and elegant than any of thoſe of 
Voltaire or Boileau ; and the hall where 
they dined conſtantly ecchoed with the 
praiſes they ſo liberally beſtowed on their 
noble patron, who liſtened with pleaſure 


to their adulation, whilſt he loudly de- 
clared 
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clared his deteſtation of flattery ; and the 
beaux eſprits, magnificently treated with 
the moſt exquiſite diſhes, and enlivened 
by a variety of delicious wines, did not 
fail, after every repaſt, to proclaim the 
wit of the Marquis, and retail his 30. 
mots in every company they frequented, 
This reputation was purchaſed, it is true, 
- rather expenſively, as ſome of theſe ſe- 
lect friends, not content with enjoying 
the privilege of his table, prevailed on 
him now and then to open his purſe to 
relieve their neceſſities, and had the art 
to make him pay, with uſury, for the 
falſhoods, intereſt or politeneſs obliged 
them to utter. The Marquis moſt chear- 
fully complied with their demands, af- 
ſenting, in his heart, very ſincerely to that 
adage of the philoſopher, which ſays, 
Truth cannot be bought too dear.” 


FOLLY 


— „ ³˙˙ ²• 6lůnʃ-·ỹX » KKK 
— 


9 FASHIONABLE FOLLIES. 
F OL L Y XXVII. 


8 it is abſolutely neceſſary for an 
+ A author of quality to have an ele: 
gant library, Monſieur D'Illois bought a 
great number of books of the moſt ſcarce 
and valuable editions, had them bound in 
Morocco, ſuperbly gilt, and arranged in 


the moſt claſſical regularity in elegant 


book-caſes, which covered the walls of a 
very large apartment, whillt glaſs doors 
and gold net · work prevented the hands 


of the curious from contaminating the 


well-bound. volumes; and ſo careful was 
the Marquis to preſerve them in their 


driginal luſtre and beauty, that he con- 


ſtantly either borrowed or hired the books 


he wiſhed to read, rather than run the 


riſque. of uſing his own. As he, was one 
day amuſing himſelf with meditating on 
| the 
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the univerſality: and extent of his abili- 
ties, an author ſent in an humble re- 
queſt to be introduced to him: ſince 
Monſicur D'Illois had commenced pro- 
feſſed wit, any man of letters found him 
very eaſy of acceſs, he therefote ordered 
that he ſhould be inſtantly admitted, 
and received him with great politeneſs. 
Encouraged by the condeſcenſion of the 
Marquis, the ſtranger drew from his 
pocket an immenſe roll of paper, and 
begged he might have the honour of 
reading to him a ſmall attempt, which he 
ſubmitted to his ſuperior judgment. Any 
perſon but the Marquis would have trem- 
bled at the propoſition, and the fight of 
ſuch an enormous manuſcript; but as 
letters were at this time his darling paſſion, 
he was pleaſed at the propoſal; ſcarce had 
he given his permiſſion,” when the poet 
began a tragedy in five acts, entitled the 

< Siege 
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Siege of Troy; he read it with great 
emphaſis and action, accompanied with an 
air of ſelf-applauſe, with a ſmile at the 
end of each metaphor, and a look dis 
rected towards the Marquis, where he 
thought the paſſage demanded approba- 
tion; yet, however great the inclination 
of the Marquis to appear attentive, at the 
end of the third ſcene of the firſt act he fell 
aſleep, in ſpite of all his endeavours to pre- 
vent it, but ſtill waked at intervals, crying, 
„ Bravo!] bravo !” and then had the 
goodneſs to apologire for ſhutting his eyes, 
by ſay ing * He found that᷑ it ſtrengthened 
his attention. He waked time enough 
juſt to hear the cataſtrophe, and addreſſing 
- himſelf to the author; I admire (faid 
he) your tragedy, and it cannot fail of 
& being well received, for your ſcenes are 
* well decorated, your characters are all 
* kings and heroes, and muſt therefore 
855 | | « he 
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© be magnificently dreſſed , there are a 
© crowd of guards, a number of prieſts, 
& a long proceſſion, impaſſioned lovers, 
« and ſtriking attitudes, all theſe make 
« up the ſublimity and ſtage effect which 
© conſtitutes the abſolute perfection of 


© modern tragedy z and I will pawn ny 
« honour on your ſucceſs,” 
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F -Q# l LTV XMXx. 
LAS! my Lord, (ſaid the au- 
thor with a ſigh) ſuch is the 
n een and inſolence of managers, 


and the general depravation of taſte, 


that the merit of a piece is not ſuffici- 
ent to enſure its reception at the thea- 
tre; for unleſs it alſo meets with the 
approbation of the players, it is impoſ- 
ſible to get it played, however great 
the abilities of the author: in fine, 
my Lord, the ſtage can never arrive to 
any degree of perfection ſo long as it 
is to be influenced by ſo ſtrong a par- 
tiality; managers ought not to be per- 
mitted to take their choice, and ſelect 
public repreſentations according to | 
their own caprice ; on the contrary, 
they ought to be under ſo wiſe a regu- 
lation, 
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<« lation, that they ſhould be obliged to 
4 get up every piece preſented to them, 
« and let it be fairly judged of by an au- 
« Fence, whoſe verdict is generally a 
« juſt one; and if you will honour me 
e with your protection ſo far as once to 
« pet it on the ſtage, I have not the 
« leaſt fear of meeting with favour and 
« even applauſe from the awful ſenate of 
<« the people, who, I doubt not, will 
« be extremely propitious to a tragedy ' 
_ © like mine.“ | 


Vor.L.. . ZE. | —ͤò 
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XLATTERED by this application, 
the Marquis determined to write 

a letter of recommendation for the 
poet to the manager, deſiring him as a 
favour to receive the piece: the defe - 
rence and reſpect due to the rank of 
Monſieur D'Illois procured the tragedy 
an immediate reading, rehearſal, and re- 
preſentation, in preference to the pro- 
ductions of ſome unfortunate authors, 
who had waited five or ſix ſeaſons the 
event of the manager's promiſes; and 
no ſooner was it known how very ſuc- 
ceſsful the application of the Marquis 
had been, than eleven authors attended 
his levee in the courſe of the following 
week, with not leſs than two or three 
dramatic productions each, the merit, 
of which, Wender at leaſt equalled 


that he had ſo openly patronized, 
FOLLY 
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HE tragedy of the Siege of Troy 
was ſoon after performed before a 
brilliant audience, but who not happen- 
ing (like the Marquis) te fall aſleep, and 
wake only in the proper places, found 
it a very deteſtable exhibition, hiſſed the 
two firſt acts entirely through, and refuſed 
to hear the remainder. Monſigur D' Illois 
returned home extremely mortified at the 
ill ſucceſs of the tragedy, for he had con- 
ceived that his having eſpouſed the cauſe 
of the poet was ſufficient, not only 
to have reſcued the. piece from condem- 
nation, but have made it faſhionable 
both to ſee and approve it: chagrined by 
this diſappointment, he reſolved never 
more to expoſe himſelf to ſo ſevere a mor- 
tification, and inſtantly ſhut his doors 
againſt every member of his literary ſo- 
: E 2 ciety "Ss 
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ciety; declared publickly that reading 
and writing gave him the head ach, and 
were too laborious for the nerves of a man 
of faſhion ; ſtrictly commanded the Swiſs 
not only poſitively never to admit the 
unfortunate author, but to deny him ab- 
ſolutely to every ſhabby-looking man 
with an humble addreſs and infinuating - 
tone, whoſe pockets appeared to be 
full of paper; having thus given up 
every idea of writing either in verſe or 
proſe, he took ſuch a diſlike to his library 
that all thoſe beautiful volumes which 
| had fo lately been purchaſed at ſuch an 
immoderate expence, were ſold for leſs 
chan half price; an event which ſeldom 
happens, at leaſt during the life of the 


br aſer. 


FOLLY 
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IN the ſhort period of time in which 

1 the Marquis was a bel eſprit, he 
formed an intimacy with a young man 
of faſhion called the Chevalier de Croud, 
his fortune was large, but his prodigality 
{till greater, and he affected the character 
of being generous to a moſt extravagant 
degree; he piqued himſelf (like Mon- 
ſieur D'Illois) on being a genius, and an 
admirer of the arts and ſciences: in ſhort, 
a ſimilarity of ſentiment, paſſions, and 
follies rendered them in a ſhort time in- 
ſeparable. | 


E 3 K FOLLY 
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URING the courſe of their 
intimacy, the Marquis was fre- 

- quently admitted to the elegant perits 
ſoupers given by the Chevalier to a few 
friends, and a miſtreſs on whom he doat- 
ed; the beauty who held him a willing 
cCaptive in her chains, was the celebrated 
Madame De 'T***, more famous for the 
multiplicity of her lovers than her 
charms; ſhe never was ſatisfied with 
leſs than the entire ruin of thoſe who 
profeſſed themſelves attached to her; and 
ſo extremely expeditious was ſhe in acce- 
lerating it, that few financiers could af- 
ford to keep her more than a month; yet 
ſo faſhionable was it to poſſeſs her, for 
even a ſhort time, that many young 
men purchaſed that honour with their 
whole fortune, One might be led to 


ſuppoſe, 
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ſuppoſe, from the folly of her admirers, 
that ſhe had at leaſt the ſhort-lived per- 
fection of being a finiſhed beauty; but 
ſhe had many perſonal defects: her eyes 
were much too ſmall, and only attractive 
from their luſtre z her mouth ſo large it 
would have been abſolutely diſguſting 
had it not been ornamented with a very 
beautiful ſet of teeth : ſhe was large in her 
ſhape, and too fat to have the leaſt pre- | 
tenſions to grace, but had a freedom and 
boldneſs in her manner, which her ad- 
mirers dignified with the name of 
vivacity ; her complexion was fair, her 
hands and arms tolerably white, and ſo 
ſmall as not to be in proportion to. the reſt 
of her figure, which formed a ſingular, 
(and, by no means, a pleaſing) contraſt 
with the thickneſs of her waiſt ; her wit 
conſiſted in a few ſatirical compariſons, 
and a ſufficient ſhare of art to deceive 
& 4 !; thoſe 
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thoſe who were credulous enough to place 
confidence in her. The accompliſhments 
of this amiable female were limited to 
humming a few paſſionate ſongs; the 
moſt perfect comprehenſion of a double 
entendre, and in writing letters of tender- 
neſs or diſdain as beſt ſuited her purpoſe 


and the diſpoſition of the lover ſhe 
meant to deceive. 


FOLLY 
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T HE Chevalier De Croud was ever 
eloquent in the praiſes of his be- 
loved De T***, © Love (ſaid he to the 
« Marquis) is the ſource of my happi- 
© neſs; I adore the charming Flora, and 
e will never quit her whilſt I have life.” 
The Marquis anſwered not a word, but 
was penſive and confuſed : from the time 
he had been introduced to this Syren, he 
became melancholy and unhappy ; the 
Chevalier obſerved ſome ſecret uneaſi- 
neſs preyed upon his mind, and preſſed 
him to diſcloſe it, with all the earneſt- 
neſs of friendſhip, but in vain, *till at 
length overcome by repeated perſuaſion, 
and wearied by importunity, he confeſſed 
that he was enamoured with the beautiful 
Flora: the Chevalier ſurprized, now be- 

ä came 
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came thoughtful in turn, and left the 
Marquis without faying a word. Three 
or four days elapſed without their meet- 
ing at any of the places at which they 


were accuſtomed to ſee each other; and 
though Monſieur D'Illois had frequently, 
during that ſpace of time, called on the 
Chevalier, he was never ſo fortunate as 
to meet with him at home. On the 
fourth, morning he came to the Marquis, 
6 Forgive me, my dear friend, (ſaid De 
6c Croud) I have been much indiſpoſed, 
e and had given my Swiſs general or- 
5 ders to be denied to every one, yet never 
0 once ſuppoſed he could be ſo. very 
« ſtupid as to imagine thoſe orders could 
< poſſibly extend to you. Shall I requeſt 
« the favour of you to preſent this letter 
to Flora; I entruſt her to your care, 
& my friend, as I am unexpectedly obliged 
to ſet out immediately for Verſailles.” 
He 


pg + } 
» + ” 
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He was no ſooner gone than the Marquis 
| flew on the wings of love to execute 
this commiſſion ; when he had delivered 
the letter, the nymph who ſuppoſed ic 
contained nothing more than vows of con- 
ſtancy, and ane ulogium on her charms, 
broke the ſeal and read aloud the follow- 
ing lines to the aſtoniſhed Marquis: | 


„ THE pleaſures I have. received 
* ſince the commencement of our 
attachment, have encreaſed, not dimi- 
«© niſhed my paſſion, and each returning 
* day augmented your charms and my 
e defires; yet ſtill adoring. to exceſs my 
“ deareſt Flora, I am conſtrained to re- 
* ſign you at the very time that my 
„heart is a ſlave to the fondeſt and 
te trueſt affection; but the Marquis 
* adores you, he has declared his paſſion 
to me, and that on your poſſeſſion de- 

& 6 |! | . —_ 
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cc pends the future happineſs of his life. 
That I may no longer be an obſtacle 
e to the wiſhes of my friend, I releaſe 
« you from your engagement to me, re- 
“ ſtore you to yourſelf, and conjure you 
« to liſten to the terms the Marquis has 
« to propoſe; and if his offers are not 
equal to your expectation, let me 
« know, and I will make any addition 
“ that will prevail on you to bleſs him 
« with the tranſports you have beſtowed 
«on the 


Chevalier de Croud.” 


« Ts it poſſible (eryed the Marquis) can 
the Chevalier's generoſity ſo far pre- 
* yall as to reſign his lovely miſtreſs for 
the ſake of his friend?“ He then fell 
on his knees before the divinity (who 
being convinced ſhe ſhould not be a loſer 
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by the exchange) liſtened with ſmiles of 
condeſcenſion to the ayowal of his paſ- 
ſion, extended her beautiful hand to- 
wards him, permitted him to kiſs it with 
tranſport, and ſeemed perfectly diſpoſed 
to pay an implicit obedience to the in- 
junctions of the Chevalier. 
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1 charmed with each 
bother, the terms of the Marquis 
were quickly agreed to, and he had the 


ſatisfaction to- find that this change of 


lovers was not only perfectly agreeable to 
the fair Flora, but received from her the 
moſt ſacred aſſurances that ſhe had long 
wiſhed that ſuch an eventmight take place, 
as he had, from the very firſt moment 
ſhe ſaw him, inſpired her with ſenſations 
ſhe had never before experienced for any 
man. Overjoyed by this very unex- 
pected declaration, he offered her a carte 
blanche of his whole fortune, which ſhe 


would doubtleſs have been glad to ac- 
cept, had ſhe not (very fortunately for 


Monſieur d'Illois) thought it moſt pru- 
dent, with ſo generous a lover, to play off 
the 


— 
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the maſked batteries of ſentimental love 
and diſintereſted affection; however, the 
preſent exigency of her affairs (much, ſhe 
declared, againſt her inclination) obliged 
her to ſtipulate for a hundred louis next 
morning, and the ſame! ſum to be regu» 
larly paid every month, without including 
jewels or other preſents; the firſt month 
to be adyanced with the hundred ſhe was 
to receive the next day. Theſe  condi- 


tions were chearfully aſſented to by the = 


Marquis; and the lady's generoſity and 
confidence in his honour was fuch, that 
ſhe gave credit to his promiſe of paying 
the money the next morning, and per- 
mitted him to paſs the night in her 


apartment. 


1 
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TV HE Marquis did not return home 

: *till noon, and then made a point 

of - inſtantly diſcharging the debt he had 
contracted ; he therefore gave two hun- 
dred louis to the valet, whom he honoured 
with- his confidence, and ordered him to 
carry them directly to Madame de T*. 
The perſon entruſted with this commiſſion, 
was a tall, well-made young man of 
twenty-three, with all the ruddy graces 
of youth, and by no means a novice in 
gallantry; he had often ſeen this cele- 
brated toaſt, and found her ſo mueh to 
his taſte, that he had frequently envied 


thoſe who could afford to purchaſe her 
good graces; but as there was not the 
leaſt probability that he ſhould ever be 
rich enough to obtain the ſmalleſt ſhare 

of 
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of her favour, he had hitherto very wiſely 
kept his wiſhes a ſecret: opportunity 
now, however, ſeemed to ſmile upon 
him, and he reſolved to execute a very 
bold deſign ; he dreſſed his hair in the 
moſt faſhionable and becoming ſtile, put 
on one of the Marquis's moſt elegant 
ſuits, and with the airs of a man of the 
firſt diſtinction, went in a chair to the 
houſe of the charmer, and was announced 
as a ſtranger of quality, who had a ſecret 
of importance to communicate to Ma- 
dame De T*, the lady was too well 
uſed to ſuch kind of confidential friends, 
not to readily gueſs what he wiſhed to im- 
part, and granted his Lordſhip an immedi- 
ate audience ; and the Valet de Chambre 
was introduced, who being really handſome, 
played the enraptured nobleman with ſo 
much art, offered the two hundred louis 
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with ſo much grace, and ſo. very apropos, 
that few ſuch ladies could have reſiſted the 


_ temptation. Flora confeſſed herſelf cap- 
tivated at firſt ſight by his perſonal at- 
traCtions, and the fortunate 7a/min had 
no longer. reaſon to envy Monſieur 
D'Illois. 


FOLLY 
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FOLLY 

A, 
| HILST thus the Valet was 
at once enjoying the triumph of 
poſſeſh ing his miſtreſs, and deceiving 
his maſter, Flora was calculating that 
| the two hundred louis ſhe had thus un- 


expettedly obtained, would make four 


when added to thoſe the Marquis had 


promiſed to ſend her i in a few hours: theſe 


were their different ideas, when her maid 
ran haſtily into the room, and told her 
that Monlicur D'Illois was coming up 
the ſtairs. Never was any woman more 
embatiaſſed than the faithful Flora : how 


was it poſſible ſhe could conduct herſelf - 


with propriety in ſo critical a ſituation, 


between the two lovers; £ I ſtranger, | 


from his magnificent preſent, was CCr- 
tainly 


i 
i 
| 
= 
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tainly intitled to be treated with ref pect; 
and from the brilliant promiſes of the 
Marquis, ſhe had every thing to hope; 
and if either convicted her of infidelity, 
the might loſe both; ſhe therefore ad- 
dreſſed herſelf to his Lordſhip, and re- 
queſted, with the moſt earneſt intreaties, 
he would deign to hide himſelf under 
the bed, leſt he ſhould be perceived by a 
jealous coxcomb, who tormented her with 
his careſſes, but who had long been the 
object of her diflike, though ſhe was for 
particular reaſons obliged to diſguiſe her 
hatred, The poor Valet, who wiſhed to 
be hid from his maſter as. much as ſhe 
could poſſibly wiſh to conceal him, crept 
haſtily under the bed, extremely glad 
that ſhe had given him ſo fair an oppor- 
tunity to eſcape the fury of the Marquis; 
and F lora, relieved from her fears, met 


Monſicur 
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Monſieur D'Illois with the utmoſt gaiety, 
embraced him with every demonſtra- 
tion of the moſt ardent affection; and 
the happy Marquis had not the leaſt 
doubt but his perfections had inſpired the 
boſom of this celebrated beauty with real 
and dilintereſted love. 


a 
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FO L L Y ' XXXVIIL 


HE artful blandiſhments of Flora, 
encreaſed the paſſion of her cre- 
dulous admirer; but unfortunately in the 


' midſt of their endearments, ſhe pretend- 


ed to fear ſhe had more reaſon to 

attribute this viſit to his punctuality in 
| bringing the two hundred louis, rather 
than a proof of his affection. What! 
& (cried the aſtoniſhed Marquis) can it 
4 be poſſible that you have not yet re- 
&© ceived them?” Flora imagined this 
denial to be a jeſt; but when ſhe found 
that he ſtill perſiſted that he had ſent 
them directly on his return home, ſhe 
changed colour, grew ſeriouſly angry, and 
accuſed him of making ule of a poor pre- 
tence to avoid paying it all, The Mar- 

quis, 0 with rage at being ſuppoſed 
T4 capable 


FASHIONABLE FOLLIES. 119 


capable of ſo mean a ſubterfuge, roſe 
from his ſeat, and traverſed the chamber 
with an air of diſtraction. He at length 
conceived his ſervant muſt have robbed 
him; and whilſt he reſolved in his mind 
what method to take, he caſt his eyes 
now towards the cieling, now on the floor, 
without obſerving any particular object, 
till at laſt he happened to fix them near 
the bed, and diſtinctly perceived the foot 
of a man, who wore a very fine buckle: 
at this ſight he became immoveable, and 
his blood ſeemed to freeze in his veins 
with ſurprize. 
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1 O. L I XXXIX. 


« FNOQOOD heavens! is it poſſible 
« * that I ſhould already find you 
« unfaithful ? (exclaimed the Marquis, 
* with his eyes ſtill fixed on the object of 


< his wonder) there is a man concealed 


under your bed.” Flora burſt into tears 
at this accuſation, and throwing herſelf 
on her knees before him, ** Puniſh me not 
(faid ſhe) by an injurious ſuſpicion : 


„ if I loſe your affection, life will be 


e inſupportable. The perſon under the 
ee bed, is a foreign nobleman of great 
cc diſtinction, who came, I own, to make 
c“ meavery advantageous propoſal, which 
* heaven knows my ardent affection for 


you would not ſuffer me to accept. 


«© Whilſt he was endeavouring to per- 
« ſuade me to liſten to him, I heard 
1440 « you 
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„you on the ſtairs, and requeſted 
„ him to conceal himſelf, leſt the 
knowledge of the offer I have re- 
« fuſed ſhould become a future tax 
* on your generoſity ; fearing likewiſe 
ce that your jealouſy might be awakened 
„ by ſuch a tete d tele, and that you 
might think ill of a woman who 
* adores you.” The Marquis had ſeen too 
much of the world, to give credit to this 
harangue; athouſand fears were awakened 
in his mind and agitated his heart. Let 
us ſee (ſaid he, in a rage) this foreign- 
« er, that I may be able to judge if he is 
i worthy to diſpute your heart with me.“ 
At theſe words he drew the unfortunate 
feet from under the bed, and the ſtill 
more unfortunate, owner of them into 
the middle of the room, and ioſtantly re 
cognized the terrified countenance of his | 
Valet de Chambre. Raſcal, (ſaid the 


Vol. I. F | « Marquis) 
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* Marquis) what is the meaning J ſee 
« you thus dreſſed in my clothes? Is it 
& poſſible that a valet ſhould dare to 
F arrive at. ſuch an height of affurance ?” 
66 A valet de chambre! ah, my God!” 
cried Madame de T***, and either faint- 
ed, or pretended ſo to do. Wretch, 
* (ſaid Monſieur D'IIlois) tell me before 
e I break every bone in your ſkin, what 
«© is the meaning of this metamorphoſe, 
ee and what you have done with my 
% money?“ The poor devil, more dead 
than alive, fell on luis knees and confeſſed 
all that had paſſed. The Marquis con- 
tented himſelf with kicking him down 
fairs, and turned all his anger againſt 
his miſtreſs, convinced of the perfidy 
and avarice of her whom a few hours 
before he had ſuppoſed fo fondly attached 
to ns | 


FOLLY 
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ITH OUT uttering a ſingle 
| word to Flora, or being in the 
leaſt moved by ſeeing her in a ſwoon, 
the Marquis began to break the looking- 
glaſſes, windows, china, and ſeemed de- 
termined to revenge her infidelity on the 
furniture; (happy it is for Madame de 
TV, that all the lovers to whom ſhe 
had proved unfaithful had not thought 
of the ſame method of revenge). She ſtill, 
however, continued in a ſtate of inſenſi- 
bility with the patience of a ſtoic, till 
the Marquis lifting up his arm to throw 
down a very beautiful pagoda into the 
general wreck, ſhe jumped at once upon 
her feet, and conjured him to ſpare her 


1 | pagoda. 
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pagoda, The Marquis, whoſe anger was 
rather abated by the miſchief already 
done, went out without youchſafing her 
a look, and left her weeping and curſing 
her credulity amidſt a chaos of broken 
chairs, luſtres, and looking glaſſes, which 

he had thus facrificed to his rage. | 


FASHIONABLE FOLLIES. 125 


F- 0 I 
HE Marquis made a firm reſolu- 
tion never to ſee the inconſtant 
beauty more ; but when his warmth was 
ſubſided, he relented, and almoſt forgot 
her fault.“ That raſcal (faid he) who 
© ſeduced her by the fight of the louis's, 
« was in fact the moſt to blame; perhaps 


« had it not been for him, ſhe might 
« ſtill have loved me,” He then re- 


ſolved to turn away the valet he had be- 
fore had the goodneſs to pardon; and 
was twenty times on the point of re- 
turning to Flora, to requelt her forgive- 
neſs, and own to her that he could not 
live without her; but pride, powerful 
pride, reſtrained his impetuous deſires, for 
luckily the ſtory was too well known to 
beſoon forgot; and thefear of being laugh- 
ed at, ſo far prevailed that it obliged Mon- 
ſieur D'Illois to keep the reſolution he 
had made to abandon her for ever. 

| F;3 OL” 
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OL. LIT XLII. 


Ademoiſelle D'Urbin continued 
ſtill in the convent; vexed to the 
ſoul at being thus confined, and weary 
of every ſtudy ſhe purſued, ſhe de- 
termined to change the object of her 
attention, and learn geography. The 
maſter who taught this ſcience at the 
convent, was a ſingle man, about thirty 


years of age; hi s figure nothirſy un- 
common, but juſt ſuch a one as it may 
be ſuppoſed heaven would beſtow on a 
geography maſter, without doing him a 
ſingular favour : his face was fuch as may 
be ſeen every day in every ſtreet in Paris; 
his eyes were the only features worthy of 
obſervation, for tho* they were ſmall, 
they were lively and full of luſtre, yet 
without power to expreſs a fingle idea; 


the wit and underſtanding of this being, 
| was. 
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was ſuited to his appearance; but a 
great deal of ſmall talk of his own, and 
a very few bon mots of other people, made 
him paſs among boarders at a convent 
for a very entertaining man, and Made- 
moiſelle D'Urbin ſoon became enchant- 
ed with his merit; and he paid her fo 
many fine compliments on her beauty 
at... underſtanding, that ſhe waited with 
impatience the hour when ſhe was to re- 
peat her leſſons; began to fancy him ami- 
able, and from à certain embaraſſment 
ſhe experienced whenever ſhe was with 
him, concluded ſhe was moſt violently in 
love, though the chief reaſon ſhe had to 
ſuppoſe ſo, was that ſhe could not _ 
on him without un 
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FOLLY XIII. 


NONVINCED that her affections 
were unalterably fixed on this en- 
gaging creature, ſhe found too much plea- 
ſure in the idea of being in love, to en- 
deavour to combat her pa ſſion; beſides it 
has ever been an undoubted an d received 
opinion among very young ladies, and 
the ſervants who attend them, that a firſt 
love is unalterable; and theſe being the 
only perſons who compoſed her ſocicty, 
the determined in compliance with their 
tenets, to indulge an affection ſhe had ever 
heard it vain to oppoſe ; and as ſhe had 

| found in all the romances ſhe had read, 
| that ladies of rank were very explicit in 
owning their inclination, ſhe reſolved to 
acquaint him with the impreſſion he had 
made on her heart, and encourage him to, 
avow 
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avow what ſhe fancied ſhe read in his 
looks, though he had never dared to hint 
a word on the ſubject: the firſt time 
therefore that her maſter came, with her 
eyes fixed on the ground, and that bluſh 
of modeſty on her cheek (which is only 
to be conquered by a ſeries of ſuch de- 
clarations) © You have taught me, Sir, 
„ (ſaid ſhe) more than perhaps you in- 
© tended; for I have diſcovered that, 
though love is knownin every habitable 
country of the globe, yet I had ever 
remained ignorant of ſuch a power, 
had I not ſcen you.“ 


F's ;.  FOLES 
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F or i. 


HEN ſhe had ended this fine 
ſpeech (the compoſing of which 
had kept her waking for two or three 
nights) the geography maſter tranſport- 
ed with joy, committed a thouſand abſur- 
dities to convince her of his paſſion, ſtam- 
mered a thouſand vows of everlaſting 
conſtancy and eternal adoration; but the 


time for the leſſon being at an end, with- 
out their having ſaid one half of what 
they wiſhed to ſay, (and even during 
that time, ran the riſque of being over- 
| heard both from the parlor and by a deaf 
Nun, who attended the young ladies to 
their leſſons with their maſters) they de- 
termined before they parted, to find an 

expedient to hold a converſation with 
more freedom; and the geography maſ- 
ter 
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ter returned home, delighted with joy; 
and when he reflected on the declaration 
of love made to him by a beautiful 
creature of ſeventeen, of birth and for- 
tune, his vanity was more flattered than 
his tenderneſs. ' © I knew, (ſaid he, ſur- 

„ veying himſelf in the glaſs) that I 
« ſhould one time or other meet with 
A woman of faſhion, whoſe diſcern» 
ment would revenge me on fortune, by 
doing juſtice to my figure and talents.” 
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\-CTUATED by theſe tranſports, 
he ſat down to write to his miſtreſs ; 
and giving a looſe to the torrent of his 
wit and eloquence, | he.finiſhed an epiſtle 
to Mademoiſelle D' Urbin, which. con- 
Om" the following words : 


* Deareſt Lady, 


% FROM pole artic to wh antar- 
« tic, I have ſeen nothing comparable 
* to you; be not then aſtoniſhed that 
« your world of charms have enflamed. 
« my heart like the torrid zone, and: 
tc that I meſt earneſtly defire to be 
t raiſed to the altitude of your eſteem ; 
« you are become my polar ſtar, and 
from henceforth I will conſult no other 


& map, than your charming face, over 
„ which 
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& which my eyes travel with delight; I 
« behold it as my ſphere, and find there 
das many beauties as the ſphere has cir» 
cles; ſcarce can I ſuſtain the reſplen- 
« dent light beaming from thoſe bright 
“e ſtars, which are ſet in it as planets in 


< the firmament ; let me not then wan- 
2 der i in the vaſt wide ſea of inconſtan- 
* Cys but remain fafe in the harbour of 
« fidelity, in defiance of tempeſts; for I 
* will ever be fixed as a rock, in point 
« of affection „and my loye ſhall ever 
remain in the ſame latitude. 


60 Carrie 
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FO L Lr . XEVI. 


Ademoiſelle D'Urbin was charmed 

with this elegant letter, and whilſt 

ſhe admired the ſtile in which it was 
written, her paſſion redoubled : earneſt- 


y wiſhing for an opportunity to ſpeak 


to him without witneſſes, | ſhe put a 


note into his hand at the next leſſon, 


which was to acquaint him with a project 


ſhe had formed, which, ſhe conceived, 


might be cafily - put into execution the 
following night, for which ſhe waited 
with the utmoſt impatience, as the very 
idea of an affignation attended with ſe- 
erecy and difficulty, pleaſed her vani- 
ty and gratified a kind of innate love 
of intrigue to which ſhe was naturally 


inclined. 
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TF HE adventurous: geography maſter 

was to get upon a very high wall, 
which was nearly. even with the windows 
of Mademoiſelle D'Urbin's apartments, 
and ſeparated only by the width of a 
narrow area,, ſo though it was impoſſible 
for them even to ſhake hands, yet they 
had opportunity for a long uninterrupted 
converſation, which muſt, however, . be 
in whiſpers only, leſt they ſhould be 
overheard by the other boarders, .whoſe 
rooms were contiguous. The lover long 
before the appointed hour aſcended the 
wall at the imminent hazard of his. 
neck, and creeping along the top, ' waited 
on his hands and knees *till the convent 
clock ſtruck twelve, the ſignal for the 
fair one to make her appearance at the 


window, 
FT. OLET 
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TI E night proved ſo favourably da rk 

that our hero had great reaſon to 
hope he ſhould not be diſcovered; but 
fortune, who ſeems to take pleaſure ſome- 
times to fruſtate the deſigns of mortals, 
maliciouſly diſappointed all his hopes by 
means of an old devotee whoſe chamber 
was next to Mademoiſelle D*Urbin's : 
this pious creature roſe at midnight to ſay 
her prayers ; in the midſt of her oraiſons 
ſhe fancied ſhe heard a noiſe near her 
window, and was extremely terrified, 
«Some evil ſpirit (faid ſhe, croſſing her- 
« herſelf) is, doubtleſs, prowling about, 
and jealous of. my ſtrict obſervance of 


* my duty, is watching the moment of 
* inat- 
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* inattention to ſteal my foul from hea- 
ven.“ At laſt ſhe took courage, and 
creeping, ſoftly to' the window, plainly 
diſcovered ſomething on the wall which 
had the appearance of a quadrupede of 
immenſe fize; which, ſhe was conyinced, 
moyed frequently ; and when ſhe reflect- 
ed on the very ſmall diſtance between 
her window and the wall, her hair ſtood 
erect with fear; for being aſſured what 
ſhe ſaw was too large for a cat, ſhe wiſely 
conjectured that it muſt be the devil: 
poſſeſſed with this idea, ſhe cried aloud, 
« Abrenuntio, or I renounce thee, Sa- 
tan!“ As ſhe ſpoke in a frightful, 
hollow tone occaſioned by fear, the found 
of her voice, though not the words, 
reached the ears of the geography maſter, 
who being greatly alarmed at finding 
himſelf diſcovered, roſe on his feet to 

40 1 endea- 
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* endeavour to make his eſcape. The old 
woman ſeeing him grown inſtantaneouſty 
to ſuch an amazing height, doubted not 
but he was coming to fetch her through 
the window, and ran out of the room, 
calling on all the ſaints to protect her. 
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HE ran for refuge into the chamber of 
Mademoiſelle D*Urbin, who was pre- 
paring to give audience to her lover: 
Ahl my God, (ſaid the devotee) I ſhall 
e not live long, I have ſeen the devil, 
« I am convinced of it, I ſaw him as 
** plain as I ſee you; he had large horns, - 
* a long tail, a fiery red and black ſkin; 
he was in amoſtfrightful ſhape, grinned 
at me with horrid teeth, and flames of 
* fire came out of his mouth and ears: 
for heaven's ſake kneel with me, and 
let us pray heaven to keep him from 
* us.” At any other time this ſuperſti- 
tious terror of the devotee would have 
entertained Mademoiſelle D'Urbin ex- 
tremely, and even vexed as ſhe was at her 
diſa . ſhe could not help 
laughing 
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laughing heartily. The other accuſed her 
of impiety, and ſwore by all the faints 
in paradiſe ſhe had moſt faithfully re- 
lated what ſhe had ſeen, without the 
leaſt exaggeration, declaring at the ſame 
time her reſolution, * to paſs the whole 
« night on her knees, where ſhe was, as 
1. ſhe would tiot again, on any account, 
% venture to return *till day-light into 
«* her own chamber.” Theſe words threw 


Mademoiſelle D'Urbin into deſpair ; in- 
deed. it was a moſt mortifying cireum- 


ſtance both to loſe the opportunity of 
entertaining her lover, and be obliged 
to paſs the night on her knees with ap- 


Parent devotion, whilſt in her heart ſhe 


liberally beſtowed the ſevereſt impreca- 
tions on the bigotry and umpertinence of 
the old woman. 
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T the outcry made by the devotee, 


the geography maſter deſcended 
from the wall, and ſtood liſtening very 
attentively for ſome time, when finding 
every thing buried in profound filence, 
he ventured to climb up once more, 
where (as the nymph was engaged in a 
very different manner) he had ſufficient 


leiſure to amuſe himſelf with his own. 


thoughts: in vain did he endeavour to 
account for Mademoiſelle D*Urbin's not 


coming according to her promiſe to her 


window ; he accuſed by turns the nuns, 
the boarders, and even Mademoiſelle 
D' Urbin herſelf, with being acceſſary to 


his diſappointment: he waited ſeveral 


hours on all-fours; and as it was not a 


very eaſy poſture, expected every mo- 


ment 
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ment to fall to the ground; at length, 


fearing to be diſcovered by the dawn of 
day when the nuns roſe to matins, the 
poor man crept home. to bed bruiſed, 
crampt, and ſtiff with the cold, and 
furiouſly angry with Mademoiſelle D'Ur- 
bin for daring to diſappoint a lover like 
kim. | 
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HE next time he ſaw his beautiful 

ſcholar, ſhe acquainted him with 
the uncomfortable night ſhe had paſſed, 
to which he paid not the leaſt attention, 
but was fo violently angry at having 
waited ſo long in vain, that the young, 
unexperienced beauty deigned with tears 
to aſk his pardon, and trembled at his 
menaces, (as he threatened her with no- 
thing leſs than the entire loſs of ſo illuſ- 
trious a lover) ; however, on her humble 
ſubmiſſion, he at laſt condeſcended to be 
appeaſed, but aſſured her in the moſt im- 
perious tone of voice, © that another 
ce time ſhe muſt not expect te meet with 
the ſame degree of complaiſance.” 
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FT HE old Devotee. conceived her- 

ſelf ſo much indebted to Made- 
moiſelle D'Urbin, for the refuge ſhe had fo 
kindly given her trom the Devil, that ſhe 
ſcarce ever quitted her, but. followed her 
continually : the daughter of the Baron was 
| conſtrained to ſuffer her importunities, 
= though by that means ſhe could ſcarce 
| ever get an opportunity, to ſpeak a word 
[ to the object of her * | 
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Ademoiſelle D' Urbin diſſem- 

bled her uneaſineſs at this re- 
ſtraint, and accepted the offer of her 
friendſhip in order to gain her confi- 
dence; and when ſhe found her ready 
to give credit to her inſinuations, ſhe 
came haſtily one night into the old wo- 
man' S room, and with all the ſeeming 
terror ſhe could aſſume, declared, that 
going cloſe to her own window, ſhe had 
likewiſe ſeen the devil, and had made a de- 
termination never to look out after dark, 
and ſtrongly recommended to the old 
lady to adopt the ſame reſolution, and ſo 
far ſucceeded, that ſhe promiſed whatever 
noiſe ſhe might in future hear, nothing 
ſhould tempt her to look out during 
the night. tie | 
{VoutTD  G FOLLY 
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S Mademoiſelle D'Urbin had now 
ſome reaſon to hope that the fears 
of the devotee would prevent any fur- 
ther interruption to their nocturnal 
meetings, ſhe ventured to write once 
more to her lover, and deſired him to be 
on the wall the night following: he 
eagerly complied with her. requeſt, full 
of the moſt chimerical ideas. of the hap- 
pineſs he ſhould enjoy in exchanging 
vows fo | favourable to his intereſt as 
yell as his wiſhes, 


OL 34: 
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T HE enamorato once more ſeated in 
the ſame uneaſy poſture, endea- 
voured to get as near to Mademoiſelle 
D'Urbin's window as poſlible, and ac- 
cordingly crept along (not quite fo grace- 
fully as a cat would have done in the 
ſame ſituation) for ſome yards; but in 
his peregrination he threw down a ſtone 
which was looſe, from the top of the 
wall into the ſtreet : unfortunately the 
devotee was not yet in bed, and when 
ſhe heard the noiſe, concluded it to be 
nothing leſs than a clap of thunder, 
Almoſt frightened to death, ſhe fan- 
cied all the powers of hell were pre- 

F OY paring 


=. 
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paring to attack her; deſpair gave her cou- 


| rage, and as a laſt reſource, ſhe took up, as 
| ſhe ſuppoſed to be, a veſſel of holy water, 
| | (but which proved to be a boiling fomen- 


tation for her rheumatic leg) and, in ſpite 
of her terror, threw it out of the window 
in ſuch a judicious direction, and with 
ſo much dexterity, that the geography 
maſter did not loſe a ſingle drop it con- 
tained, 
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1 O L L V VE 


OOR Cartinet feeling himſelf fo 
dreadfully ſcalded, loſt his equilibri- 
um, and fell into the ſtreet ; but fortunate- 
ly for him, he fell into the midſt of ſeveral 
buſhels of lime, which had been left 
under the wall: ſcarcely had he recovered 
the uſe of his feet, before (in ſpite of 
che pain he felt from the burn, with ſome 
few additional bruiſes he got by his fall) 
he ran as faſt as he could, dreading a 
ſecond ſprinkling: Mademoiſelle D' Ur- 
bin was ſoon made acquainted with her 
lover's misfortunes, as the old woman 
awakened the whole convent with her eries, 
and related to the trembling nuns that ſhe 
had again ſeen the wicked one, on the 
683 


wall 3 
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wall ; that a moſt violent clap of thun- 


der announced his arrival, and that, at 


laſt, ſhe hall taken courage, opened the 
window, and thrown over him the whole 
veſſel of holy water ; that Satan feeling 
bimſelf ſo ſprinkled; howled moſt fear- 
fully, and diſappeared, leaving behind 
him a thick black ſmoke. | The good 
creatures heard this ſtory with a firm be- 
gef, and pious attention, and reſolved to 
proclaim a faſt to implore heaven for the 
protection of their convent, then they 
regained” their cells, without daring to 


book behind them; and unable to ſleep 


the remainder of the night for the phan- 
toms raiſed by their imagination; and 


Mademoiſelle D'Urbin, to heighten the 


Ilhumour occaſioned by her difappoint- 
ment, was forced to offer half her bed to 
het troubleſome neighbour, whofe fears 
dul not permit her to ſleep alone. 

n n 
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F HE geography maſter was for ſe- 
vera] days ynabje to quit his bed, 
and the old devotee looking upon it as 
one of the chriſtian duties to viſt the 
ſick, went moſt charitably to enquire 
after his health, and in their eonverſation 
related her late Kkirmiſh with the Devil; 
at which Cartinet turned pale with 
fear, and trembled every limb when 
he heard it was holy water with 
which he had been burnt ſo dreadfully : 
the old woman finding him become 
thoughtful and filent, retired ſoon after, 
and left him to his own reflections, which 
were not very pleaſant ones, as he con- 
cluded he muſt be in A ſtate of abſolute 
perdition, fince his ſins were ſuch as had 
already ranked him with the fallen an- 
gels, and that be, like them, was 
become ſenſible to the exorciſement of 
holy water. 64 "FOLEY 
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F Lr Le 


HE SE ideas worked fo forcibly 
on his ima gination, that he deter- 
mined to renounce the world, merit par- 
don by repentance of his faults, and to 
enter into a convent, without informing 
any of his friends of his fituation, or 
even taking leave of his beloved miſtreſs; 
however, at the end of two days he 
began to conſider, that common po- 
ütteneſs obliged him to inform her of 
this project of penitence; he therefore 
wrote her a long letter, to acqu aint her 
with his reſolution, and the neceſfity of 
it, as © he had doubtleſs offended heaven 
& by his preſumption. i in ſcaling the ſacred 
© walls of a convent, fince the ſaints had 


« permitted 


FASHIONABLE FOLLIES gz 
« permitted a miracle, in order to work 
« his converſion, and had given to holy 
« water the power of viſibly bliſtering 
&« his ſkin in the ſevereſt manner, for 
which reaſon he was reſolved no longer 
© to oppoſe ſo viſible a manifeſtation of 
« Providence, and therefore was deter- 
« mined to turn capuchin.” 


-_ 
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I Ademoiſelle D'Urbin had ſcarce 
read this letter, when the devo- 
tee came haſtily into the room, cry ing 
*. A miracle ! I have found (ſaid ſhe) the 
* veſſel of holy water, with which 1 
% conceived I had ſcalded the Devil; 
4 a full proof this of the interpoſition of 
« ſome good being in my favour, ſince 
% the demon felt ſo forcibly what 
„ T threw on him, and which 1 

„ now find was nothing more than 
% meie boiling water, and that, you 
* know, could not poſſibly have the 
<« leaſt effect on a being who dwells in 
the midſt of fire and flames: O!] how 
will father Laurence rejoice that his 
« poor penitent was thus made an humble 
« inſtrument to confound the prince of 
_« darkneſs,” | 
440 | 0s LY 
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H E young lady perfectly ſatisfied 
+ , with this intelligence, wrote to 
ber lover the true cauſe of his misfor- 
tunes, and aſſured him, he need not 
doubt but St. Anthony himſelf would 
have ſuffered equally from the ſame 
« fort of ſprinkling.” This information 
baniſhed inſtantly every idea of Carti- 
net's turning monk; and as ſoon as he 
was able to get abroad, he returned to 
the convent to repeat his vows of love 
and affection, where Mademoiſelle D*Ur- 
bin was ſo overjoyed to behold him again, 
that ſhe conſented after much entreaty, 
(in the abſence of the attendant nun, 
to grant him a kiſs through the grate, as 
a conſolation for his ſufferings for her 
lake z but juſt as their lips approached 

Gs each 
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each other on either ſide, the devotee 
entered the parlour very unexpectedly ; 
the good old lady trembled at the crime 
ſhe ſaw them going to commit, and in- 
ſtantly: threw herſelf between them and 
_ the grate, accuſed the geography maſter 
as being a ſeducer of his ſcholars, and 
« loudly thanked heaven for the diſco- 
« yery ſhe had made of his diſpoſition in 
« que time, as ſhe' had lately had ſome 
thoughts of learning geography of him 
« herſelf;” then ordered him inſtantly to 
withdraw, and never more appear at the 
convent.. The lovers ſo frightened, were 
all obedience, and were forced to part 
without daring to offer one ſingle word 
In their own defence. aft 2 
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HEY were no ſooner alone than 

the devotee read Mademoiſelle 

D' Urbin a very ſevere lecture on the 
very great impropriety of her beha- 
viour, and ended with aſſuring “ her, 
that, if ſhe were not her friend; the 
«whole convent ſhould have been in- 
e ſtantly acquainted with the affair, but 
*© in conſideration of the very great 
affection ſhe felt for her, it ſhould be 
4 kept a profound ſecret, if ſhe would 
<« promiſe to behave with more prudence 
« for the future.” Theſe laſt words 
afforded the young lady ſome conſola- 
tion, and ſhe promiſed to be more careful 
of her conduct, conjuring her © to be 
& mindful on her part of the ſilence ſhe 
had declared. ſhe meant to obſerve. 
- > th 
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The old woman, indeed, proved herſelf to 
be a model of diſcretion, for ſhe moſt 
religiouſly kept the ſecret for two long 
hours, and then it only eſcaped her to 
two of her moſt intimate friends who 
yowed never to diſcloſe it, and they only 
acquainted four of their enfidantes, on 
_ whoſe fidelity they could rely, by whoſe 
means in leſs than fix hours it was known 
to the the whole convent; and the Ba- 
_ ron's daughter was the only perſon who 
remained ignorant that the whole r 
Action was no o danger a ſecret. 


FOLLY 
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* hopes the promiſes they had made 
of future decorum, had prevailed on 
the devotee to keep their ſeeret, the 
geography maſter ventured to pre- 
ſent himſelf ance more (at the uſual 
hour for his leſſons] at the gate of the 
convent, but was repulſed by the por- 
treſs with a very ſevere ceprimand for his 
behaviour, and an expreſs command from 
the abbeſs, to abſent himſelf for the fu - 
ture: ſhacked at this treatment, he re- 
tired in contuſion ; and though he loſt in 
this . convent almoſt all the ſcholars he 
could boaſt, yet he flattered himſelf, by 
purſuing the conqueſt of Mademoiſelle 
D' Urbin, her fortune would one day or 
other more than make him large amends 
for his preſent diſgrace and diſappoint- 

ment, 
FOLLY 
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FELL--Y . 


HUS ſeparated, the lovers had no 

longer the leaſt hope of obtaining 
an interview; but fortunately for them, 
the old devotee fell ſick, and a ſhort 
time after, was removed to the infirmary 
on the other ſide of the houſe. Made- 
moiſelle D'Urbin had no ſooner got rid of 
this troubleſome duenna, than ſhe once 
more wrote to Cartinet, and appointed 
him again to be the next night on the 
wall, where ſhe aſſured him nothing 
could now poſſibly interrupt their con- 
. | 
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FOLLY 


LXIV. 3 

ER lover had already ſuffered fo 

ſeverely from theſe appointments 
at the wall, that his courage was ſcarce 
ſafficient to enable him to reſolve to com- 
ply with the affignation : he trembled 
from head to foot at the idea of again 
repairing to that unfortunate ſpot, but 
fortifying his mind with all poſſible reſo- 
lution, he ventured once more to {ct out 
at midnight, but was hardly got to the 
place before he was ſcized with a violent 
ſhaking; his teeth ſhattered, his hair 
ſtood upright on his head, and he remain- 
ed almoſt im moveable, but recovering 
himſelf, he took courage to mount, and 
ſafely attained the top. 2 


FOLLY 
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F'O' L I. Y | IXV:; 


EING arrived: oppoſite to the win- 

dow of his miſtreſs, he was again 
taken with ſuch a pannic that he was 
tempted to retire with precipitation; but, 
at chat inſtant he heard the window 
open, and Mademoiſelle D'Urbin ſoftly 
call him by bis name, which recovered 
him from his ſtate of ſtupidity, and they 
had all the freedom of diftant converſation, 
whilſt vows of conſtancy and everlaſt- 
ing attachment were not Tpared on either 
ſide, to convince each other of their 
affection. In the , midſt of this inte- 
reſting dialogue, they were alarmed by the 
claſhing "of ſwords and the ſound of 
voices at a very little diſtance, and 
which ſeemed to approach ſtill nearer to 
the convent. 


FOLLY 
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FOLLY Lr. 


A? length, by the _ ſecs © | 


light of the moon, they plainly 


diſcovered two men fighting with ſwords 
at the foot of the wall: fear prevented 
the geography maſter from articulating 
a ſyllable ; and as he ſtood on the very 
darkeſt part of the wall, Mademoiſclle 


D*Urbin concluded from his ſilence, that 


he had haſtily retired on hearing the 
noiſe ; and having waited a few moments, 
without hearing him ſpeak, it confirmed 
her in her ſuppoſition, therefere ſhut her 
window, and retired tobed very well ſatis- 
fied with the ſucceſs of her project. 
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FOLLY IXVI. 


OOR Cartinet now offered up his 

vows to any protecting power who 
would deign to accept them, and fear 
acted ſo forcibly on his imagination, that 
he fancied ſome of the friends of the 
Baron were going to ſcale the wall, and 
puniſh with their ſwords his ambitious 
attachment: this terror affected him ſo 
ſtrongly, that he inadvertently loſt his 
footing, and fell headlong between the 
combatants who were fighting with great 
fury. 


FOLLY 
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F OLLI III 


HEN he found himſelf falling 

he roared as loud as he could: 
the perſons on whom he fell were as 
frightened as himſelf, for, on hearing 
his cries, they concluded the watch and 
half the city of Paris were at their heels, 
therefore inſtantly forgot their animo- 
ſity, and the cauſe of it, and without ut- 
tering one ſingle word, ran each a dif- 
ferent way as faſt as poſſible, 
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p HEY fled in ſuch hafte that they 
UN forgot their coats and waiſtcoats, 
Which they had tripped off by agree- 
ment, to make a quicker termination of 
the matter in queſtion : luckily for our 
lover, he fell on their ſpoils, which pre- 
vented his receiving any hurt ; and as ſoon 
as he became capable of perceiving on 
what he had fallen, and that the coaſt 
was clear, he made not the leaſt ſcruple 
to take them home along with him as 
his lawful capture, and ſome conſolation 


for the fright he had undergone. 


14402 FOLLY 
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F O L L Y xXx. 
T HE dueliſts on che bond regain- 
ed their lodgings en chemiſe (a 
proper puniſhment for their folly) ; for 
both being in love with the fame lady, 
who could with propriety marry only one 


of chem (at leaſt at à time), the other 


turned all his rage againſt his rival, and 
wiſely endeavoured to gain the affection 


of his miſtreſs, by cutting the throat of 


the man for whom ſhe profeſſed a par- 
tiality, whulft the lover, equally reaſonable 
on his part, thought it incumbent on 
him to deſtroy his friend for being ſen- 

fible to thoſe charms he would have 


deemed it the moſt profound ſtupidiey 


not to admire; and they had met by ap- 
pPointment that evening under the con- 


vent wall, actuated by the laudable de- 
Aire of putting an end to each other's 


exiſtence, beczuſe they were both of the 
{ame mind. FOLLY 
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F 0 L L * LXXI. 
T H E Marquis D'Illois thought he 


had now allowed ſufficient time for 

all the formality of ſorrow, and there- 
fore waited on the Baron to renew his 
propoſal, and requeſt the long promiſed 
introduction to his daughter. Having ever 
been on the moſt friendly terms, the 
Marquis aſſumed the privilege of a ſon- 
in-law, rather prematurely, and entered 
whilſt the Baron was at his toilette, who 
was ſo charmed to fee him, that he flew 
eagerly to meet him; and Monfieur 
D'Illois finding himſelf ſo favourably 
received, hoped ſoon to obtain the height 
of his wiſhes, and moſt carneſtly deſired 
his permiſſion to accompliſn his marriage. 
1 am glad, my dear Marquis, (ſaid 
« the Baron) that this is the ſubject of 
4 "Fon viſit; I eſteem your alliance an 
K 4 . honour, 
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« honour, and promiſe you not to defer 
« your nuptials, but will fix an eatly day 
* for their celebration.” Monſieur 
D'Illois thanked him with tranſport z but 


on looking on the deranged countenance. 


of the Baron, (which his eagerneſs to 
plead his cauſe had prevented his before 
obſerving,) he could not forbear ſmiling 
(though certainly very mal. d. propos). 
When he perceived Monſ. D*Urbin had 
one eye-brow a fine dark brown, whilſt 
the other was entirely grey, and the down 
on his beard on one fide white as chalk, 
and the other tinged with the ſame brown 
as his finiſhed eye-brow : the Baron trem- 
blingly alive to ridicule (from being con- 
ſcious he deſerved it) read ſatire in the 
ill timed ſmile of the Marquis, inſtantly 
looked in the glaſs, and ſhuddered with 
vexation to ſee the myſtery of his toilette 
diſcovered by his negligence ; he remain- 
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ed ſilent a few moments, then turning 
« angrily to the Marquis, „If you, 
Sir, (ſaid he) have not more politeneſs 


« than to ſurpriſe perſons whilſt they are 


« drefling, my daughter ſhall never 


& marry any man who knows ſo little of 


© etiquette.” He then retired, and left 
- Monſieur D'Illois in the utmoſt aſtoniſh- 
ment. 


* 
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FO L 


Ortunately for the Marquis, a few 
days after this fracas, a little ſmug 
Abbe went to pay a viſit to the old De- 
votee at Mademoiſelle D*Urbin's con- 
vent; after a few common place compli- 
ments, they began to expatiate on the 
wickedneſs of the world in general, the 
follies of young perſons in particular, 
and both began moſt deyoutly to cenſure 
all their acquaintance. As this was an 
everlaſting ſubject for converſation, it 
continued a Jong time; at laſt the good 
lady could not help telling him how 
greatly ſhe had frequently been a ſufferer 
from the delicacies of her own conſcience, 
and repeated how much ſhe had very 
lately been hurt, and her chriſtian cha- 
rity perfectly diſtreſſed, between the wiſh 
H 2 : to 


172 FASHIONABLE FOLLIES, 


to diſguiſe the failings of a friend and reli- 
- gious doubts, leſt ſhe ſhould by hiding 
her fault beeome an accomplice in her 
guilt. She then related to him that a 
beautiful young girl of ſeventeen, daugh- 
ter to the Baron D*Urbin had fallen vio- 
lently in love with her geography 
maſter z that ſhe had ſurpriſed her grant- 
ing him a kiſs through the grate, which 
had occaſioned the maſter's diſmiſſion from 
the convent: ſhe uttered this all with 
ſo much volubility, that any one but the 
Abbe would have found great difficulty in 
attending to the ſtory; he, on the con- 
trary, took care to remember every 
word of it: but in order to account for 
his liſtening ſo attentively to what may 
appear a matter ſo wholly indifferent to 
him, it is neceſſary to obſerve, that the 
Baron D*'Urbin was his rival, and that 


the Abbe was extremely jealous of his 
| aſſiduities 
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aſſiduities to the beautiful preſidente (the 
widow before mentioned); he therefore 
loſt not a ſingle circumſtance, and when 
ſhe had finiſhed her relation, he retired, 
and left her convinced of the piety of 
the converſation, and greatly edified by 
having thus diſcloſed the faults of a poor 
innocent girl, 
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TILEASED with this diſcovery, the 

Abbe determined to take an oppor- 
tunity to rally the Baron moſt unmerci- 
fully the firſt time he met him at the pre- 
ſidentẽ aſſemble; accordingly, one very 
full night, he began very artfully to 
turn the diſcourſe on the happineſs of 
longevity, and congratulated the Baron 
on the probability of his enjoying ſo de- 
fireable a bleſſing, obſerving © how ex- 
« tremely well he looked for his age, and: 
ce that having a daughter now old enough 
to make him a grandfather, he might 
« yery reaſonably hope to ſee his great 
« grand children.“ Monſieur D'Urbin 
Vas extremely ſurpriſed at this attack, 
but endeavoured to evade it as much as 
poſſible, by declaring, that “ the de- 
Y « cealed 
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<« ceaſed Baroneſs left only one daughter, 
* a child at ſchool,” but the ſpiteful 
Abbe, immediately not only told the 
name of the convent where Mademoiſelle 
D*Urbin was confined, but laughing, 
accuſed him of acting the part of © an 
«© unnatural father, in thus denying his 
« own child.” The unhappy Baron 
hearing this accuſation brought ſo home 
to him in ſo peremptory a manner, re- 
mained ſilent, ſcarce daring to lift up his 
eyes, ſo much was he aſhamed at being 
convicted of being an old man, 
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P HE malicious Abbe enjoyed his. 
confuſion, and endeavoured to re- 
double it, by repeating all the devotee 
had told him; he related Mademoiſelle 
D'Urbin's adventure with the geography 
maſter, in which the kiſs was not for- 
gotten, nor the name of the devotee who 
had ſurpriſed them. The Baron, who was 
himſelf an entire ſtranger to this part of 
his daughter's hiſtory, was ſhocked to 
death at the vulgarity of the amour, yet 
was at laſt conſtrained to acknowledge 
that it was true, chat he had a daugh- 
ter in that convent, but that ſhe was 
« not in reality near as old as ſhe ap- 
« peared to be;” and the lovely widow 


pitying 


* 
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pitying his confuſion, ſaid with the 
greateſt politeneſs, that, if Mademoi- 
64 ſelle D'Urbin was old enough to be 
„ married, the world muſt allow the 
« Baron muſt have been a very young 
c father,” 
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XT7 HEN the Baron returned home 
he reflected on the very difagree- 
able ſituation he had been brought into, 
by having a daughter ſo forward; he 


was extremely vexed, as he clearly per- 
ceived the whole company had been en- 


tertained at his expence, and that not one 
of them had cordially aſſented to the 
compliment paid him by the lady of his 
affections; and ſo chagrined was he, that 
he inſtantly formed two reſolutions, the 
one to give up the pleaſure of going any 
more to the preſidentẽ aſſembly, leſt the 
'Abbe ſhould have another anecdote in 
ſtore for him, equally malicious; the 
other was to marry his daughter imme- 
diately; accordingly he went the very 
next morning to Monſieur D'Illois, and 
; taking 
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without taking notice of the very abrup 
manner in which they had parted, told 
him, © that he hoped his viſit would 
* prove an. agreeable one, as he called 
& to fix the time for his marriage with 
« Mademoiſelle D'Urbin,” but had the 
prudence carefully to conceal the motive 
which made him wiſh: to accelerate their 
nuptials: indeed the real reaſons for moſt 
alliances are ſeldom given or required on 
either ſide, (a fortunate circumſtance), 
ſince many of them would be found nei- 
ther better or wiſer than the Baron's.. 
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. ©” WA was at this 
overture, and accepted with rap- 
tyre the offer made by the Baron to in- 
troduce him that very evening to his 
daughter at the convent; and they mu- 
tually agreed that the marriage , ſhould 
take place in a few days. Thus haſtily was 
finallyſettled an affair on which the fu- 
ture happineſs of the two young people 
depended: and the Baron agreed 
to reſign his child to a man to whoſe prin- 
ciples, diſpoſition, and temper he was 
almoſt a perfect ſtranger, with much leſs 
anxiety than he would have felt on being 
obliged to leave the choice of the colour 
of a 'birth-day ſuit to his taylor, or the 
ſize of a pair of new ſhoe buckles to his 
jeweller. 


u 8 FOLLY 
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Ademoiſelle D' Urbin received the 

1 meſſage from her father, to pre- 
pare her for their reception with infinite 
pleaſure; to ſay the truth, it was the firſt 
viſit he had ever favoured her with ſince 
her reſidence at the convent. When he 
introduced the Marquis, he commanded 
her to look upon him as the man who 
was to become her huſband, and inform- 
her at the ſame time, that ſhe ſhould quit 
the convent, and be married in. a. few: 
days. As their union was ſo ſoon to 
take place, Monſieur D'Illois made a de- 
claration of his paſſion in form, which. 
was received by Mademoiſelle D'Urbin 
with ſo much modeſty and diffidence, that 
he was entirely captivated : he ſtaid with 
| 3 
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her an hour, the longeſt time he could 
| poſſibly ſpare that evening, having an 
aſſignation to meet a very beautiful wo- 
man at the opera, but went away from 
her perfectly convinced from that ſingle 
hour's converſation, that her underſtand- 
ing, accompliſhments, and turn of mind, 


were ſuch” as could not fail to o make him 
che * of men. 


FOLLY 
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FO IL. L T iir 


T FE was no ſooner gone than Made-- 
moiſelle D'Urbin acknowledged to 

her father that ſhe was entirely ſatisfied. 
with the choice he had been pleaſed to. 
make of the Marquis, as ſhe ſhould with 
infinite pleaſure give her hand to a man 
ſo handſome, elegant, faſhionable, and: 
well dreſſed, as Monſieur D'Illois,. 
« whoſe very appearance (ſhe ſaid) was: 
* ſuch as beſpoke him incapable of con- 
e trouling the inclinations of his wife ;**" 
and continued to talk of the happineſs of 
precedency, jewels, equipage, and intro-. 
duction to court in ſo fluent a ſtile that 
the Baron was perfectly ſurpriſed :- and. 
had he ever given himſelf the trouble to 
inveſtigate the various opinions of the 
learned on the doctrine of innate ideas, 
| he 
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| he would now have formed his own in 
direct oppoſition to that of Mr. Locke, 
and have concluded that his daughter 
muſt certainly have been born with theſe 
ideas of faſhionable life, ſince it would 
have been next to an impoſſibility ſhe 
could ever have attained them in the con- 
vent, or in the very ſhort acquaintance 
ſhe had made with the world before 
ſhe came thither. 


FOLLY 
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FOLLY. Linas 


THE inſtant the Baron D'Urbin 
quitted the parlour, Mademoiſelle 
his daughter flew to acquaint the whole 
convent with the news of her approach- 
ing marriage; the ſatisfaction, however, 
ſhe expreſſed at the choice of the huſband 
allotted her, was far from being her real 
ſentiments ; for though ſhe was infi- 
nitely pleaſed that ſhe was ſg ſoon to be 
married, yet, the perſon of Monſieur 
D'Illois had rather diſguſted than charm- 
ed her; but ſo earneſt was her defire of 
becoming her own miſtreſs, that ſhe re- 
ſolved to diſſemble her diſlike, knowing 
if ſhe rejected the Marquis, ſhe might 
not only incur her father's diſpleaſure, 
but what was much worſe, muſt re- 
main in the convent till ſome. other 
perſon had made propoſals, which the Ba- 

ran approved. 10 lr 
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POT LY rt. 


HE news of Mademoiſelle D'Ur- 
bins intended nuptials ſoon reached 
he could ſcarce give credit ta the report, 
when he recollected the love ſhe had pro- 
feſſed, and the vows. of fidelity ſhe had 
fo lately made to him; but when he ſoon 
after heard it confirmed beyond a poſſibi- 
ty of doubt, he was at firſt ſtupified 
with grief, and afterwards agitated by 
the moſt furious tranſports of rage: 
| had he dared to have made his appear- 
ance at the convent, he would have in- 
ſtantly gone and overwhelmed her w ith 
xeproaches of perfidy and ingratitude, but 
as he was circumſtanced, he was forced to 
content himſelf with writing to her on 
this ſubje& ; and ſent a letter containing 
23 ſeven 
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ſeven large ſheets of paper, which he 
found not any difficulty in conveying, to 
her, as ſhe was now no longer under. 
any reſtraint of that kind; but Made- 
moiſelle D'Urbin was ſo entirely employ · 
ed in preparations for her wedding, that 
ſhe deigned not to ſend any anſwer to 
this epiſtle, and had almoſt forgot that 
there exiſted in the world ſuch a being 
as poor Cartinet, who, after waiting in 
vain three long days for an anſwer, found 
out at laſt an excellent contrivance to put 
an immediate end to his love and misfor- 
tunes, by making a very ſerious determi- 
nation to hang himſelf; and that his in- 
ſenſible miſtreſs might be convinced that 
her barbarity had coſt him his life, and 
this inſtance of his courage ſhould 
not remain unknown to poſterity, he 
went (as ſoon as it was dark) to the gate 
of the convent, and putting one end of 


a rope 
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3 rope (which he brought in his pocket 
for this purpoſe) round his neck, he 
paſſed the other through the iron bars 
over the door at the entrance, and made 
an imprecation on the fair ſex in general, 
Mademoiſelle D*Urbin in particular, 
then ſwung into the air, and remained 
fuſpended. 
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T O L L XI LXXXL 


II was ſeven o'clock in a winter even- 

ing when he had thus diſpoſed of 
himſelf, and he hung in ſuch a manner 
that no perſon could paſs either in or 
out of the convent without obſerving 
him; he had not been many minutes in 
this ſituation before one of the boarders, 
who had dined with her friends was ſet 
down by them in a coach at the end of 
the ſtreet, and walked alone to the con- 
vent, which was but a few yards diſtance; 
yet the night being dark, the ſtreet un- 
frequented, and ſhe unuſed to walk 
alone, ſhe was rather alarmed, and went 
haſtily to pull the bell, inſtead of which 
ſhe laid hold on the dangling foot of the 
unfortunate Cartinet, and on feeling the 
ſhoe and ſtocking, ſhe ſcreamed as loud 


as ſhe poſſibly could with terror and 
y © E 


amazement. 
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X hearing her cries the portreſs ran 
det with a light, but when ſhe 
ſaw the figure of a man hanging on the 
gate of their holy houſe, her ſcreams even 
exceeded thoſe of the terrified boarder; 
their clamours ſoon reached the commu- 
nity, and both nuns and boarders ran out 
altogether to enquire the cauſe of this 
unuſual diſſurbance: Mademoiſelle D'Ur- 
bin, who came with the reſt, was near 
fainting when ſhe beheld the tragical ca- 
taſtrophe of her lover; yet as the dark- 
neſs of the night and the alteration in his 
features, occaſioned by ſuffocation, pre- 

ER” vented 
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vented the ſpectators leſs intereſted than 
herſelf from recollecting him, ſhe con- 
cealed as much as poſſible her agitation, 
whilft the nuns, without offering him the 
leaſt affiflance, devoted him (from the 
manner of his death to perdition), and 
all joined in agreeing, that the cauſe of 
it muſt be love for ſome inhabitant of 
the convent; and as it could not rea- 
ſonably be ſuppoſed that he would ever 
return to life to contradict the aſſertion, 
each of them, old and young, candidly 
confeſſed, © they had reaſon to fear that | |} 
e they were in ſome degree the cauſe of 1 
&« this raſh action, having very lately 1 
« ſtrictly forbid an unfortunate young | 
© man (whoſe name chriſtian charity . Ml | 
prevented their diſcloſing,) ever to 1 
„ think of an attachment to them ſo | | 1 
c incompatible with their heavenly en- 4 

gagement.“ 
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gagement.“ As ſo many were exactly 

in the ſame predicament, the perſon to 

whom this lover belonged could not poſſi- 

bly be diſcovered, but ſurely never did 

ſo many innocent perſons join in ac- 
uſing themſelves of a crime of which 
none of them were in the leaſt guil- 
ty. | 


FOLLY 
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FT 0 . LY LXXXIII. 


O ME charitable neighbours, how- 
O ever, cut down the unfortunate young 
man, and finding him ſtil} warm, poured 
ſome cordial down his throat, and uſed 
ſo many endeavours to reſtore him to life, 
that at laſt they ſucceeded, and brought 
him to his ſenſes : the nuns at the ap- 
proach of men had retired into the con- 
vent, but the curioſity of the boarders 
kept them till with the portreſs at the 
gate, When he was perfectly recovered, 
the young lady who had been the means 
of his preſervation, was pointed out 
to him; gratitude to her (or revenge 
towards Mademoiſelle D'Urbin) made 
him think her charming; and the ſwell- 
ing of his face having ſubfided, and 
he known to be'Cartinet, he went up to 
Vor. I. . her, 
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her, and begged permiſſion to wait on 
her, at her father's, aſſuring her very 
gallantly (with a look of diſdain towards 
Mademoiſelle D'Urbin) © that if he 
. _ .« ever hung himſelf again it ſhould be 

| for her alone.” 


— — — — m , — 
- . 
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E014 3 LXXXIV. 
5 HE boarder, who was an avrecable 


young woman, returned the next 
day to reſide at her father's, and her ſta- 
tion in life being an humble one, ſhe did 
not diſdain the geograghy maſter's ad- 
dreſſes: they were married in a few days; 
a precipitation which he expected would 
have driven Mademoiſelle D*Urbin to 
deſpair; but ſhe contented herſelf with 
cooly obſerving, that “ as there was ſo 
<<. ſhort a ſpace between the hanging and 
„ the marriage, if the wedding had 
been firſt, the other would have been 
* more eaſy to have been accounted for; | 
a reflection that indicated great know- 
ledge of life for ſo young a lady, and 
convinced Cartinet that he had nothing 
further to hope from the contemptuous 
coolneſs of his once affectionate fair one. 
12 FOLLY 
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FOLLY LXXXV, 


"DP HE contract of marriage was now 

ſigned between the Marquis D'II- 
lois and Mademoiſelle D*Urbin, and 
her apartments were filled with mag- 
nificent preſents from the Marquis: 
half the milliners and mantua-ma- 
kers in Paris were kept conſtantly 
employed, and from the trades-people 
buſied in coming for their orders, 
one might reaſonably have concluded the 
whole convent were going to be married, 


FOLLY 
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A T length the day was fixed, but 
at any time of the year in Paris, it was 
concluded the ceremony ſhould be per- 
formed in the country, although it was 
winter, and the weather extremely un- 
pleaſant for ſuch an expedition; the Mar- 
quis, therefore, ſet out for his chateau the 
evening before, to prepare for the re- 
ception ofhis beautiful bride, whom the 
Baron was to conduct thither the next day. 


13 FOLLY. 


as perſons of faſhion never marry - 
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FTER having been three hours 
at her toilette, Mademoiſelle D* Ur- * 
bin was ready by eight o'clock in the 
morning to attend her father, who called 


for her in a new coach and fix, with 
ſuperb harneſs, new liveries, ſeveral 


but-riders, and three poſtilions. The 
heart of Mademoiſelle D'Urbin fluttered 
with joy at the ſight of this cavalcade; 
ſhe embraced her father with rapture, bid 
adieu to her friends in the convent with 
an air of triumphant indifference, and on 
ſtepping into the carriage, ſeemed to ruſh 


with tranſport into a world to which ſhe 


was a perfect ſtranger. 
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W H E N they arrived at the chateau 

where the relations on both ſides 
were aſſembled, whilſt the bridegroom 
was introduging his bride to his friends, 
a ſtop had nearly been put to the cere- 
mony by an old Counteſs, ſiſter to the 


Baron, who declared ſhe never would - 


conſent © that her niece ſhould marry a 
e man who had given her ſo ſmall a dia- 
mond noſegay ; that it was not half 
big enough; that the one the Count, 
« her huſband, hadpreſented her with at 
| © their marriage, was four times the ſize, 
« and of ſuch a price, chat heſold two 
« farms and a lordſhip to purchaſe | it. 8 
The company were in.confuſion ; for, as 
the Baron had expectations from his ſiſter, 
ſne was not to be diſobliged, and as 
C there 


-— * — — =_ . | 
- — — — — ———— — 
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there were not any jewellers nearer than 
Paris, it was a difficulty not to be obvi- 
ated that day. Mademoiſelle D*Urbin 
trembled leſt ſhe ſhould once more be 
_ obliged to return to the convent ; ſhe 
therefore declared, © that the noſegay 
* was choſen by herſelf; that it was the 
% jeweller had aſſured her that it was the 
« moſt faſhionable ſize, and that it was 
« with difficulty ſhe could prevail on the 
« Marquis to let her have one ſo ſmall; 
ſhe therefore conjured her aunt to per- 
mit her to wear it.” On hearing this 
declaration the Counteſs condeſcended to 
be appeaſed, fo far as to ſuffer the nup- 
tials to go on, but declared loudly againſt 
the abſurdity of the preſent faſhion, and 
was not in a perfect harmony and good 
humour the whole day aero 


FOLLY 
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FO A» x LXXXIX. 


WH E terrible word, I twill, was at 


length pronounced by Mademoi- 


felle D'Urbin, by which ſhe renounced | 


the authority of a parent for that of a 
ſtranger ; loſt her name, and became en- 


grafted into a family, without being ac- | 


quainted with an individual perſon in it, 
and aſſumed the title of wife to the Mar- 
quis of D'Illois, without having con- 
ſidered the duties of one, or the leaſt 
inclination to fulfil them if ſhe had. For 


- the firſt five days it was rapture and ado- 


ration on the ſide of the | bridegroom 3 
condeſcending, ſweetneſs, and complais 
ſance on the part of the bride: but on 


the ſixth day the Marchioneſs took it 


3 into 
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into her head that ſhe could not bear the 
ſmell of marechale powder, and requeſt- 
ed the Marquis very ſeriouſly to leave . 
off, which, to her utter aſtoniſhment, he 
poſitively refuſed, and hinted rather un- 
politely, © that nothing but her being 
« juſt taken from a convent could excuſe 
the ignorance of ſuch a wiſn:“ Ma- 
dame D'Illois returned with great ſpi- 
rit, * that if ſhe had obſerved before 
4 ſhe had been married, that he wore it, 
«ſhe never would have ſuffered the 
match to have taken place ; for though 
«< ſhe knew little of the world, yet ſhe 
« knew enough of it to be convinced a 
“ coxcomb would not eaſily give up 
i, hat he ſuppoſed became him.“ The 
Marquis nettled at the inſinuation, and 
having heard the ſtory of the geography 
maſter (which had been talked on in 
moſt circles) told her, that © he did not 

| * vonder 
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« wonder ſhe could not eaſily reconcile 
c herſelf to the manners of a man of fa- 
ce ſhion, when Cartinet had ſo lately had 


< poſſeſſion of her heart.” The enraged 
Marchioneſs burſt into tears, and threat- 


ened to complain both to her aunt and 


father of the ill treatment ſhe had re- 


ceived. 


16 FOLLY 
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F O L L Y. XC.) 


7 


IHE Counteſs and the Baron 1 who 
were in an adjoining chamber) over- 
heard this altercation, which they found 
was carried on in rather too high a key 
for a love dialogue, therefore concluded 
it beſt to make their appearance before 
the young couple had expoſed themſelves 
to the ſervants. The Counteſs when ſhe 
heard the ſubje& in debate, endeavoured 
to ſooth the Marquis into a compliance 
with the lady's requeſt, but when the 
found him obſtinately perſiſt in his de- 
nial, ſhe flew into a rage, and declared, 
nothing better than ſullenneſs and obſti- 
* nacy could be expected from a man 
«© who had given his bride ſo contempti- 
« ble a bouquet ; and that her niece 
- might 
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might eaſily have known what unhap- 
< pineſs ſhe would meet with, when he 
& dared to offer her ſuch a contemptible 
“ preſent on the very day of mar- 
e riage.” The father-in-law addreſſed 
him in turn, and conjured him to ſacri- 
fice ſomething to the peace of mind of 
his wife; but the Marquis equally a 
ſtranger to controul or contradiction, be- 
haved like a madman; and as this ſcene 
paſſed in the Marquis's dreſſing- room, 
where his toilette was ſet for dreſſing, he 
- caught up the puff from the Marecnale 
powder box, and threw it in the face of 
the Marchioneſs, who ſcreamed aloud, 
and immediately ſunk down in a fainting 
fit on a ſopha, which fortunately 900 


behind oy 1 


FOLLY 
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F n 4 XCT. 


HE chateau was now become the 
ſeat of confuſion, and the unfortu- 
nate Madame D'Illois was carried to 
her apartment; when ſhe recovered ſhe 
related to her maid the barbarous. treat- 
ment ſhe had met with from the Marquis, 
and her determined reſolution never to 
forgive it ; acknowledged that ſhe never 


had liked him, but for the future ſhe 


ſhould ever look upon him with horror 
and diſguſt : the maid (who well knew 
that the leſs ſhe liked her huſband, the 
more probable it was that ſhe ſhould liſten 
to a lover, and that the more ſecrets 
Madame had to keep, the better for her 
ſuivante,) confirmed her in this chari- 
table diſpoſition, and aſſured the Mar- 
chioneſs her reſentment was perfectly juſt; 
i that 
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« that the treatment ſhe had met with, 
would juſtify her hatred to her huſband 
in the ſight of God and man; though 
c“ for that matter ſhe did not conceive it 
needed any excuſe, for many great 
« ladies, (ſhe ſaid) with whom ſhe had 
« lived, hated their huſbands without 
« any reaſon at all. 


* 


„ 
A 
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Ir res. 


B Y a very ſtrange fatality, Madame 
-D'Hlois no ſooner openly ſhewed her 
diſlike of her huſband, than he took it 
into his head to be violently fond of her, 
and there was not any thing (Marechale 
powder excepted, in which he was deter- 
mined to perſiſt, let what would be the 
conſequence) that he would not have 
relinquiſhed to oblige her ; and on their 
return to Paris a few days after, he ſo 
conſtantly followed her in public, and in- 
truded ſo often into the ſame parties ſhe 
| frequented in private, that he became the 
laugh of all his faſhionable acquaintance, 
and the Marchioneſs frequently aſſured 
him, ſhe was perfectly aſhamed of being 

| ſeen with him ſo often, and repreſented 


to him with great aſperity, © that they 
** were 
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«were both on the point of becoming 
<« extremely ridiculous.” Monſ. D'Il- 
lois, however, continued to perſiſt, and 
in a very ſhort time (whether from real 
antipathy, or faſhion, it is impoſſible to 
fay) but true it is, that he was looked 
upon by his lady with a very polite and 
faſhionable hatred. 2 ib 
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T HE Marchionefs, being my. princi- 


pal heroine, and intended by na- 
ture to play a capital character in the 


theatre of the great world, ſeems to de- 


mand a particular deſcription of her per- 
ſon and character: the tout enſemble was 


an intereſting figure, an oval face, large 


dark eyes, full of fire and expreſſion, a 


noſe like Marmontel's Roxelana, a mouth 


ornamented with a beautiful ſet of teeth, 
and a very ſmall head, whoſe motion 
would be beſt exemplified by a weather- 
cock in a ſtorm of wind; her com- 
plection was beautifully white, and the 
natural colour of her cheek would have 

rendered 
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rendered rouge uſclels, had not her rank 


and quality obliged her to wear it; a great 
quantity of fme gloſſy dark hair would 
have covered her neck and ſhoulders with 
natural ringlets, but that the preſent fa- 
ſhion was to elevate them half a foot 
higher than the head; and though the 
Baron had ſo frequently aſſerted that ſhe 


was remarkably tall for her age, yet, true 
it is, ſhe was one of the leaſt women that 


ever was ſeen: a beauty in miniature: 
her ſhape was elegantly formed, and the 
continual motion of her head, (already 
deſcribed( ſeemed to give her additional 
grace ; her vivacity was ſuch, that ſhe 
ſcarce remained an inſtant in a place, and 
her whole compoſition ſeemed to be 
formed of fire and quick-filver”: : when 
ſhe came into a circle, her ſtep was ſorne- 
thing between walking and dancing, but 
infinitely graceful ; as ſoon, as ſhe was 


ſeated 
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ſeated ſhe would ſpeak on an hundred dif- 


£ ferent ſubjects, equally trifling, with vo- 


lubility and elegance of ſtile ; and on a 


| ſudden, when ſhe had engaged the atten- 
tlon of the company, ſhe would recollect 
another appointment, riſe immediately, 


and diſappear like lightning, without 


finiſhing the topic ſhe had already begun : 


her violent love for the geography maſter, 
had early in life ſhewn her ſuſceptibility 


olf that paſſion, and the ſhort duration 
of her affection, the levity, and incon- 


ſtancy of her diſpoſition, too lively to allow 
herſelf time for thought ; ſhe ever follow- 


ed the firſt impulſe of her paſſions, and 


reflection never came to her aſſiſtance till 
it was too late to be of ſervice to her 
conduct; and as it then anſwered no 
other purpoſe than to convince her ſhe 
had been in the wrong ſhe endeavoured 
to baniſh it by diſſipation, and went 
. „„ 
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on, committing a thouſand abſurdi- 


ties, yet was the firſt to ridicule and 
laugh at them; ſecure, ſhe thought, of 
the indulgence of the world, who, ſhe 
doubted not, would be extremely favour- 
able to the follies of a young, beautiful 
woman. of faſhion. 
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F © mort. 


HE Marquis D'Illois, as has been 
obſerved, dared not openly avow 


his partiality for his wife, for fear of in- 
| curring both her diſpleaſure, and being 
| | the jeſt of his acquaintance ; he now there- 
fore affected to treat her with apparent 
| indifference, though he looked on her 
with admiration : juſt at this juncture 
there was a very ſuperb and complete 
ſuit of diamonds to be fold, which had 
been beſpoke for a ſovereign Princeſs on 
her marriage, which not having taken 
place, they were returned to the jeweller 
to diſpoſe of; all Paris went in crouds to 
ſee them, nothing was to be heard, but 
encomiums on their luſtre, ſize, and 
beauty; all the ladies who formed the 
„ leaſt 
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leaſt hope of being able to poſſeſs them, 
from the extravagance or generoſity of 
their huſbands, or lovers, became. on a 
ſudden the moſt affectionate, kind, faith- 
ful, good tempered creatures breathing n 
the Marchioneſs herſelf grew extremely 
fond of ber huſband, (but very much 
diſſatisfied with the ſetting of her own 
Jjewels,) and one morning declared © ſhe 
« was diſpleaſed with the reſtraint of 
Paris, where ſhe was obliged conti- 
« nually to diſguiſe the preference with 
< which ſhe looked on the Marquis be- 
* yond all the reſt of his ſex, and pro- 
< poſed going into the country 7te-a-tete 
<« for a month.” Enchanted by the pro- 
poſal, the Marquis accepted it with tranſ- 
port, they ſet out immediately, the Mar- 
chioneſs called in her way out of town to 
beſpeak a diamond pin for a friend at 
the very — who * the ſuit of 
| d amonds 
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diamonds to diſpoſe of : he ſhewed them 
to the Marquis, and ſaid fo much in their 
praiſe, chat Monſieur D'Illois knowing his 
lady was not pleaſed with her own jewels, 
offered to make her a preſent of them ; 
ſhe made ſeveral objections to the expence 
ſſhe ſhould put him to, © her's having 
e been new. ſo lately ; but as he paſſi- 
onately requeſted her compliance, ſhe 
condeſcended to accept them, and they 
continued their route the happieſt couple 
in the univerſe. 3 
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FO. L1.Y.. 
. E Marquis had now attained the 

height of his wiſhes; he was per- 
mitted to ſhew his tenderneſs without 


reſerve, and was heard with ſenſibility 
and affection: the Marchioneſs for 
the firſt three days found her huſband a 
very entertaining companion, and fre- 
quently declared, “ ſhe thought the pre- 
« ſent ſyſtem of living together, like 
e well bred ſtrangers, a very abſurd one; 
but as human happineſs is ſeldom of 
long duration, this affectionate couple 
had not been a week in the country before 
they grew tired of each other's ſociety their 
converſation grew dull, unintereſting ;— 
to enliven the dialogue, they had recourſe 
to contradiction ; and as this aroſe on moſt 
ſubjects, and was purſued with equal 
Vol. I. We © warmth 
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warmth on both ſides, they began to diſ- 
like each other very ſincerely, yet conde- 
ſcended to agree in one point, which was, 
to return directly to Paris on the day 
week they left it, with a full reſolution of 
never more making a matrimonial expe- 
dition into the country ; and their con- 
| tempt for each other greatly encreaſed by 
this experiment. 
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N their arrival at their hotel in Pa- 

ris, they adopted a more faſhion- 
able plan of life than they had already 
done: they agreed on dividing the apart- 
ments between them, and as the houſe 
Was large and commodious, and the 
wings ſeparated by a ſpacious court: yard, 
with the aſſiſtance of ſeparate carriages, 
ſeparate amuſements, and ſeparate ſoci- 
ety, it enabled them to live as politely 
diſtant from each other as their rank re- 
quired; and who ſhall for the future ſay, 
that quality and fortune ate not to be ac- 
counted ſublunary bleſſings, when they 
can thus lighten the heavy and inſup- 
portable chain of Hymen. 


* FOLLY 
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Turs Baron D'Urbin, (having ſeen 

his daughter thus happily ſettled) for 
change of amuſement and variety in his 
pleaſures, went into the country, and em- 
ployed himſelf in rebuilding an old caftle, 
- planting young trees, and, on feſtivals 
and Sunday evenings when his men did 
not work, he made one in their rural di- 
verſions, and made love to the laſſes by 
turns, who received on account of his 
rank, and for the fake of his preſents, 
careſſes, which, had he only been their 
„ * have filled them with diſ- 


1 
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UST at this period, it became fa- 
ſhionable in Paris for men of diſtine- 
tion, who were the moſt elegant in their 
dreſs of an evening, to traverſe the ſtreets 
in 2 morning on foot, in a dreſs in which 
their ſervants would have been aſhamed 
to appear; thus the Marquis D'Illois, with 
his hair all in diſorder, turned up behind 
with a comb, under a very ſmall hat, 
placed almoſt over his left ear, a filk 
cravat round his neck, a drab frock, made 
fhort, without lining, grey thread ſtock- 
ings, and a ſmall ſwitch in his hand, 
went out conſtantly - mingling with the 
vulgar and loweſt rank of people, with- 
ut the conſcious ſhame he ought to have 
elt at thus degrading himſelf by a ſtrict 
+dherence to faſhionable folly. | 


3 © FOLLY 


\ 
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NE day as he was walking in this 
gates, with the addition of ſeveral 
large ſplaſhes on his coat, and a ſmall 
couteau de chaſſe by his ſide, he was met 
by one of thoſe reſpectable gentlemen, 
whoſe particular employment it is to. 
entrap ſoldiers for government; his eaſy 
bgure and. deportment (being tall and 
well made, attracted the notice of the 
kidnapper, who little ſuſpecting the man 


of faſhion under that diſguiſe, and think- 


ing, on the contrary, he had met with an 
eaſy prey, approached him. with an. hag- 
gard, frowning brow, and ſeizing him by 
the collar, © My friend, (faid he), by 


ee what authority do you dare to carry 


5 arms? - 
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*« arms? Are you ignorant of the ſeve- 
„ rity of the edict, which declares all | 

« perſons puniſhable who wear them un- | 

« privileged ?” Monſieur D'Illois at- | 

tempted to diſengage himſelf, but the 

guard coming up at the noiſe, they were 

both carried before a magiſtrate, = 


K 4 -FOLLY 
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HE magiſtrate firſt heard the de- 
claration of the kidnapper, who 
pleaded, « that he thought it his duty 
e to ſtop any improper perſon who wore 
« aſword, (and a: couteau de chaſſe, he 
*« obſerved, was exactly the ſame thing); 
e that he had laid hold on the priſoner 
4 therefore as a proper, well made man, 
* fit to ſerve the King, and inſiſted 
that he ſhould either be obliged to 
enliſt, or be ſent directly to priſon.” 
The Marquis was entertained with this ad- 
venture, and determined to ſee what kind 
of treatment a poor, friendleſs man might 
expect to meet with in a ſimilar ſituation; 
he therefore addreſſed himſelf to the ma- 
giſtrate 


* 


0 


* 


FASHIONABLE FOLLIES 225 
giſtrate in a very humble manner, who 
interrupted him with a ſupercilious air, 
ſurveyed him from head to foot, and de- 
clared, © that the enliſting ſuch idle fel - 
&< Jows was a ſervice to the public in ge- 
'< geral, and that as the raſcal was well 
« made, it was an additional reaſon why 
<« he ſhould carry a muſket. * Come, 
( ſaid he) ſpeak, firrah, a cockade or a 
dungeon, without giving me any further 
« trouble.” This methad of adminiſtering 

juſtice a good deal ſurprized Monſieur 
 D'Nllois, who in vain proteſted that hewas 
really an honeſt man, whoſe only crime was 
poverty ; but all the repreſentations of his 
innocence were ineffectual, and vain every 
endeavour to induce them to look on him 
with compaſhon ; *till at length he de- 
clared his name and quality, and they 
then deſcended to uſe the moſt abject 


entreaties that he would forgive them 
K 5 = the 
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the inſults undeſignedly offered to him; 
but he condeſcended not to liſten to their 
excuſes, and left them overwhelmed. with 
fear and ſhame at having been detected 
in an at of cruelty and oppreſſion. The 
magiſtrate was ſoon ſtruck off the liſt, 
and the kidnapper condemned to a ſix 
months impriſonment, on an application 
from the Marquis to the Miniſter; thus 
(as he was a man of conſequence) an 
inſult to him, was amply revenged; but, 
had he been the unfriended being they 
ſuppoſed him, the greateſt misfortune 
that could have happened to a human 
creature inflicted on him unjuſtly, had 
gone unpuniſned. 
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| * Marquis, by this little adven- 
ture, clearly ſaw how poverty may 
ſuffer from the partial adminiſtration of 
juſtice; but an unfortunate event proved 
to him a few days after, that quality and 
fortune may, on the contrary, exempt a 
man from the puniſhments due to real 

crimes, 2 | 
One evening, after ſome hours de- 
voted to riot and drinking with his uſual 
ſet of libertine friends, it was propoſed 
at the hour of ſeparation, by Count 
L' Arbannes, that the Marquis ſnould go 
with with him to ſpend a few hours with 
the beautiful Roſetta, who lived in one 
of thoſe houſes which are frequented by 
unhappy men of. deſolate and abandoned. 
principles, who, being conſcious that 
K 6. they 
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they can really inſpire no other ſentiment 
than diſguſt, 'are therefore obliged to hire 
venal beauty, (contemptible as it is 
amidſt the complicated horrors of vice 
and indigence,) and pay largely for the 
appearance of a paſſion which they can 
never inſpire, The Marquis agreed rea- 
dily to the frolick propoſed, and both 
| himſelf and the Count being in a diſha- 
bile as before-mentioned, they each put 
on a long ſword inſtead of a coteau, and 
-ordering their carriage to ſtop at the end 
of the ſtreet, they proceeded to the houſe, 
and knocking loudly at the door, rudely 
inſiſted on immediate admittance ; the 
perſon who opened the door not liking 
their appearance, declared they could not 
be ſuffered to come in 2s the houſe was 
full of company, and the young ladies 
all engaged; theſe remonſtances were 


vain, they Rl preſſed forward, and the 
| ſervant 
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ſervant being terrified, called to her aſſiſt- 


ance three men, whoſe dreſs and counte- 
nance clearly demonſtrated they were of 
the number of thoſe kept to defend their 
quarrels, and aſſiſt them to extort pay- 
ment from dupes : the numbers being 
unequal was an inducement to the Mar- 
quis and Count to reſolve not to give up 
their purpoſe; and their demands became 
ſo peremptory, that the men drew their 
ſwords, and attacked them with great 
fury; the gentlemen drew likewiſe, and 
each received a wound, but the Marquis 
made a pals at his antagoniſt which ran 
him directly through the body, and he 
dropt down dead upon the ſpot. | 
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T HE. claſhing of ſwords, and cries 
of the afrighted veſtals who ran 
down to enquire the cauſe of this uproar, 
alarmed the guard, who entered with their 
bayonets fixed, and diſarmed the com- 
batants.; when. ſeeing a man killed, the 
ſerjeant declared it to be a ſerious affair, 
and enquired *-which was the murderer *” 
The Marquis was inſtantly pointed out to 
kim, and one of the men faithfully related 
the whole of this unfortunate tranſaction : 
but when the ſerjeant came near them to ex- 
amine their pockets, they took care adroit- 
ly to whiſper their name and quality, ſlip- 
ping at the ſame time each ten louis into his. 
hand. When the handcuffs were brought, 
T1107 the 
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the ſcrjeant,, who (bygghis method of rea- 
ſoning) had formed a very different opi- 
nion of the criminals, ſaid to the man 
appointed to put them on, *©* Hand 
« cuff. thoſe two fellows immediately, 
“ whole impertinent denial of entrance 
* has. occalioned the death of their 
« companion, which they now want to 
« impute to. theſe two honeſt gentlemen, 
* who were obliged to defend themſelves. 
« from their atrocious violence : on, I 
&« ſay, with the fetters,, and let them be 
« tight ones; and as to theſe beautiful 
% young ladies, I doubt not but I ſhall 
have the pleaſure of providing them 
« ſoon with a lodging by order of the ma- 
« oiſtrate.” The unhappy men were 
aſtoniſhed at this ſudden tranſition, but 
were obliged to ſubmit to be fettered. 
The women were taken into cuſtody, and 
the ſerjeant and ſome of the guards. wait- 
ed 


* 
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ed on the Count and Marquis with the 

utmoſt reſpect to their carriage, aſſuring | 
them they were now fo fully informed 

of the affair, that they need not give 

themſelves the trouble of ap pearin g before 

the magiſtrate. 


FOLLY 
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9 OTH ER night when the Mar- 


dulging themſelves with a few innocent 
midnight frolics, ſuch as knocking at 
people's doors to frighten them out of 
their bed; breaking a multitude of lan- 
terns; beating ſeveral poor old men and 
women, and then ſending them home 
with their faces blacked and their hands 
tied behind them ; they. found themſelves 
tired, and being in a quarter of the town 
where they were unknown, they went into 
one of the loweſt kind of houſes that are 
open for public entertainment to refreſh 
themſelves ; they ſeated themſelves on adir- 
ty form, round a greaſy deal table, en- 


lightcned only by the melancholy end of a 


twinkling 


quis and his party had been in- 


4 * 
4 - 
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twinkling tallow candle ; the maſter 
of this place ſupplied them with a quan- 
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tity of ſpirituous liquors, little ſuſpecting 
the quality of his gueſts under their 
mean appearance : the intoxicating 
draught which they ſwallowed, ſoon 
nearly deprived them of their ſenſes, and 
they began to diſturb the whole neigh- 
bourhood with their bacchanalian revels, 
and diſcordant ſongs: from immoderate 
mirth they began to diſpute on the beauty 
and chaſtity of their reſpective miſtreſſes, 
they firſt drank their health, and then ſo 
violently inſiſted on theſuperiority of their 
perfections, that at laſt, enraged by con- 
tradiction, one of them threw a bottle at 
the head of his friend, who inſtantly re- 
turned the compliment with a large diſh 
which contained the remains of a cold 
pye; the engagement now became gene- 
ral; the table was overturned; bottles and 
pint 
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pint pots rolled upon the floor, and the 
ſtreams of liquor mingled with the blood 
of the combatants ; blows were given on 
all ſides, whilſt the miſerable end 
of candle floated on the ground till 
it Was. utterly extinguiſhed, and hid in 
the ſhades of oblivion and obſcurity 
many glorious exploits of the enraged 
champions. The maſter of the houſe, and a 
ragoed boy, (who was his only domeſtic) 
vainly endeavoured to part them, till at 
laſt wearied by blows given and received, 
they were glad to pay their reckoning, 
and get into a couple of hackney coaches z 
and the Marquis regained the hotel with 
an eye nearly beat out of his head, a diſlo. 
cated ſhoulder, and a face entirely diſco- 
loured with bruiſes ; but what he chiefly 
regretted, were three teeth loſt in the 
ſcuffle, and which were obliged to be 
WY by a ſxilful dentiſt from the 
mouth 
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mouth of a young chimney ſweeper, be- 
fore he could appear abroad; but he had, 
however, time ſufficient for the opera- 
tion, as it was fix weeks before he was 
ſufficiently recovered to join the party, 
cho were by that time able to meer again 
as good friends as ever. 


FOLLY 
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ie 


x ee ſoon after made a party to 


dine and ſpend the day in the wood 
of Boulogne, and after an excellent din- 
ner and plenty of champaigne, went to 
enjoy the cool of the evening by ram- 
bling in the walks: they had not pro- 


ceeded far before they were ſurprized by 


the ſound of a very fine voice, and on 
advancing nearer, perceived a very gen- 


tecl, elegant, but modeſt- looking Abbé, 


ſitting under a tree, and entertaining 
himſelf by ſinging with great preciſion 
and judgment; the Marquis and his 
friends, who were diſpoſed to be very 
merry, drew near the young man, who, 


ſeeing ſoomany perſons coming towards 


him, ſtopt abruptly, and roſe to continue 
by walk; but they prevented him by 


forming 
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forming a circle round him, and deſiring 
him in a very impertinent manner to con- 
tinue his ſong for their amuſement, which 
he politely declined 3; and, indeed, the 
manner in which the requeſt was made 
e xeluded every poſſiblity of a compliance, 
| | and he therefore perſiſted in his refuſal 
I very ſteadily : they were piqued at what 
| they deemed obſtinacy, and ſhewed them- 
ſielves determined to hear him, and at 
length provoked by his ſilence, one of 
them, the Count D' Arbannes, drew his 
ſword, and pointing it cloſe to the breaſt 

BE of the Abbe, ſwore he would inſtantl7 
| run him through the body, unleſs he 
ſiung immediately; he others drew their's 
| _ . likewiſe, and the Abbé, though a man 
of courage, yet being unarmed, ſaw him- 
ſelf in a very perilous ſituation, and in 
the abſolute: power of a ſet of men whom 
he had not the leaſt doubt would put 
gfeeerri'»! | their 
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their threats in execution; he was there- 
fore obliged to comply without further 
hefitation ; but as the voice is ſeldom in 
tune when the will is wanting, they found 
- his ſinging by force ſo extremely ridicu- 
lous that the woods reſounded with peals 
of laughter; and after they had ſuffi- 
ciently tormented him by obliging him 
to ſing all the ſongs they could think of, 
they let him go, and remained extremely 
diverted by having ſo unexpectedly met 
with ſo entertaining an adventure, 
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for them, that this Abbe was a young 
man. who had been in, the army, but by 
ſome tranſition of circumſtances having 
met with friends better able to pro- 
vide for him in the church, he had 
reſigned the ſword and hat and feather in 
' favour of an habit which announced 
peace toall the world ; and, being in ex- 
pectation of a benefice, he lived a retired 
life in Paris, cultivating his taſte for mu- 
fic, having (as already obſerved) the ad- 


vantage of a very fine voice. 
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THE Abbe could not fo far diveſt 
| himſelf of the idea of his former 
profeſſion, but that he ſtill retained a very 
nice ſenſe of the honour of a gentleman, 
and felt the moſt poignant anguiſh at 
baving been thus groſsly inſulted, - Juſt 
aſter he had left the place he met with a 
labouring man, to whom he pointed our 
his perſecutor Count D*Arbannes, and 
giving the man a direction where to meet 
with him, promiſed him a louis if he would 
watch the Count home, and bring him 
word who he was, and where he lived. 
Having taken this moſt probable method 
to procure the wiſhed-for information, he 
returned to Paris ſo exceedingly ſhocked 
and aſhamed of the treatment he had re- 
3 L ceived, 
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ceived, that he pulled his hat over his 
eyes, and ſcarce dared look any perſon 
whom he met in the face: his emiſſary came 
to him very late in the evening, and in- 
formed him very accurately of the name, 
quality, and reſidence of his enemy; and 
the Abbe, who was overjoyed at having 
procured the wiſhed-for intelligence, diſ- 
miſſed him with the promiſed reward, 
Vent to bed, and paſſed the night with the 
greateſt tranquility. He roſe very early, 
and having but lately laid aſide his regi- 
mentals, he had them ſtill in his poſſeſſion, 
and putting on a ſuit of them, he went 
inſtantly to the hotel of Count D*Arban- 
nes, when being admitted, he informed him 
that he was the perſon whom he had in- 
ſulted in the wocd the evening before, and 
that he was come to demand fatisfaftion ; 
and therefore infiſted on his accompanying 
him to the ſame place immediately : the 
Count 


* 
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Count was but juſt riſen, ſcarce awake, 
and hardly remembered the tranſaction of 
the night before, much leſs recollected the 
perſon. of the metamorphoſed Abbe; but 
being really a brave man, he made no ſeru- 
ple to obey the ſummons, dreſſed himſelf 
in haſte, put om his ſword, got with 
him iato an hackney coach, and ſoon ar- 
rived at the tree where they had met the 
evening before. The Count drew his 
ſword, and retreating; a few paces, put 
himſelf in a poſture of defence, but the 
Abbe inſtantly preſenting a loaded piſtol; 
«c Stop, (faid he), we are not as yet on 
« an, equal footing; you forced me 


<« to ſing againſt, my, will, and you 


* ſhall now danceto pleaſe me.” In vain 
the Count expoſtulated that the ſword was 
the only method to revenge the affront 


a. gentleman had received, without any 
other retaliation | whatever ; the Abbe 


LSE! calmly 
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calmly refuſed to. liſten. to any ſolicitation, 
and told him cobly he would blow his 
brains out inſtantly if he did not com- 
ply: the Count proteſted he never danced, 
that it was an exerciſe he never uſed ; 
that he had ſprained his ancle, and was 
incapable of dancin g even if he wiſhed: it; 
but every entreaty or'excuſe were equally 
vain. With the piſtol levelled at his 
head, the Abbe obliged him to begin 
and dance alternately the Minuet de la 
Cour, Gavote, Rigadoon, and Allemande, 
which the Count having complied with, 
the Abbe fired his piſtol in the air, drew 
his ſword, and declared he was now read! 4 
to give the Count ſatisfaction in the way 
he choſe to demand it: vexed to the very 
ſoul at the treatment he had met with, 
he fought with more paſſion than pru- 
dence, and was quiekly difarmed by the 
_ who Jinftantly 'gfanted him his 

_ 06, 
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life, in a manner which did honour both 
to his generofity and humanitv, The 
Count could not but admire the bravery - 
of his conduct, and the ſteadineſs he 
had ſhewn to return the inſult he had met 
with; but as the Count naturally con- 
cluded this new method of teaching ſing- 
ing and dancing, would be a good deal 
talked of, he thought it prudent to make 
a journey into Italy for a few months till 
it was a little forgotten, > one ins 
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FOLLY CVE. 


A FEW ſimilar circumſtances put a 
ſtop to the lively fancy, diſplayed fo. 
evidently in the frolicks of the Marquis and 
his companions and be, in particular, re- 
ſolved for the future, to confine his plea- 
ſure to the ſhort lived triumph over venal 
beauty, the ſeduction of innocence, noctur- 
nal riot, and other libertine adventures he 
might meet with, without deviating from 
the character of a gentleman, and in purſu- 
ance of this reſolution, the dreſs which 
had afforded him ſo much entertainment, 
being too ſhabby to merit the acceptance 
of any of the valets, deſcended fo far as 
to equip one of the kitchen boys, 


FOLLY 


FASHIONABLE FOLLIES, 247 


— 


TOLL Y _ GE 


N the mean time, the Marchionefs 
D'lllois became daily more and more 


a woman of the world ; and made 
a very rapid progreſs in every accompliſh- 
ment of a faſhionable wife: it would be 
needleſs to expatiate on the folly of her 
conduct, her future behaviour will beſt 
evince the impropriety of her actions. 


L's roi 
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rere. 


O E. 5 as Madame D'Illois was 

in her carriage for the benefit of 
air and exerciſe, with all the glaſſes cloſe- 
ly up, and reclined on eider down cuſhi- 
ons, her ears were ſtruck by the cries 
of a little dog; ſhe looked out of the 
window and ſaw a poor ragged Savoyard 
who had got a cord round the neck of a 
very ſmall ſpaniel, going to take it to- 
wards the river; the Marchioneſs ſtopped 
her coach. Ah! (ſaid ſhe) what a beau- 
_ * tiful creature, bring that charming 
% dog hither to me, that I may kiſs 
% him.” It happened however, that this 
charmer was a little naſty, mangy dog, 
ſo miſerably old and troubleſome, that 
2 the 
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the owner had given the Savoyard à ſmall 
ſum, to be at the trouble of drowning 
him: the Marchioneſs admired: and ca- 
reſſed him with tranſport; * Friend (faid 
“ ſhe) what will induce you to ſell me 
this dog?“ The arch fellow took care 
not to tell her, on what errand he was 
going, but pretended he brought him to 
waſh every morning; and aſſured the 
Marchioneſs, that the lady to whom he 
belonged, would not truſt him with any 
other perſon in the world, as ſhe was ſo 
fond of her dog ſhe hardly ſuffered him 
out of her fight; adding, that if he had 
a mind to have ſold him, he might have 
had any money for him, one of the prin- 
ceſſes having taken a fancy to him but 
the laſt weck: Madame D'Illois was 

now determined to purchaſe him at any 
| price, and eagerly aſked, what ſum. would 
prevail on him to part with him; the 
Is man, 
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man, almoſt afraid to aſk ſo unconſcion- 
= able a price, was going to ſay a louis, when 
| | on his heſitation, ſhe took out her purſe, 
| and. putting five louis into his hand be- 
fore he could anſwer her, ordered the 

.coachman to drive on, and left the Savoy- 
. ard aſtoniſhed at his good fortune; and 

| ſhe went on overjoyed at being in poſ- 
| | ſeſſion of. ſo beautiful an animal. 


'S 
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NCHAN TED wich the treaſure 

ſhe had. ſo happily obtained, Ma- 
dame D'lllois haſtened home, and, on her 
arrival, put her ſervants all in motion 
to embeliſh her new purchaſe z one waſh- 
ed him with ſoap, another rubbed him 
dry, a third combed him, and her wo- 
man, whoſe taſte in dreſs was undiſputed, 
made him an elegant collar, and orna- 
mented his ears and tail with a profuſion 
of roſe- coloured ribbon; thus adorned, 
the Marchioneſs declared him the ſweet- 
eſt dog in the world, and became fond 
of him to ſuch exceſs, that ſhe took him 
where ever ſne viſited; he ſlept on her 
bed every night, and lay on her lap all 
day; though being very fat and clumſy, 
half his weight on the knees of a much 
leſs delicate woman than Madame D'Illois, 
wou'd almoſt have been ſufficient to 


have fatigued her to death. 
L 6 FOLLY 
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POT LY cx 


| Conn as theſe caprices may 
appear, happy had it been for 


the Marchioneſs had ſuch only marked 
the extent of her folly, and all her fa- 
vourites been of the dumb kind; but a 
young abbẽ publicly triumphed over the 
virtue of Madame D'Illois, and the ho- 
nour of her huſband ; and the affiduity 
of his attendance announced to. the 
world, a ſecret neither of them ſcarce 
took pains to endeavour. to conceal. 


FOLLY 
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F. 0 IL. L 


() N her return home one evening, 
ſhe perceived ſhe had loſt one of 

her diamond ear- rings, worth fifteen thou- 
ſand livres; this was a large fum of 
money; ſhe was unable to replace the 
loſs out of her own purſe, and was equally 
certain the Marquis would not affiſt her, 
(as ſhe had ſufficient reaſon to ſuppoſe 
he rather repented the money laid out on 

| jewels for her before): to go without 
ſo eſſential an article of dreſs was impoſ- 
ſible : ſhe was therefore inconſolable in 
her grief, and indefatigable in her endea- 
vours to recover it; ſhe ſent to every 
place ſhe had been to that evening; di- 
ſiributed hand bills all over Paris, but 
in vain; ſeveral days elapſed and ſhe 
heard not any news of the loſt diamonds, 


FOLLY 
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oer b r cen 


N a week's time, finding it impoſſible 
Io. ever to regain her loſs, the Marchio- 
neſs conſoled herſelf for her misfortune ; 
and determined not to give herſelf any 
further concern about the matter: ſhe 
reſumed her uſual vivacity, and declared, 
&« Tt was ſo fooliſh to be the poſſeſſor 
© of oneear-ring, that ſhe wiſhed.with all 
4 her heart ſhe. had loſt them both.” A 
very diſtant relation fortuuately died in 
leſs than a fortnight after this adventure, 
and left her a legacy to a conliderable 
amount, by which means Madame. D'll- 
lois ſaw herſelf enabled to purchaſe. ano- 
ther ear- ring; but not contented. with 
merely replacing the one, ſhe determin- 
ed to have a pair infinitely larger, hand- 

ſomg, 


FASHIONABLE FOELIES. 25 


fomer, and higher priced, than-thoſe ſhe 
had loſt; and pleafed herſelf with the 
idea of the mortification it would be 
to her female acquaintance, who from 
envy. had rejoiced in her misfortune, and 
who would now have the vexation to ſee 
her more richly adorned than before; and 
was delighted by the thought of the ſur» 
prize her firſt appearance would. create : 
ſhe was interrupted from this reverie, by 
being told a perſon deſired:to-ſpeak with 
her, who inſiſted: on being admitted 
immediately, as. he brought her: good 
news; on her giving orders for. him to 
come in, ſhe ſaw a grave, plain- dreſt man; 
who informed her, he had found her ear- 
« ring in the ſtreet, the very evening ſhe 
& had dropt it; but living a very retired 
< life, and being much engaged in philo- 
* ſophic ſtudies,” he had kept it carefully 

* ſeveral days not knowing to whom it 
belonged; 
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* belonged; but having that day been 
«at the coffee houſe, he had learnt 
* it was her's, and brought it im- 
< mediately.% Madame D' Illois no 
ſooner heard his errand than ſhe was al- 
moſt ready to beat him, as it entirely 
deranged the ſcheme of finery ſhe had 
been planning. © It is a very ſtrange 
„ thing (ſaid ſhe, to the poor amazed 
„ man) that any one can take a delight 
« jn living ſo ſtupid a life as you muſt 
«© do, not to have heard what has. for 
« this week paſt been the talk of all 
cc Paris; and that you ſhould ſhut your- 
4 ſelf up in ſuch a manner as not to 
« know I had loſt my ear- ring? If you 
c had brought it three days ago, I ſhould 
„ have been obliged to you; now 1 would 

not give three ſous for it; and, indeed, 
“had much rather it had never been 
« found at all,” The philoſpher was 


almoſt 
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almoſt petrified by this reception; he 
haſtened to regain the door, without ut- 
tering another ſyllable, and retired mut- 
tering to himſelf; © I have read (faid 
« he) in a famous Engliſh author, that 
„woman is an animal who delighteth 
« in finery; how then can I reconcile 
« this creature's indifference with the 
«- ideas I have ever entertained of the 
“ ruling diſpoſition of one of her _ 
" cies! 
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LO! 1 n. 


JF Ortune having thus diſappointed the 
vanity of the Marchioneſs, by the 
unexpected reſtoration of her jewels, ſhe 
fat ſeriouſly down to conſider how ſhe 
ſhould expend. the ſum ſhe had deſtined 
for this purpoſe : ſhe had long wiſhed to 
have a carriage more ſuperb. than her 
own, and now determined to indulge 
herſelf fince ſhe had ſo fair an opportu- 
nity ; therefore ſent to the coachmaker, 
gave orders for a moſt magnificent equi- 
page, with a poſitive command not to 
- attend to expence, as ſhe was determined 
it ſhould exceed any thing of the kind 
ever yet ſeen in Paris; and giving a looſe 


to her very lively imagination, ſhe herſelf 
choſe 
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choſe the ſubjects of the paintings, or- 
dered the exact manner in which it ſnould 
be gilt, the colour and form of the har- 
neſs, and that the moſt able and ſkilful 
workmen ſhould be inſtantly employed, 
and not quit it till it was. entirely finiſh- 
ed. When this brilliant carriage was 
compleated and brought home, at the 
firſt ſight of it the Marchioneſs was nearly 
- fainting with pleaſure and ſurprize: it 
was a vis-a-vis, moſt elegantly ſhaped; 
all the paintings. were done by a cele- 
brated, artiſt, whoſe pictures were held 
by, the connoiſſeurs in high eſtimation : 
on the one ſide- panel, were a group of 
beautiful Cupids, forming garlands of 
flowers, and covering with roſes and 
myrtles a lleeping Venus reclined on a 


moſſy couch; on the ala ſide was the 


god of love, | kneeling diſarmed at the 
feet of Pſychẽ, and pointing to a palace 
| at 
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at a diſtance; which ſeemed to be rift ing 
(by the aſſiſtance of Sylphs and Geniis) 
from the earth for an habitation for his 
lovely bride: in front was painted Hebe, 
the goddeſs of youth, receiving the united 
homage of the gods; and on the back 
the birth of Venus, juſt riſen from the 
waves in a triumphal car of mother of 


| pearl, and attended in proceffion by all 


the divinities of the ſea: a very high var⸗- 
niſh contributed greatly to embelliſh theſe 
beautiful paintings; all the leather to 


which the ſprings were faſtened were of 


red morocco, embroidered with gold; ' the 
edges and ſpokes of the wheels were gilt 
to the nave; and the cuſhion behind for 
the footman to ſtand upon, was likewiſe 
morocco, with fringes and acorns of gold; 
fix Engliſh horſes, the ſwifteſt and ſmall- 
eſt that could be produced, drew this 
wonderful carriage, their heads ornament- 
d 7 ed 
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ed with large plumes of white feathers, 
their harneſs covered with green ſilk, ſtude 
ded with ſtars of the moſt beautiful paſte, 
and with buckles of the ſame, which 
reflecting the rays of the ſun, ſeemed. to 
ſparkle with a thouſand different coloured 
fires, and dazzled the eyes of all who 
were fo fortunate as to behold this miracle 
of modern taſte and workmanſhip. 
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T* firſt day Madame Do Illois made 


uſe of her new equipage, ſhe or- 
dered the coachman to drive very ſlow, that 
the beauty and magnificence of the car- 
riage might be ſeen; her dreſs was equally 
brilliant, her head and neck was almoſt co- 
vered with jewels, and ſhe wore a robe de 
la cour, of a beautiful pattern both for 
richneſs and fancy, trimmed with the 
higheſt taſte, and in ſo elegant a manner 


that the ornamental part coſt three times 


the value of the filk. The Marchio- 
neſs elate with future triumph ſtepped 
into the vis-à- vis, ſecure of being the 
admiration and envy of all Paris; but 
ſcarcely had ſhe paſſed through a few 


ſtreets before ſhe heard hiſſes from every 


ſide, attencied with a loud cry of“ ſtop! 
FT ee « ſtop !” 


FASHIONABLE FOLLIES. 263 


< ſtop!” The mob came running in 
crowds, and offered her a thouſand in- 
ſults ; atlength a party of guards arrived, 
who ſeized the reins of the horſes, obliged . 
the coachman to turn about, and con- 
ducted the fine carriage and beautiful 


owner of it to the houſe of the next ma- 
giſtrate. 


FOLLY 
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FSA LY. . xvi, 


NK STONISHED at the uſage ſhe 
" received, Madame D'lllois wearied 
herſelf in expoſtulations with the guard, 
and repeated her aſſurances that they 
would ſeverely repent this treatment of a 
woman of quality; they laughed at her 
anger, and deſpiſed her threats : the foot- 
men who in vain undertook to defend her, 
received a ſhower of blows, were obliged 
to yield to ſuperior numbers, and were 
dragged by the ſide of the carriage wit! 
their hands tied behind them. Refiſtance 
being vain, the Marchioneſs reſolved to 
bear this inſult patiently, aſſured that it 
- would ſoon be in her power to puniſh the 
authors of it : when ſhe came to the houle 


of the magiſtrate ; they obliged her to 
alight, 


A = hs 
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alight, and ſhe waited in the anti- cham- 
ber, at leaſt three quarters of an hour 
before ſhe gained admittance to this ſu- 
baltern officer of juſtice: enraged at 
being treated fo cavalierly, ſhe ſent ſeve- 


f 


ral times to let him know, © that ſhe was 


© in haſte, and had ſeveral engagements 


« on her hands; and thai evening, was 


0 particularly obliged to be at a ball, 
where the whole company would wait 


&* for her with impatience.” Wearied at 


laſt by her importunities, he condeſcended 
to order © that there woman to be ad- 
CT mitted,” Madame D'Illois entered 
with precipitation, fully convinced that 
her appearance would reduce him to the 
neceſſity of making a proper apology for 
the miſtake his people had committed ; 
but ſo far from it, he received her with 
a frown, and did not offer to riſe from an 
arm chair in which he was ſeated with 


Vol. I, 1 great 
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great gravity. * Ah! ah! Madam, (faid 
«* he) I am glad to ſee you here; you 
« have made a fine piece of work of it, 
&« truly.” The Marchioneſs was going 
to anſwer, but firſt meant to ſeat herſelf 
in an eaſy chair which ſtood behind her, 
when her conductors pulled her rudely 


by the arm, and obliged her to fland up. 


FOLLY. 
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F OL LV CXVU. 


« A T, (ſaid the magiſtrate,) pride 
"0 will have a fall ; ye are all of 
ce yeexceſſively proud, and ought to be 
«© humbled; but we muſt have patience, 
<* we ſhall bring you to reaſon one at a 
* time, and it is as well to begin with | 
* you as another, I wonder you are not 
* aſhamed to ſhew your face in ſuch a 
ce fine coach; it is enough to make-all 
the honeſt women in Paris hang them- 
« ſelves.” "The Marchioneſs was ſo ex- 
ceedingly aſtoniſhed at this addreſs, that 
ſhe was almoſt deprived of the power of 
making an anſwer, but her vanity being 
piqued by the concluſion, ſhe recovered 
herſelf ſufficiently to reply with a counte- 
nance full of diſdain : “ I would have 

Ms |.. « you 


268 FASHIONABLE FOLLIES. 


e you to know, Sir, that a woman in 
my ſtile of life, may not only gratify 
“ herſelf in any expence ſhe pleaſes, but 
„ likewiſe have intereſt enough to make 
« you repent the audacity of this beha- 
c haviour,” I am not to learn at theſe 
« years (returned the magiſtrate) that 
cc ladies of your ſort are very expenſive ; 
e thanks to the young men who ſupply 
this extravagance, whilſt their honeſt 
te creditors are unpaid : but with all your 
« affectation and airs you are not leſs 
«6 deſpicable ; yet, I think, at leaſt, you 
 @Fhould not carry your inſolence ſo far, 
« as to ape perſons of quality in their 
„ equipage and liveries, which diſtin- 
„ ouiſh them from the vulgar; and 
« your having footmen in livery in order 
« to impoſe yourſelf on me and the 
* world for a lady of diſtinction, is an 


8 aggravation of your crime, for which 
„on 


FASHIONABLE FOLLIES. 269 


« you deſerve to be made an example; 
* but you are not the firſt fine lady, who, 
having been &t great expence for her 
carriage, has been obliged to ride in it 
„ to the very place to which I ſhall ſend 
&« you.” This ſtroke of pleaſantry was 
highly applauded by the motley croud 
that ſurrounded the chair of the magiſ- 
trate. “ I ſee, (ſaid the Marchioneſs, 
« bluſhing with rage and indignation,) 
<« that there is ſome miſtake in all this, 
& and that you are ignorant that I am 
© the Marchioneſs D'Illois:“ at theſe 
words the whole aſſembly ſet up a loud 
laugh; and the magiſtrate, forgetting the 
gravity of his ſtation, laughed louder than 
the reſt. | 
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ADAME D'Illois could not 
conceive the reaſon of this treat- 
ment, it appeared to her to be a dream; 
in vain ſhe repeatedly declared herſelf the 
wife of the Marquis D'Illois, the laugh 
redoubled at every aſſurance of it: find- 
ing they ſtill refuſed to give credit to her 
proteſtations, ſhe became almoſt frantic 
with rage, ſhe ſtamped with her feet, 
wrung her hands, and even cried with 
vexation and diſpair; ; and to encreaſe her 
- mortification, ſhe was obliged to adopt 
a ſuppliant tone, and entreat, as a favour, 
that the Marquis might be ſent for, who 
would convince them of the truth of her 
aſſertion : the magiſtrate to ſhew his ſaga- 
city * replied, doubt not but 

FI | gi the 
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i the young nobleman you mention, may 
« be of the number of thoſe who honour 
« you with their protection, and in com- 
“ paſſion to your ſex, I will comply with 
« your entreaties, and ſend to deſire him 
„ to come hither; we ſhall then ſee how 
c“ he will treat his wife.“ When the 
Marchioneſs found ſhe had gained this 
point, ſhe became more compoſed, a nd 
the magiſtrate more polite, as he began to 
ſuſpect ſhe was the favourite of a man of 
ſuch diſtinction; he permitted her there- 
fore to ſit down on a ſtool, whilſt he re- 
mained lolling almoſt at full length in his 
chair, and having ſent a meſſenger to 
Monfieur D'Illois, waited his return with- 
out any viſible figns of impatience. 
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T HE perſon diſpatched on this com- 
miſſion, luckily found the Marquis 

at home ; and as he never believed the 
lady in cuſtody to be more than an ac- 
quaintance-of Monſieur D'Illois, he de- 
livered his meſſage according to that idea, 
in theſe words:“ A very fine lady, 

* (ſaid he) who has been breught before 
« my maſter, deſires your lordſhip's pro- 
« tection, and that you will come to her 
« immediately, and deliver her from her 
« preſent embarraſiment, as ſhe has been 
« obliged to ſay that ſhe is your wife; 
S that trick, however, would not paſs 
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* upon my maſter, he hears thoſe things 
© too often to mind them.” The Mar- 
quis was far from ſuſpecting that the 
Marchioneſs had any part in this adven- 
ture, and believed it to be ſome diſtreſſed 
damſel of his acquaintance, who had ra- 
ther preſumed on her imaginary right; 
the anſwers of the emiſſary confirmed 
him in this belief: he took down, how- 
ever, the direction, and curious to know 
which of his nymphs it could be, ordered 
his carriage, and promiſed to follow the 
man in a few minutes: the diligent meſſen- 
ger ſet out to prepare his maſter for the 
reception of his illuſtrious viſitor, who did 
not, however, make the promiſed haſte, 
for juſt as he was getting into his cha- 
riot, he met with his talyor, who came to 
conſult with him on a new faſhion, which 
the Marquis meant to introduce; this 


being a bulineſs of importance, he turned 
Ms 1 back 
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back again, and they were ſhut up toge- 
ther near three hours; but when this 
matter was finally ſettled, he got into 
his carriage, and ordered them to drive 
with all poſſible expedition to the houſe 
of the magiſtrate, 


FOLLY 
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T had been very painful to Madame 
D' Illois to be reduced to the neceſſity 
of an application to her huſband, ſhe re- 
oretted it very ſincerely, but the magiſ- 
trate was too obſtinate to give credit to 
any other teſtimony [than that of the 
Marquis himſelf, and her only apprehen- 
fion was, leſt Monſieur D'Illois ſhould - 
not be at home, as ſhe had not the ſmalleſt 
doubt but when he heard of her ſituation, 
he would inſtantly come to her aſſiſtance: 
what then muſt be her aſtoniſhment, 
when three long hours elapſed, and they 
in vain waited his arrival? The ma- 


giſtrate ſmiled at this delay, which he 
M6 | conceived 
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conceived juſtified his opinion of the 
Marchioneſs not being his wife, but he 
was a ſingle man; had he been mar- 


ried, he would not have required any 
other proof in her behalf, than the- 


very delay which he now interpreted ſo. 
unfavour ably. 
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A T length the Marquis arrived, on 
| whoſe appearance the ſupercilious 
brow of the magiſtrate became ſmooth z. 
he .roſe up, and. even. offered him his 
own chair. Monſieur D'Illois was ex- 
tremely ſurprized at the fight of his lady 
in ſuch a ſituation; this affectionate cou- 
ple had not ſeen each other for three 
months before this unexpected meeting; 
he owned her, however, for his wife with 
the greateſt politeneſs, and was exceſſively 
angry © that any one had dared to doubt 
it, and ſwore to make an example of 
c thoſe who had treated her ſo unwor- 
“e thily.” The magiſtrate changed co- 
lour at this information, and began to 
Hi fear 
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fear that his precipitation in this affair 
might be attended with very diſagree- 
able conſequences, he, therefore, made 
the meaneſt ſubmiſſion, and begged 
pardon of them both in the moſt abject 
manner. 
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T HE 1 thinking it on the 

whole a very laughable affair, did 
not long retain his anger, but the Mar- 
chioneſs, who had been the ſufferer, did 
not fo eaſily forgive; but, at laſt, ſhe ' 
condeſcended to be appeaſed, and the 
magiſtrate endeavoured to excuſe his 
behaviour, by telling them, © that 
ce he had received information that a 
« certain lady, more celebrated for 
“ beauty than virtue, was that day 
© to make her appearance in a new 
& ſplendid carriage, and that his orders 
were, to politively oblige her to give 


e up her equiPage, or to ſend her to 
the 
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the hoſpital if ſhe refuſed ; chance 
« ſo ordered it, Madam, (continued 
ehe) that your beautiful vis-i-vis came 
« out on to-day, therefore, I hope it 
will plead my excuſe, then, though 
« | ſhall ever deem myſelf to blame, 
«. for my want of diſcernment, in not 
eat once diſtinguiſhing your beauty and 
« appearance from that of a kept wo- 
„ man.“ This well turned compliment 
entirely pacified the Marchioneſs, and 
made the Marquis ſmile: the magiſtrate 
perceiving his eloquence thus graciouſly 
received, continued, Nothing could, 
6 I think, poſſibly have influenced my 
4 conduct ſo far, as to behave with rude- 
„ neſs to ſuch a lady, except the natu- 
ce ral horror and antipathy I bare and 
«© ever have borne to thoſe profligate 
4c. women, whoſe name is a diſgrace to 
« their ſex; they have ever ſeemed to 
| « me 


[| 
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, 
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me worthy of the moſt exemplary pu- 
« niſhment; I never have ſhewn them 
ce the leaſt mercy, neither can I con- 
« ceive how a man who poſſeſſes com- 
mon ſenſe, can be for an inſtant de» 
ceived by their diſſemb led careſſes,” 


7 
* 
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PF HE talkative magiſtrate would 
poſſibly have continued his elo- 


quence, in order to prove his innate love 


of virtue, but, to ſay the truth, his audi- 
tors were tired, and took their leave, 
convinced no doubt of the auſterity of his 
manners, if not charmed with his polite- 
neſs : but unfortunately the Marchioneſs 
had on a very large hoop, and in ſailing 
out of the room in a faſhionable manner, 
ſhe threw down a large fax leaved ſcreen, 
which ſtood half drawn, and diſcovered 


behind it, ſeated on a couch, a young girl, 


whoſe diſordered, tawdry dreſs, and pro- 
fligate appearance, declared at firſt fight 
: | the 
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the infamy of her profeſſion, Monſieur 
and Madame D'Illois laughed moſt im- 
moderately at this proof of the occaſional 
ſeverity of this diſciple of virtue, whilſt 
the diſconcerted magiſtrate remained fixed 
as if rooted to the ground, with his head 
ſunk on his breaſt, his mouth half open, 
his eyes fixed on the floor, and his arms 
hanging ſtreight down his fides : the 
Marquis to augment his confuſion, ad- 
drefling him as ſoon as he could recover 
his ſpeech, .I am now (ſaid he) an 
* eye-witneſs to your irregularities ; you 
e perſecute theſe unfortunate creatures, 
&« in public declaim againſt them, yet 
„ privately make their misfortunes ſub- 
« ſervient to the gratification of your 
* own vices,” h 


FOLLY 
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FOLLY cxxtv. 


FYVerwhelmed with theſe reproaches, 
the magiſtrate ſtood almoſt ſtupi- 


fed with fear and ſhame; at length he 
took courage, and affected to turn the 


whole affair into pleaſantry, and evade 
the matter by giving it a ludicrous turn, 
and began to join in the laugh louder 
than the reſt. © Good God f (ſaid he) 


* a very good joke, indeed, — a mere 


 bagatelle f but there are ſecrets. in all 
« profeſſions, which we are ſorry to have 
&« revealed mal d propos; the truth is, 
« this young lady is come to ſettle in 
% my neighbourhood, and came here 

& to-day 
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to- day to beg my protection; it is then | 
no more than juſtice that ſhe ſhould 


< purchaſe it in the way of trade; we 
« were juſt ſettling the preliminaries, 
 * when the arrival of the Marchioneſs 
„ obliged me to put her behind the 
« ſcreen, and I hope I ſhall not incur 
< your diſpleaſure for merely exerciſing 
46 the privileges of my office.” This 
pleaſantry had not the deſired effect, the 
Marquis was diſguſted by his famuliarity, 
and the ſame vice which would have ap- 
peared mere galantry in a man of faſhion, 
ſeemed odious and diſguſting in a ple- 
bian; he, therefore, threatened to ex- 
poſe his behaviour to thoſe who had a 


right to puniſh him 1n a,proper manner, 
and Madame D'lllois proteſted ſhe would 
entertain every company ſhe went into 


with this adventure: they then left him 


with expreſſions of the utmoſt contempt, 
| Fl 
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and he remained exceedingly chagrined 


- and terrified, whilſt they on the contrary, 
far from exerting the promiſed revenge, 
forgot every part of the tranſaction 
before they turned the corner of the 


ſtreet. 


FASHIONABLE FOLLIES. 287 
.F O E 


an unuſual exceſs of complai- 
ſance, the Marchioneſs permitted 

her huſband to get into her vis-à-vis; 
he paid her many compliments on it's 
beauty, and the elegance of her taſte, 
and being ſeated in a new carriage, op- 
poſite to ſo lovely a woman, dreſt in the 
higheſt ſtile, it had a good deal the air 
of adyenture, and he could hardly believe 
but he was purſuing a new conqueſt; 
he, therefore, addreſſed her with the ut- 
moſt tenderneſs, faid a- thouſand flatter- 
ing things of her beauty, ſighed. and 
preſſed her hand with the utmoſt ten- 
derneſs, and even declared a paſſion for 
her in the moſt ardent terms. The Mar- 
chioneſs was aſtoniſhed, ſhe looked upon 


233 FASSHIONABLE FOLLIES. 


tbis ſudden admiration as a proof of the 
power of her charms, when they could 
even metamorphofe an huſband into a 
lover; ſhe looked on the Marquis, and 
once more thought him an amiable man, 
therefore heard him with complaiſance, 
and affected ſuch an air of ſenſibility 
and modeſty, that the Marquis was in 
raptues; earneſtly did he endeavour to 
prevail on her to devote to his ſociety the 
remainder of that day, but in vain ; ſhe 
had been engaged for ſome time to go 
to a ball at the Duke of ; ſhe 
was dreſt for admiration, and did not 
chuſe to give up what ſhe had taken ſuch 
. Pains to obtain, and her ſelf-love was by 
| no means ſufficiently gratified with 
a triumph over her huſband only; at 
0 length he grew more preſſing from de- 
_ _nial, and entreated with all the eloquence 
he was maſter of, that ſhe would permit 


him 
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him to ſup with her in her own apartment 
on her return 7@e-a-tf'e ;—ſhe heſitated 
—he inſiſted—and at laſt ſhe gave the 
wiſhed-for permiſſion, to which he obliged 
her to add a promiſe to come home early ; 


and he quitted her once more abſolutely 
in love. | 


Vol. I, bs N _ FOLLY 
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THE entertainment given by the 
1 Duke of —, was one of the 
molt ſplendid that can be conceived; it 


was in honour of a foreign nobleman, 


the manners of whoſe country were ſo ſim- 
ple, and the court from which he came, ſo 
void of luxury, that it was not even in his 
power to judge of the magnificence with 
which he was received, or form the leaſt 
idea of the liberality of the donor ; hewas 
to quit the kingdom the next morning, 
and that he might leave it with a proper 
impreſſion of the grandeur of the French 
nation, the Duke treated him that night 
at the expence of half his yearly income; 
a concert, with which the ſtranger ſeemed 


abſolutely wearied, began the evening ; 
the 


— 
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the ſupper was a repaſt both ſumptuous , 
and delicate, bur which neither being the 
food he was uſed to eat, nor dreſſed in the 
plain manner in which he was accuſtomed ' 
to have his victuals prepared for him, he 
could not partake of with pleaſurez the 


latter part of the evening, the company aſ- 


ſembled in a large ball- room, where he 
was. obliged to fit three hours to ſee 
dancing, the confuſed form of which he 
could not comprehend, - and where the 
croud was fo great, it was impoſſible for 
the dancers to move without the greateſt 
difficulty; for which reaſon it became ſo 
faſhionable to dance, that every one was 
ambitious of being engaged inthe ſet. 


Dab | N 2 | FOLLY 
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NA ADAME Delllois' beauty and 
411 figure ſoon gained her admiſſion 
amongſt the dancers, and ſhe danced 
with redoubled pleaſure, as ſhe heard en- 
comiums on ber grace and ſprightlineſs 
echoed from every fide by the men, tho 
the women were ſo far of a contrary opi- 
nion, that they declared her both auk- 
ward and ill dreſſed; but ſufficiently gra- 
tified by the praiſes of the male part of 

the aſſembly, ſhe deſpiſed thoſe of the 
females, whoſe criticiſm ſhe looked upon 
as the mere reſult of envy and ill-nature. 
Her favoured lover, the Abbe, whoſe pro- 
feſſion excluded him from dancing, was 
a witneſs of the admiration and pleaſure 
ſhe excited, and at the end of every 

1402 77 dance 
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dance brought her refreſhments with the 
moſt aſſiduous attention, and ſaid at the 
ſame time a thouſand flattering things on 
her ſuperior excellence and beauty. The 


Marchioneſs captivated by pleaſures and 


alive to every ſenſation of vanity, was 
ſo charmed by his aſſurances of en- 
ereaſing and everlaſting love, that 
ſhe liſtened with delight, forgot her 
appointment. with the Marquis, and had 
the weakneſs” to conſent to his entreaty 
of permitting him to follow her home, 
and ſpend that night, (as he had done 
many others) in her apartment: having 
thus far prevailed, he was content to 
mix with the croud that followed her to 
her carriage, and then to avoid ſuſpicion, 
returned for half an hour to the ball- 


N FOLLY 


294 FASHIONABLE FOLLIES. 


RO SL Y CORAL 


N E Marchioneſs, (who returned 
tired and fatigued with dancing,) 
undreſſed and went to bed immediately; 
and having diſmiſſed her women, (who 
knew too much of high life ever to 
enter her apartment, unleſs they were 
rung for), ſhe remained with-great tran- 
quility, expecting the arrival of the 
Abbe, who had a key to the garden gate, 
and another of the door of a pair of back 
ſtairs which led from a terrace directly 
into the apartment of Madame D'IHois. 
The Marquis) who did not doubt but his 
wife would ſtay late at the ball, though 
ſhe had promiſed to retire early, ) had 
accepted a party made by ſome young 
noblemen to the petit ſouper of a 


* courtizan, where he amuſed himſelf by 
permitting 
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permitting the miſtreſs of the houſe, 
and ſome of her friends to cheat him 
at cards of a very conſiderable ſum of 
money; but when the clock ſtruck 
three, concluding the Marchioneſs muſt 
be then returned, he left the joyous cir- 
cle, and haſtened home, where he made 
the beſt of his way to his lady's 
apartments: the ſervants, who were till 
in the anti-chamber, were aſtoniſhed at 
this viſit, but having a confuſed remem- 
brance of his being Madame D'IIlois“ 
huſband, they ſuffered him to paſs, as 
they knew not the very particular reaſon 
mittance, yet, concluded ſhe would be 
much ſurpriſed at the ſight of ſo unex- 
pected a viſitor. The Marquis juſt en- 
tered as the Abbe was ſitting before 
the glaſs diſpoſing of his curls to the 
beſt advantage, beneath a roſe- coloured 

N14 ſattin 
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ſattin night cap, richly ornamented with 
| with fine lace, which he conceived to 
be infinitely becoming; and being a 
man of ,profeſſed galantry, and always 
* uncertain where, or with whom he 
ſhould ſleep, he had long taken the 
precaution of carrying it conſtantly in 
his pocket. As ſoon as Monſ. D'Illois 
appeared, the Marchioneſs recollected 
her unfortunate engagement to him, a nd 
| was ready to expire with confuſion ; the 
- Abbe roſe from his toilette on this un- | 
expected intruſion, but had not time 
even to endeavour to conceal himſelf, 
whilſt Monſieur D'Illois was transfixed 
with aſtoniſhment on finding the Abbe 
| WE; in the Marchioneſs' apartment ſo very un- 
expectedly. 


BP 
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N old faſhioned, vulgar huſband 
would have inſtantly ordered the 
Abbe to have been thrown out of the 
window, but to the well-bred Marquis 
this ſcene appeared ſo extremely comic, 
that he laughed moſt immoderately, and 
his extraordinary mirth ſo very unſeaſon- 
able, though an additional ſource of con- 
fuſion to the Abbe, gave the Mar- 
chioneſs ſome time for recollection, who. 
addreſſing herſelf to the Marquis with 
great grayity, „ Ceaſe, Sir, (ſaid ſhe) 
e this unbecoming gaiety; learn, that 
** the gentleman preſent | is a very reſ- 


« pectable perſon, whoſe pious advice I 
“have long followed in all religious 
1 matters, and, after having made an 

NS5 aſſignation 
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« aſſignation with you for this evening, 
eit appeared to me to have ſo much the 
« air of an intrigue, that it was not 
% poſſible to reconcile it to the nice 
60 ſenſibility of a woman of virtue“ 1 
« felt, therefore, infinite repugnance to 
* comply with it, and as I had been 
very uneaſy during the time of the 
ball, I called as I came from the 
e Duke's on this pious man, to lay 
e before him the ſcruples of my con- 
& ſcience; and requeſt his advice on fo 
delicate a ſubject; he was gone to 
e bed, and came down to me in haſte, 
« (concluding the buſineſs was urgent,) 
“ when, without giving him time to new 
&« dreſs his hair, I brought him hither 
« immediately, where I could at leiſure 
cc liſten to his arguments, and that he 
© might likewiſe have an opportunity to 


« acquaint you with his decifion.” 
FOLLY 
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T the concluſion of this fine ſpeech, 
(which had not even the ſhadow of 
probability,) Monſieur D'Illois laughed 
yet louder than before; and the roſe-co- 
loured night cap giving great cauſe to 
ſuſpect the ſeverity of the Abbe's virtue, 
he called in the ſervants from the anti- 
chamber, and ordered them to treat this 
director of conſciences with a good drub- 
bing, and then to turn him into the 
ſtreet, That he may ever remember for 
the future (ſaid the Marquis), that it 
« is a very great breach of politeneſs 
and reſpect to viſit a lady in his night 
« cap.” The Abbe on hearing this 
ſentence threw himſelf on his knees, and 
begged forgiveneſs in the moſt abject 
N 1 2 manner, 
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manner, but in vain, for. the Marchio- 
neſs, enraged at his cowardice and mean 
behaviour at this exigence, ordered them 
to beſtow a few more blows on 
him on her account, to revenge (ſhe 
ſaid) his ſevere and frequent reprehen- 
ſions on her too great fondneſs for public 
diverſions: the footmen, who enjoyed 
exceedingly the caning an Abbe with 
impunity, executed their orders with great 
alacrity, and then putting him out of the: 
door, wiſhed him good night. 
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* HE Marquis remained with the 

Marchioneſs, and left her in the 
morning without the leaſt reproof for her 
ill conduct, or ever once feeming to ſuſ- 
pect that any diſhonour had been intend- 
ed him; he then took leave of her with 
the greateſt politeneſs, and went to drink 
chocolate with. a celebrated tragic actreſs, 
whoſe perſon had pleaſed him in the laſt 
new piece, and whom he thought worthy 
to appear in the character of his favourite 
ſultana. The gentleman was generous, 
and the lady complying, ſo that matters. 
could not be long ſettling to their mutual 
ſatisfaction; the Marquis promiſed on his 
part five-and- twenty louis a month, the 
nymph, the fondeſt attachment and un- 


ſhaken fidelity. 


FOLLY 
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T2 Marquis generally changed 
his miſtreſs every eight days at 

leaſt, therefore, this Kind of treaty ſuited 
him exactly, and he determined for the 
future to confine his amours to ladies eaſy 
of acceſs; and as variety could be ſo 
cheaply obtained, he thought it would 
be a pleaſant frolick to keep at the ſame 
time an actreſs of each theatre; there- 
fore, having arranged matters with this 
diſciple of Melpomene, he next paid his 
devoirs to the prettieſt ſigurer at the opera, 
who, though ſhe did not excel in the 
ö ſcience ſhe profeſſed, was a fine, well- 
ſhaped girl of ſeventeen, whoſe bewitch- 
ing -eyes, joined to a kind of childiſh 
playfulneſs in her manner, gained her 

many 
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many admirers, and ſhe had the offer of 
jewels and ſettlements from many lovers at 
the ſame time; as yet, however, ſhe affec- 
ted exemplary modeſty : her eyes were 
fixed to the ground, as if unable to ſupport 
the ardent gaze of admiration, and the 
bluſh of innocence ſeemed ſtill to glow 
upon her check. The Marquis teſolved to 
triumph over a croud of contending ri- 
vals, and every nicht he paid conſtant 
attendance to her behind the ſcenes, 
where, finding his aſſiduities graciouſly 
received, and that the liſtened to his flat- 
tery with viſible preference, he one even- 
ing ventured to make propoſals for bring- 
ing the affair to a concluſion ; © Come, 
( ſaid he) my charming Adelaide, let me 
* hope you mean to be mine, deign to 
« fix your own terms, and be aſſured, 
* whatever ſum can purchaſe your com- 
&« pliance, ſhall be your's,” The fair one 

be looked 
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looked grave, helitated, and then replied, 


= © You are very good, very generous, Sir 
l « —but this is an.affair in which I am not 
« «. at liberty to act for myſclf—it i is a mat- 
<« ter which, muſt be entirely regulated 
« by my mama.” The Marquis pleaded 
with her, and uſed all the rhetoric he was 
maſter of, to prevail on her to ſpeak her 
own terms; entreaties were vain, he could 


not obtain any other anſwer than, * that 
her mama would be glad to ſee bim a at 
« eleven the next day.” . 


VS 
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L 


23 HE Marquis was too anxious to 
terminate this important affair, not 
to be exact to the hour ſhe mentioned; 
and on being introduced to the pretended 
mama, ſhe heard his propoſals with at- 
tention, and pondered on them in ſilence; 
at length, © Sir, (ſaid ſhe to the Mar- 
* quis, gravely,) we may, perhaps, ſet- 
« tle this affair, for it now draws near 
« the time in which I wiſh to fix Made- 
« moiſelle Adelaide in a proper ſituation; 
merit and perſon are not of conſe- 
& quence in the favoured lover of the 
“e ladies of the opera, they are obliged 
« to chuſe thoſe who can beſt repay the 
« expence, in ſome degree which their 
parents 
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« parents have been at in their educa- 
« tion, therefore my determination has 
long been fixed that ſhe ſhall accept 
ce the moſt liberal lover, and have made 
« her ſoleminly promiſe to ſubmit every 


| & propoſal to my wiſdom and expe- 


dc rience. This condition ſhe has 
t faithfully complied with, and I re- 
& gularly give audience every morning 
t to hear the terms of different gentle- 
& men, regiſter the names, quality, 
& and offers of each, carefully in a book 
« I keep for that purpoſe.“ 


FOLLY 
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P' OL ILT U. 


HEN the provident mama had 
V ſaid this, ſhe roſe, and unlock» 
ing a table drawer, took out a book with 
a parehment cover, then putting on her 
ſpectacles turned over a great number of 
leaves with great earneſtneſs and applica- 
cation, making at the ſame time calcula- 
tions on her fingers; the Marquis ſat in 
filent aſtoniſhment, wondering what 
would be the event of all this; the old 
woman continued to mutter to herſelf, and 
would ſhake her head frequently for ſome 
time; at laſt ſhe took off her ſpectacles, and 
addreſſing Monſieur D'Illois with great 
gravity, 
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gravity, © I wiſh you joy, Sir, (ſaid 
„ ſhe) Adelaide is your's ; your offers 
& are the moſt truly generous of any of 
& her lovers; you deſerve ſuch a treaſure, 
& for never was there a more innocent 
« heart; and I really think the ſurrender 
« make to you of ſo lovely a girl, de- 
«. ſeryes an hundred louis for a new gown 
< for tay-ſelf, beſides the fifty per month 
« you are to pay her; but if you refuſe to 
« comply with this ſmall gratuity to me, 
« our treaty is at an end, if not, ſhe is 
<- your own.“ The Marquis agreed to 
theſe conditions, and Adelaide being 
ealled, declared with bluſhes, that he, 
of all her lovers, had alone made ſuffi- 
cient impreſſion on her heart to induce 
her to wiſh that he might meet with the 
approbation of her mama; yet, ſuch was 
the reſerve and delicacy of her ſenti- 
ments and behaviour, that it was near 
three 
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three days before he could prevail on 
her to admit him as a favoured lover, 
though both mama and herſelf acknow- 
ledged © ſuch was her predilection in 
« favour of the Marquis from the firſt 
moment ſhe beheld him, that her heart 
© muſt have been abſolutely broken, had 
*« not the generoſity of his offers been 
« worthy her acceptance.“ 


FOLLY 
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„ e L LY  CRERP. 


OON after his conqueſt over this 
veſtal of the theatre; the Marquis 
paid his devoirs to the lovelieſt of the 
Italian ſingers: a fine figure, and a pair 
of large black eyes had obtained her the 
preference of the Marquis over the reſt 
of her companions; but on his firſt lu- 
crative propoſition, the generous creature 
burſt into tears : © To what am I reduced 
« (ſaid ſhe, in a tone of indignation) 
« that you ſhould for a ſingle moment 
©. ſuppoſe me capable of ſelling myſelf 
&« for intereſt ® Can you love me, and 
« yet wiſh me to become the object of 
“ fo vile a paſſion? The heart of a 
« lover like you is a ſufficient prize; I 
* accept 
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* accept it with pleaſure, yet diſdain 
* every ſordid idea of gain.” The Mar- 
quis was ſurprized to the laſt degree to 
meet with a diſintereſted woman ; he was 
charmed with the generoſity of her mind, 
and uſed every art and every delicate at- 
tention to gain the heart of this ſentimen- 
tal nymph, whoſe virtue was at length ſo 


far ſubdued as to grant him an aſſigna- 


tion gratis. 
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O the evening appointed, he haſtened 
after the opera, to the apartment 


of the charming Italian, who received 
him with tranſport, and had provided an 
elegant and expenſive ſupper; after 
which the-Marquis again requeſted her 
to accept of a Proper eſtabliſhment, but 
in vain: * Yau are the lover of my 
choice, (ſaid ſhe) all I poſſeſs is your's, 

: Vol. II. 3 « © and 


* g 
* "4 


_— ——— 


_* ſhewing you that the merit, not the for- 


it was not long before fortune was in this 


have been always honoured with your 


« reſted fair one) but I have been parti- 
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and my future happineſs will confiſt in 


* tune of a lover, entitles him to my 
* affetion.” Monſieur D'Illois was 
enraptured with the refinement and deli- 
cacy. of her ſentiments, and determined 
to ſeek a favourable opportunity to con- 
vince her of his generoſity : happily, 


particular favourable to his wiſhes—he 
did not return home that night, and the 
very next morning, whilſt they were ſit- 
ting at breakfaſt, there entered the room 
a mercer and a jeweller, who, after having 
properly apologized for their intruſion, 
« We called, Madam (ſaid they) to know 
« whether you have any commands for 
« us, this being the time of year we 


« orders.” It is true, (ſaid the difinte- 


&« cylarly 
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« cularly unfortunate, my ſalary has not 
* been regularly paid; I am poor and 
“cannot afford what I uſed to do, as you 
* well know I never accept of preſents 
« from any one, therefore, have not the 
*, reſources of intereſted women: I am 
* now engaged; if you will return when 
*© this gentleman is gone, I will look over 
5+ the articles you have brought, and 
« ſupply myſelf with what I can pay for, 
&* as debts, you know, are my averſion ; 
{© but pray, go now, as I ſhall not buy 
« any thing whilſt the Marquis is here.“ 
Monfieur D'Illois declared, he poſitively 
liked to ſee fine things, and wiſhed to be 
a judge of her taſte, and uſed ſo many 
entreaties, that at laſt ſhe conſented he 
ſhould ſtay. The mercer unfolded ſeve- 
ral rich faſhionable ſilks ; the jeweller 
diſplayed watches, rings, ſnuff boxes, 
lockets, and trinkets of various forts; 

A4 5 the 
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the lady ſaw ſeveral ſhe liked, bur 
obſerved they were all too dear: the 
Marquis, on the contrary, declared he 
thought the prices very reaſonable, 
and begged her acceptance of any 
toys or filks ſhe wiſhed to have, but 
ſhe proteſted againſt it with great firm- 
neſs, and refuſed every thing he offered; 
at length ſhe drew the mercer towards 

the window to agree with him for the 
price of a ſilk, and whilſt ſhe was ſo en- 
gaged, Monſieur d'Illois gave the jeweller 
his addreſs, with ſtrict orders that he 
ſhould ſuffer her to ſclect what articles ſhe 
liked, and, on his return home, ordered 
him to ſend the bill to the Marquis's 
ſteward, who would diſcharge it imme- 
diately. Whilſt ſhe was talking with the 
jeweller, he practiſed the ſame artifice 
with the mercer, but not fo ſecretly 
but ſhe diſcovered the deceit, to her infi- 
| Nite. 
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nite regret, as ſhe had choſen ſeveral 
things of each; but vain were all her ge- 
nerous reſolutions, as the tradeſmen were 
gone, and the valet who was ſent after 
them could not overtake them; and, as if 
every thing united to diſtreſs her, they 
were travelling merchants who came from 
a diſtant province, and ſhe knew not 
where they were to be met with, Thus 
the Marquis had the ſatisfaction of pre- 
ſenting his charmer with the value of 
twenty thouſand francs, and yet returned 
home with the ſincereſt admiration of her 
diſintereſted love, and fully convinced of 
the great generoſity of her ſentiments, 


A5 FOLLY 
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b E Marquis regretted not ſums ſo 
ſpent, however conſiderable, whilſt 

they ſatisfied his caprices, and he kept 
his three miſtreſſes in great ſplendor, 
though he had ſuch a variety of engage- 
ments that he ſeldom viſited any of them; 
and whenever he went to his little dancer, 
he was obliged to uſe ſome kind of pre- 
caution in his introduction, for ſhe had 
made him promiſe never to come but by 
night, and without a carriage, That 
the only foible in her character (ſhe 
« told him) might be ſtill a ſecret to 
the neighbours.” The Marquis, who 
was good natured, was eaſily prevailed on 
to gratify her in this particular, beſides 
an air af myſtery in an intrigue was a. 
| | novelty 
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novelty he did not diſike; he uſed, 
therefore, to go to her on foot, wrapt 
up in a long cloak after midnight, and 
letting himſelf in at a garden gate, creep 
ſoftly to her apartment, and this only 
when it had been regulated between them 
the day before, as ſhe could not ſubmit _ 
to be looked upon by him as an eaſy fair 
one who muſt ſubmit to receive his vi- 
ſits whenever he pleaſed. Indeed, fo - 
rare is it to poſſeſs an opera dancer Who 

admits only one lover, that ſuch a pha- 
nomenon ought to be treated with un- 

common tenderneſs ang delicacy. 


4 6 vt 
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FO L Lr  CXXXVII. 


N one of theſe nocturnal viſits, the 
Marquis was extremely ſurpriſed to 
find his Adelaide bathed in tears; in vain: 
did ſhe endeavour to wear a ſmile on his 
appearance, and diſſemble her ſorrows, 
whilſt the officious mama ſtrove without 
facceſs to adminiſter conſolation to the 
weeping beauty. Alarmed at her deſpair, 
Monſieur D'Illois inſiſted on being made 
acquainted with her grief, but ſhe return- 
ed no other anſwer than ſighs; the 
Marquis at length conjured her not 
to conceal the cauſe any longer, and. 
ſwore moſt ſolemnly he would do all in 
in his power to diſſipate her uneaſineſs, 
and make her happy. Overcome by 
theſe promiſes ſhe wiped her Jovely eyes, 
and looking tenderly on him, I am, 
« (ſaid 
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« ſaid ſhe) indeed, diſtreſſed and un- 
4 happy to tlie laſt degree; all my com- 
« panions at the theatre deſpiſe me, 
« and treat me with a contempt I cannot 
« bear; they laugh at me, and ſay my 
appearance is a diſcredit to them, nor 
c can I deny it, as they are moſt of 
* them covered with jewels, have each 
rich bracelets, ſuperb necklaces, and 
large diamond ear-rings, whilſt I have 
J only two or three ſhabby brilliant pins, 
* which look ſo miſerably when com- 
e pared with their's, that I bluſh when- 
ever J am forced to place myſelf by 
them on the ſtage ; and this night (to 
complete my mortification), little Vic- 
* toria, who is frightfully ugly, came 
in, adorned with a ſuit of diamonds 
that ought to have been mine, for 
e they were given her by that booby of 
* an Engliſh lord who made propoſals 
* to 
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to me: when I ſaw her thus orna- 


* mented I was ready to ſink with ſname 
and confuſion, and I believe it will 
break my heart.” She again burft 
into tears, and the Marquis vainly en- 
deavouted to pacify her, *till at length 
diſtreſſed by her uneafineſs, he ſwore to 
her, that the next evening ſhe ſhould 
ſurpaſs her companions in magnificence 
as well as beauty. The ſudden revolution 


this promiſe made in the fair one's diſ- 
| poſition was aſtoniſhing; ſhe became 

| lively, gay and entertaining, and charm- 
'- ed the Marquis ſo much, that after he 
bl - quitted her next morning, he went in- 
ſtantly to his jeweller's, and ſent by a 
faithful valet to her toilette, a ſhagreen 
1 caſe, the richneſs and beauty of it's con- 
ö tents ſoon baniſhed all ſorrows, and left 
her not any reaſon to envy Victoria, or 


any other of her companions. 
| FOLLY 
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HE Marchioneſs d' Hlois whom we 

left very angry with her favourite 

the Abbe, from that time deſpiſed him 
very ſincerely, and on his part the blaws. 
and indignity he had ſuffered on her ae- 
count, made him hate her moſt cordially; 
the only queſtion on the ſide of the Mar- 
chioneſs was, who ſhould ſucceed him? 
The certainty of her connection with the 
Abbe, the levity of her conduct, and 
beauty of her perſon drew round her 
numbers of gay, diſſipated young men of 
faſhion, who had reaſon to hope her fa- 
vours might without much difficulty be 
obtained; the general homage paid to 
her charms embarraſſed her in her choice, 
and though her determination was to ac- 
cept a lover, it was for ſome time diffi- 
cult to ſay which was the happy man 


the intended to prefer. | 
FOLLY 
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* to me: when I ſaw her thus orna- 
* mented I was ready to ſink with ſhame 
and confuſion, and I believe it will 
break my heart.” She again burft 
into tears, and the Marquis vainly en- 
deavouted to pacify her, *till at length 
diſtreſſed by her uneafineſs, he ſwore to 
her, that the next evening ſhe ſhould 
turpaſs her companions in magnificence 
as well as beauty. The ſudden revolution 
this promiſe made in the fair one's diſ- 
poſition was aſtoniſhing; ſhe became 
lively, gay and entertaining, and charm- 
ed the Marquis ſo much, that after he 
- quitted her next morning, he went in- 
ſtantly to his jeweller's, and ſent by a 
faithful valet to her toilette, a ſhagreen 
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any other of her companions. 
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I C XXXIX. 
HE Marchioneſs d' Hlois whom we 


left very angry with her favourite 
the Abbe, from that time deſpiſed him 
very ſincerely, and on his part the blows 
and indignity he had ſuffered on her ae- 
count, made him hate her molt cordially; 
the only queſtion on the ſide of the Mar. 
chioneſs was, who ſhould ſucceed him? 
The certainty of her connection with the 
Abbe, the levity of her conduct, and 
beauty of her perſon drew round her 
numbers of gay, diſſipated young men of 
faſhion, who had reaſon: to hope her fa- 
vours might without much difficulty be 
obtained ; the general homage paid to 
her charms embarraſſed her in her choice, 
and though her determination was to ac- 
cept a lover, it was for ſome time diffi- 
cult to ſay which was the happy man 


the intended to prefer. | {Fe 
FOLLY 
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\ T laſt, however, it happened that the 

" Marchioneſs one evening at a ball, 

at a friend's houſe, met with the Viſ- 
count De VEncluſe ; he was a tall boy, 
juſt turned of nineteen, in the bloom of 
youth; the luſtre of health glowed on 
his cheeks; an animated complexion, 
ſparkling eyes, and white even teeth, 
gained him the admiration of moſt of 
the ladies; he was well ſhaped for his 
ſize, but rather inclined to fat, he was 
audacious, lively and familiar in his be- 
haviour among women, and moſt of thoſe 
with whom he converſed, liked him the 
berter for the impertinence with which 


he addreſſed them: his character was 
| not 
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not ſo amiable as his figure; he was both 
malicious and ſpiteful, would repeat and 
propagate ſcandal of thoſe to whom he 
profeſſed friendſhip ; was particularly ſati- 
rical on the conduct of women, as his ad- 
ventures among the worthleſs part of the 
ſex had been ſo many that he had from 
thence imbibed an illiberal notion of all. 
This was the man with whom Madame 
D'Illois became captivated at firſt ſight; 
ſhe thought him the moſt entertaining, 
agreeable creature in the world, and as | 
he treated her with very little ceremony, 
ſhe encouraged him by laughing at the 
{ſcandalous anecdotes he told of her ac- 
quaintance, and permitted him great li- 
berties in his converſation, not doubting | 
but when ſhe choſe to aſſume a different .- 
mode of behaviour, ſhe could eaſily awe I 
him into a proper reſpect ; but the Viſ- | 
count was too much uſed to the advances. 


of 
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of the ladies, notto perceive the impreſſion 
he had made on the Marchioneſs, or to be 
ſo eaſily repulſed: her partiality to him was 
too apparent to be denied, he therefore at- 
tached himſelf to her, and the Marchio- 
neſs already more than half yanquiſhed 
by the depravity of her own inclination, 
yielded in a very ſhort time to her new 
lover, and became as compleatly ridicu- 
lous towards him in her behaviour as any 
of thoſe unfortunate women whoſe hiſ- 
tories he had entertained her with. 
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FOL L Y CXLI. 


13 HE Viſcount, by a very extraordi- 
nary effort and moſt ſurpriſing ta- 
citurnity, kept the ſecret of his conqueſt 
over Madame D'Illois for three whole 
days, at the end of which he was un- 
able to reſiſt the pleaſure of relating it 
to ſome of his intimate friends, (after 
taking the precaution to ſwear them to 
ſecreſy, which. they doubtleſs obſerved 
with the fame delicacy he had done him- 
ſelf) ; but grown more negligent in a few 
days after, when he had finiſhed his uſual 
bottle of champaigne, © Come, (he would 
„ ſay) let us drink a bumper to poor 
& little D*Hlois, the beſt woman in the 
** world, and ſo partial to me that it 
is aſtoniſhing ; my acquaintance with 
her has been fo ſhorr, that I am ſur- 
* prized 
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« prized myſelf at the rapidity of my 
« ſucceſs. I may ſay with Cæſar, I 
* came, ſaw, and conquered, I have 
not the honour of knowing the lady's 
« huſband, but I am ſure he has the 
e moſt cafy, gentle-temper'd wife in Pa- 
* ris.” Not content with treating her 
name with ſo little reſerve amongſt his 
companions, he prevailed on Madame 
D'Illois to give him her picture, which 
he readily granted, and looked on the 
requeſt as a proof of his paſſion, little 
ſuſpecting the * for which he in- 
tended it, 


FOLLY 
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8 OON after, the Marquis happened 

to meet the Viſcount at a joyous 
ſupper, at the houſe of a friend; they 
were mutually pleaſed with each other's 
converſation; and the Marquis being 
much too polite ever to mention the 
name of his wife, moſt of the company 
(and the Viſcount amongſt the reſt) 
looked upon him as a ſingle man; be- 
fore they parted, the Viſcount engaged 
the whole party to ſpend the following 
evening at his houſe. They met at the 
time appointed; and wit, good humour, 
and plenty of champaigne made them 
ſtill more gay than they were the night 
before; mirth and wine elated the fancy 
of the Viſcount, and he began as uſual to 
boaſt the number of his triumphs over 
the moſt celebrated beauties; and even 


went 
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went fo far as to affirm, © there was not 
* a truly virtuous woman in the world, 
i at leaſt not one who might not be ſub- 
« dued by any man of perſon and ad- 
« dreſs, if he thought it worth his while 
to give himſelf any trouble about her; 
and to convince you (continued he) 
that Lucretia's are in this age very rare 
“ to be met with, I will ſhew you the por- 
c traits of thoſe whom I have found to be 
ce very different creatures, and yourſelves 
„ ſhall judge from the number of pic- 
„ tures in my poſſeſſion, how many a 
< monarch might obtain if he had a de- 
c fire to become maſter of the pictures of 
& all the condeſcending fair ones in the 
« poliſhed nations of the univerſe :” here 
he roſe, and opened the door of a large 
elegant cloſet, whoſe walls were almoſt 
covered with pictures, and illuminated 


in an elegant taſte; they all ruſhed into 
it 


* 


£A3HIONABLE FOLLIES, 23 


it with impatience ; and the firſt object 
that ſtruck the ſight of Monſieur d'Illois 
was the exact reſemblance of his wife; 
however well-bred a huſband he might 
be, yet it would be a diſhonour to human 
nature not to ſuppoſe he felt a very diſa- 
greeable ſenſation at this diſcovery; but he 
diſguiſed his emotion, and, with the 
calmneſs of a philoſopher, attended to the 
Viſcount, who enraptured at being thus 
ſurrounded with trophies ſo flattering to 
his ſelf- love, pointed to each particular 
painting, and gave his friends a ſhort, hiſ- 
tory of the fair one it reſembled, © The 
«« firſt, gentlemen, (ſaid he) on my right 
* hand, is old Madame de P ; no 
great addition to the collection I con- 
« feſs, but ſhe was my firſt conqueſt 
among what is called virtuous ladies; 
* ſhe it ſeems had a kind of curioſity 
« to know how a boy of ſixteen 

made 
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„ made love; and I, (out of a frolic) 
« had a mind to try whether a woman of 
cc fifty would reliſh ſuch a declaration: 
ce next to this old hag, (by way of con- 
<« traſt) behold the young blooming Ce- 
«Ha; Ipurſued her five weeks with un- 
<« remitting ardor, but ſhe condeſcended 
ce not to reward my paſſion till the very 
ce day before ſhe married my moſt inti- 
« mate friend the Count of R— : this 
et little bewitching face (up higher) the 
« Counteſs de Morun, who though ſhe 
« ſcruples not to grant favours to her 
« Jovers, has the delicacy to declare ſhe 
« ſtill adores her huſband with the moſt 
« unabated fondneſs : this on your left, 
« is the famous devotee Madame de M: 
« ho every day in public devoutly prays 
ce to heaven that ſhe may be forgiven 
e the fins ſhe hourly commits in private: 
© this haughty beauty is the Dutcheſs 
| — +5 2 
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« De C——, who yielded to my wiſhes 
cc with a moſt petrifying air of gran- 
e deur; but making uſe of the privi- 
“lege of a favoured lover, and going 
* rather abruptly into her apartment 
three days after, found her in the 
ce arms of a footman : that further lady, 
is the ſmiling princeſs of T—, who, 
« when I hinted at noon in a whiſper 
e (after paſſing the night in her apart- 
* ment) that I ſhould be glad to repeat 
{© the aſſignation, turned from me and 
« burſt into a loud laugh ; told me, ſhe 
** wondered at my aſſurance, that I ought 
to know that a faux pas in women 
* of her rank, was a mere jeſt; and that 
« ſhe ſuppoſed I was not to learn that 

nothing could be more dull than the 
< repetition of a joke.“ - 


* 


c 


* 


Vol. II. 
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DEL III. 


IN this manner he ran over great 
numbers with the moſt ſurpriſing 
volubility, 'till he came at laſt to that 
of the Marchioneſs: Here ! (faid he, 
turning to the Marquis), do you know 
« this young beauty?“ „ have ſeen 
her (returned Monſieur D' Illois, ra- 
« ther embarras'd)-:* '* 2 propos (conti- 
*« nued 'De-PEncluſe) ſhe is your name 
ec fake; is ſhe'a relation?“ 4 very diſ- 
'« tantly, ſaid the Marquis;” “ ſo much 
ce the better, (cried the Viſcount) I ſhan't 
“ loſe my ſtory for all that; theſe little 
« ſparkling eyes and coquetriſh airs an- 
&« nounce the vivacity of the diſpoſition 
Y « of 
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ce of the Marchioneſs D'Illois; and in 
4 truth fo very lively is ſhe, that ſhe has 
<« ſcarce patience to wait for the offer of 
her lover's heart, before ſhe takes 
“ pains to convince him ſhe means to 
accept of his perſon ; I ſpeak from ex- 
e perience : three days from the hour I 


"« firſt ſaw her, arranged matters between 
« her and me; but then I muſt do her 
the juſtice to ſay, ſhe received an im- 
preſſion in my favour at / firſt ſight ; 
< ſhe is a charming, diffipated, lively 
* creature—but I have had her theſe ten 
days; and if it were to continue ten 
days longer; I ſhould think :ayſelf mar- 
< ried to her I would adviſe you, 
« D'Ilios, faith, to begin where I leave 
off. She would ſuit you exactiy her 
© beauties are worthy a particular exami- 
nation; come, you ſhall have a nearer 
view of my little goddeſs.“ He then 
B 2 took 


— 
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took down the picture, and gave it into 
the hand of the Marquis, who endea- 
voured to look upon it with a ſmile, when 
- at that very inſtant there entered a young 
man, a relation to Monfieur D'Illois, 
juſt come from college. Ah! (ſaid he 
to the Marquis) what do I ſee! my 
dear couſin enraptured with the por- 
trait of his own wife. I never ſaw any 
thing ſo like fince I was born.” At this 
unexpected diſcovery the Viſcount ſtarted 
with ſurprize, and ſeemed covered with 
confuſion, and burſting into a loud laugh, 
„Well, gentlemen, ſaid he, my blun- 
« dering couſin here has diſcovered to 
vyou the huſband of the complaiſant 
lady whoſe hiſtory you have heard; 
« but be affured, her conduct gives me 
not the leaſt diſquiet, we are very hap- 
<« py people, and each amuſe. ourſelves 
% our own way: I am not in the leaſt 
& angry 
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© angry with the Viſcount for endea- 
" vouring to make himſelf agreeable to 
&« a pretty woman becauſe ſhe is my 
« wife; and one day or other, when he 
* is ſo imprudent as to marry, I ſhall 
« hope to return the compliment which 
is the only way I ſhall ever think of 
&« revenging the wrongs he has done 
© me.” He then ſhook hands with the 
Viſcount, and every one preſent declar- 
ed he was a noble fellow, praiſed the 
manner in which he had received this in- 
telligence to the ſkies, and unanimouſly 
agreed none but a fool would make him- 
ſelf the leaſt uneaſy about the conduct 
of a woman. But what devil, (faid the 
Marquis) brought you, couſin of the 
* woeful countenance, hither at fo critical 
* a juncture?” © A moſt unaccountable 
adventure, upon my honour (ſaid the 
** young man) I have been nearly terri- 

B 3 5 fied 
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« fied out of my ſenſes, and being your 
« carriage waiting at this door, was 
glad to come in to recover my furpriſe z 
« and believe me, when you have heard 
% what I have to ſay, you will own my 
« fears have not been without foun- 


% dation.“ 


FOLLY 
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TOL L Y OA. 

ME and three other collegi- 

ans, you muſt know, my dear 
couſin (ſaid the intruder, whoſe name 
was the Chevalier D'Iricourt,) have 
been ſpending an evening together at 
, who, if he does make long bills, 
you have at leaſt the ſatisfaction of 
having excellent ragouts for your money: 
we have been at table ever ſince ten; and 
what the devil wine he gave us. I cannot 
tell, but it got into our heads before we 
had drank two bottles a man, and we be- 
gan to laugh and hollow, and be very rio- 
tous; at laſt ſome one propoſed breaking 
the glaſſes by way of frolic; when thoſe 
were finiſhed, we began on the china, 
then proceeded to throw three large look- - 


ing-glaſſes into the ſtreet, as we all 
B 4 agreed 
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agreed nothing can be more abſurd than 
to have looking-glaſſes in an eating- 
room, and we were then endeavouring 
to lift out a large, old, lumbring ſopha, 
being reſolved nothing ſhould poſitively 
remain but the table and chairs, when our 
landlord made his appearance frightened 
out of his wits, and on his humble re- 
monſtrances we were prevailed upon to 
be quiet ; thoſe who had money, paid 
their ſhare of the bill and damages, and 
thoſe who had none promiſed faithfully 
to make amends when they had; and this 
matter being fairly ſettled, we marched 
into the ſtreet juſt as the clock ſtruck 
two, the night ſo totally dark there was 
not a ftar to be ſeen, 
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rn of us having had the pru- 
dence to order our carriages, we 
crept along in the dark, feeling our way, 
and in imminent danger of breaking our 
necks. © Come, (ſaid I to the reſt) do 
„not let us go to bed at this early 
* hour like a parcel of ſneaking citi- 
gens, let us be jovial, let us all go in 
this dirty trim to the maſquerade, and 
our miſerable appearance will fave us 
te the expence of a dreſs,” They were 


delighted with my ſcheme, ſo on we 
went in mud over our ſhoe buckles, 


but praying very heartily that we might 
B 5 ſoon 
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ſoon meet with an hackney coach, to ſave 
us the remainder of fo diſagreeable a pe- 
rigrination; after ſome time we heard one 
advancing towards us; © Hollo! friend, 
« ſaid we altogether, are you an hack- 
cc ney coachman? Ay, that I am, to my 
ſorrow, gentlemen, (anſwered he, endea- 
vouring to laſh forward the wretched. 
horſest hat dragged his coach along;) *I 
& am full now, continued he, but as I 
am going only a few yards, if you will 
« ſtop here I will ſet down my fare, and 
« ſhall then be at your ſervice for the 
&© reft of the night.“ Come (ſaid 
© one of my companions) let us ſtop 
“ this raſcal, and ſee who thoſe per- 
« ſons are who dare to ride whilſt we 
« are forced to walk on foot.” We 
ſeconded this laudable deſign, ſeized 
the reins of the horſes, opened the door, 
and my friend putting in his hand, © IL 
«. ſmoke 
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4 ſmoke it (ſaid he) this is ſome pri- 
vate decampment, there is nothing 
« in it but furniture, ſo let the dog 
5 g⁰ on, and we will follow him, and 
« get in where he ſets down his lug- 
„gage.“ He then ſhut the door, and 
though the coachman did not ſpare 
whipcord, we eaſily kept pace with the 
crazy machine which we had the pati- 
ence to follow through at leaſt a dozen 
ſtreets, expecting every moment he would 
be at his journey's end. He came at 
laſt into this very ſtreet, and ſtopped 
before a little narrow gate-way which 
leads into a blind alley, a very few 
yards from hence, and drove up fo very 
cloſe to the wall, that I, who happen- 
ed to be the only one of the party on 
that ſide of the way, was forced to 
turn into a little alley to avoid the 
wheels :. the obſcurity of the place made 

B 6 it 
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it impoſſible for me to be perceived, 
and the coachman believing us all on the 
other fide of the way, got down, and 
opened the coach door; a man imme- 
diately jumped out, and put a large 
bundle on his ſhoulders ; with which 
the coachman came ſo very cloſe: to me 
that it bruſh'd againſt me, but with 
what horror and conſternation was I 
poſſeſſed, when, by the light of a dark- 
> Jantern (which was ſuddenly opened 
by the man at the coach fide to light 
the other in) I plainly perceived that 
theſe pretended goods were no other than 
dead bodies; ſometimes: I was touched 
by the leg of one of them—at the next 
turn a cold dangling hand came againſt 
my face; and now and then the head of 
one with force againſt mine; the man 

with the Jantern was ſo fully convinc- 
ed that the coaſt was clear, that he never 
turned 
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turned the light in any other poſition 
but what ſerved to gleam on their dread- 
ful load, by which I diſcovered that 
each corpſe was about half covered up in 
coarſe linen cloth, juſt wrapped round 
it, Amongſt others, was the body 
of an infant, whoſe face appeared ſwel- 


led and livid. The air and mein of the 
wretch at the coach, encreaſed my appre- 
henſions; he looked like a cut-throat, and 
under a looſe horſeman's coat which 
he wore, I could diſcern ſeveral daggers 
in a kind of belt, Theſe wretches whilſt 
thus employed held a converſation ſnock- 
ing to think of ; which chiefly conſiſted 
of remarks on the objects before them: 
there is one (faid the coachman) that is 
ſcarce cold now; how deviliſhly ſtrong 
and robuſt he is ! he had trouble enough 
to get out of this worls ſo quickly, 

and 
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and a good ſtruggle for it, I warrant: 
Theſe ſort of obſervations were paſſed: 
on each as they lugged them in; and 1 
own to you my fears were ſuch, that 
I was myſelf more dead than alive at 
that moment; I ſcarce breathed, and 
drew myſelf to the wall as cloſe as 
poſſible ; at laſt I concluded I muſt un- 
doubtedly be murdered if I was per- 
ceived by them, and that I had better 
call my friends to my aſſiſtance; for the 
entrance was almoſt rendered impaſſable 
by the bodies being laid- within it, in 
order, as I ſuppoſe, to clear the coach 
till they could diſpoſe of them elſe- 
where. I tried ſeveral times to raiſe my 
voice, but the ſound died upon my 
tongue; at length fear, by encreaſing 
my panic, gave me utterance, and 1 
gave ſo loud and piercing a cry, chat the 
. curſed 
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eurſed coachman, and the aſſaſſin himſelf, 
both became immoveable; my friends 
alarmed for my fafety, ran to my aſſiſt- 
ance, and turning aſide the heads of the 
horſes came into the alley, where I ex- 
pected my laſt moment was approach- 
ing. On the noiſe they made, the miſ- 
creant opened the lantern and the hor- 
rid ſight of ſo many carcaſes aſtoniſhed 
them nearly as much as it had done me. 
6 For God' ſake! (ſaid I) lay hold of that 
« villain, who having perpetrated ſuch 
« a number of murders, conſpires with 
© the coachman his accomplice, to 
bring them hither to conceal his 
« crimes.” At theſe words, my friends. 
laid hold of them both, and it was now 
their turn to become pale and trembling ; 
they looked on each other in ſilence, 
whilſt my companions interrogated them 

with. 
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; with their drawn ſwords, I was glad to 
| get into the ſtreet to recover my ſenſes 
| == in a pure air, and perceiving your coach 
1 waiting at the door of the Viſcount, 
thought I would ſtep in and aſk your 
advice, what ought to be done in this 
very extraordinary caſe. 
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70 Very extraordinary caſe, indeed, 
411 (replid the Marquis) let us 
e all go and examine this affair direct- 


« ly;” on which the whole company, 
with the Chevalier at their head, proceed - 
ed tothe place juſt as the coachman and. 
his 6ompanion were beſeeching the three, 
friends of Monſieur D'Iricourt not to 
ruin them. At the arrival of fo many 
additional witneſſes they were ready to 
ſink into the earth. Do not waſte 
time in talking to theſe wretches (laid. - 
the Marquis) but take them before 
the 
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e the magiſtrate, who will in a proper 
manner force them to confeſs the crimes 
they have been guilty of, and inflict 
on them the puniſhment due to their 
« wickedneſs.” * Ah! gentlemen, for 
* heaven” ſake (ſaid the perſon whom 
they looked upon as the aſſaſſin) have 
* mercy upon me, and I declare ſo- 
« Jemnly I. will own to you the whole 
truth: I am, then, you mult know. 
& a poor practitioner in ſurgery, and 
4 have, I confeſs, ſtolen from their 
« praves. thoſe bodies, for myſelf and 
«< ſome other pupils to diſſect. I beg 
« you will forgive me, and conſider, 
« that the preſent war has made dead 
men here at home ſo exceedingly dear, 
that the grave diggers make us pay 
double prices for thoſe they procure ; 
J therefore gave this honeſt coach- 
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« beg ye to be merciful, for if this af- 
&« fair is diſcovered we ſhall inevitably 
« periſh in priſon.” And theſe poign- 
« ards (interrupted the Chevalier, vex- 
« ed to the ſoul at this denougment' of 
ce the ſuppoſed tragedy with which he 
had been fo terrified; thoſe poignards 
hidden under your great coat, what 
© were they intended for 2” «Alas! (ſaid 
the frightened ſkeleton-monger) they 
are only the inſtruments for diſſection, 
« which I called for this evening in 
my way to the burial ground.” The 
loud laugh of the Marquis and his com- 
panions now re-echoed from every fide, 
and the whole of this adventure being 
turned into a jeſt ; they rallied the Cheva- 
lier moſt unmercifully on the panic he 
had endured. Chagrined and confuſed at 
their ironical compliments, and congra- 
tulations on his bravery and fortitude,, 
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he and his three friends were glad to 


jump into the hackney coach, take the 


places of the dead bodies, and make the 
beſt of their way to the maſquerade, 
leaving the other — very merry 
at his expence. 
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T HEY continued laughing till the 
coach was quite out of fight; the 
Marquis then got into his own carriage, 
and the coachman had already driven 
down two or three ſtreets before he re- 
collected he had not received his maſter's 
orders where to go; he ſtopped to en- 
quire, and it came into the head of Mon- 
fieur D'Illois that he would pay a viſit 
to Adelaide, the little dancer ; but as it 
has before been obſerved, he had pro- 
miſed to uſe precaution in his viſits to 
that fair one, He told the coachman 
to 
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to ſtop ſome diſtance from the houſe of 
his divinity, where he got-out, ſent home 
his carriage, and arrived happily at the 
garden gate, which he fortunately found 
open, from thence he ſoftly aſcended the 
ſtaircaſe, and knocked very gently at 
the door of Adelaide's apartment, He 
waited ſome minutes, at laſt the cham- 
ber maid, peeping thro' the key hole, 
whiſpered an enquiry of who was 
* there? and what he wanted?” when 
having received her anſwer, ſhe again 
left him, under no ſmall degree of im- 
patience, and not a little ſurpriſed that 
-he was ſuffered to wait an inſtant after 
telling his name, which gave him ſome 
reaſon to ſuſpect the place was filled by 
another; at laſt he gained entrance, 
but his ſuſpicions made him ſurvey the 
room with a very inquiſitive eye. Ma- 
demoiſelle Adelaide was in bed, and com- 

plained 
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plained loudly of the want of conſide- 
ration, and incivility ſhewn to her by 
coming to diſturb her repoſe at ſo late 
an hour; © declared that the delicacy 
« of her conſtitution was ſuch, that ſhe 
« could not ſubmit to be treated with 
* fo little ceremony, and that ſhe ſhould 
be dying in the morning with the 
« head-ach, from the terror ſhe had 
« been in at hearing ſome one knock 
« at her door fo late in the night.“ 
Whilſt ſhe ſpoke the Marquis ſur- 
veyed her very attentively, and thought 
he ſaw fear and inquietude in her man- 
ner, which confirmed his ideas, and 
without making her any reply he be- 
gan to ſearch about the room with very 
little ceremony, in ſpite of all the nymph 
could ſay to prevent it. Indeed, Mar- 
“quis (ſaid ſhe) you are extremely ri- 
« diculous, I do not underſtand this 

: treat- 
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“ treatment, I aſſure you; pray leave 
% me— for J am really ill.” The exa- 
mination of every place he had hither- 
to ſurveyed had been ſo unſatisfactory 


that he began to believe his jealouſy was 
groundleſs, when he heard ſome one 


cough in a cloſet juſt by the bed ſide, 


which had eſcaped his vigilance, 
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FO L LY Chem 


& HAT noiſe is that? (cried . 


the Marquis haſtily).” ©« I 
never ſuſpected you of jealouſy before, 
* (faid Adelaide, forcing a laugh) but 
I cannot ſay the humour becomes you 
in the leaſt,” Some perſon coughed 
ein that cloſet, (returned the Marquis) 
* and by all that is facred I will ſee who 
eit is; beſides, it will be but charity to 
“let them out, leaft they ſhould en- 
« creaſe their cold.” Mere fancy, 
* (faid the lady) that door has not been 
opened for years; at leaſt, never ſincel 
* have been in the houſe,” © No- you 
Vol. II. C « ſhall 


cc 


50 FASHIONABLE FOLLIES. 


cc 
ce 


£c 
«c 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
ce 


cc 


Without deigning to make any reply, 
the Marquis advanced towards the cloſet, 
and ſhook, the door violently, but found 
it was bolted on the inſide, he then gave 


od 


make a fool of me; but come, I will 


\ % 
MY. * 


ſhall ſee then what that cloſet con- 
tains (ſaid the lover).“ There is 
not a key to the lock, nor, I dare 


ſay, one here that will fit it, (cri- 


ed Adelaide) and any woman in the 
world, but me, would never ſee 


you more after ſuch behaviour; but I 


love you too well not to think your 


jealouſy more flattering than your in- 
difference could be: in ſhort, you 


charm away your doubts with three 


magic kiſſes, and then let you go 
quietly home to- night, provided you 
will promiſe upon your honour to re- 
turn to me early in the morning.“ 


kick, which cracked A Pannel, and 
was 


1 


* 
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was preparing to repeat the blow, when 
it was thrown open with violence, and 
a man came out in his. robe de chambre 
and night cap, with his ſword drawn, 


who was immediately known by the 
Marquis to be Lord Warton. 
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FOLLY cxlix. 


1 OLD ! Sir, (ſaid my lord) I will 
2 explain this matter, and fully 
“ gratify your curioſity : I have kept this 
young lady for ſome months at a very 
great expence, and received frequent 
* affurances that I was the only man fo 
« favoured, I therefore reaſonably ſup- 
* poſed my guineas had purchaſed her 
« fidelity ; as this apartment therefore is 
mine, and as I pay rather an extrava- 
«« gant price for it, I think I ought at 
« leaſt to have the privilege of fleeping 
here in quiet, when I chuſe to come; 
you, I gueſs by what has paſſed, are 
ec exactly in the ſame predicament ; but 
« as I was in poſſeſſion to-night before 
« you came, I expect you to leave it 
« quietly to me, or the ſword muſt de- 
cide. which of us two ſhall be maſters 
« of it.” FUSSY 


** 
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0 


ONS. D' Illois had likewiſe drawn 
his ſword the moment the door 
flew open with ſuch impetuoſity, and 
being furiouſly angry that his rival ſhould 
dare to ſuppoſe he would conſent to re- 
tire, and leave him in poſſeſſion of his 
miſtreſs, be inſtantly put himſelf in a poſ- 
ture of defence, and called loudly to him 
to © come on; ſeveral paſſes were ex; 
changed on each ſide, when in the height 
of their combat there entered a young 
man as drunk as poſſible, whoſe white 
clohes covered with powder, a comb 
ſtuck in his hair, and a little ſhabby 
hat with a ſilver edging over his left ear, 
C 3 were 
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were the profeſſional marks of his being 
a barber, or an hair-dreſſer: his coat 
and waiſtcoat were unbuttoned from top 
to bottom, and, without being ſufficiently 
in his ſenſes to obſerve what paſſed 
in the room, he ſtaggered towards the 
bed, (though hardly able to ſtand on 
his feet,) and addreſſed the frighted 
Adelaide in theſe words, in a tone of 
the greateſt familiarity: © I am come, 
* child, (ſaid he) to ſleep with you to- 
night, though you did not expect me 
e ?till to-morrow ; but the ſurprize of 
« ſeeing a young fellow one loves is al- 
« ways agreeable ; is it not, my little 
% Adelaide? I have, you muſt know, 
te been at a tavern, -and the wine was 
* ſo plaguy good, that I have done 
„nothing but ſwallow bumpers to your 
„ health as faſt as I could: my com- 


a 3 are ſuch raſcals, they are all 
6 ſneaked 
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&« pretty Adelaide,” 
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ſneaked home to bed, and I thought I 
was going home too, but I don't 


know how it was, I loſt my way, 


and coming by your back gate, found 
it open, ſo thought I might as well 
fleep here with you my dear, little, 


C4 


FOLLY 
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were the profeſſional marks of his being 
a barber, or an hair-dreſſer : his coat 
and waiſtcoat were unbuttoned from top 
to bottom, and, without being ſufficiently 
in his ſenſes to obſerve what paſſed 
in the room, he ſtaggered towards the 


bed, (though hardly able to ſtand on 
his feet,) and-addrefled the frighted 


Adelaide in theſe words, in a tone of 
the greateſt familiarity : I am come; 
child, (ſaid he) to ſleep with you to- 
“night, though you did not expect me 
& till to-morrow ; but the ſurprize of 
« 'ſceing a young' fellow one loves is al- 
« ways/agreeable ; is it not, my little 
* Adelaide? I have, you muſt know, 
& been at a tavern, and the wine was 


c { plaguy good, that I have done 


nothing but ſwallow bumpers to your 


% health as faſt as I could: my com- 


as PR are ſuch raſcals, they are all 
| © ſneaked 
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« pretty Adelaide,” 
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ſneaked home to bed, and I thought I 
was going home too, but I don't 


know. how ait was, I loſt my way, 


and coming by your back gate, found 
it open, ſo thought I might as well 
ſleep here with you—my dear, little, 
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CYN firſt fight of the hair-dreſſer, the 

two gentlemen ſuſpended their com- 
bat ; but at the concluſion of his ſpeech, 
they looked on each other in ſilent aſto- 
niſhment, and then burſt into a violent 
fit of laughter, which drew the attention 


of the hair-drefler, who turning ſuddenly 


round, and ſeeing two perſons with their 
ſwords drawn, concluded he was going 
to be murdered for his intruſion; throw- 


ing himſelf therefore on his knees, he 


cried for mercy in a moſt lamentable 
tone: © Dear gentlemen, (ſaid he) for 
« heaven's ſake have compaſſion on a 
* miſerable dog of a friſeur, and do 
% not 
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* not enyy the good terms on which I 
* am with Adelaide, as, indeed, I pay 
< her as far as lays in my power, for 
e ſhe has had the three moſt beautiful 
heads of hair in my ſhop, and I have 
4 dreſt her a whole quarter for nothing.“ 
He would have continued, but their 
mirth,, which encreaſed at the concluſion 
of this ſpeech, prevented their hearing 
him; and the Marquis D'Illois and Lord 

Voarton retired together, leaving the little 
dgncer to their illuſtrious rival. 
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Leer ell. 


N- a variety of pleaſures, they ſoon loſt 
every remembrance of a. woman, 


- whoſe infidelities were ſo apparent; and 


they regretted not the preſents they had 
beſtowed on one ſo very worthleſs, as they 
agreed, they had purchaſed experience, 
and that they were very fortunate to diſ- 
cover her perfidy before ſhe had plun- 
dered them of more. From this time Lord 
Warton and the Marquis became inſe- 
parable friends : the young Engliſhman 
was twenty-two years old, tall, well pro- 
portioned, with an air of dignity in his 
manner which made him an intereſting 
ſigure, but his completion was ſo ex- 
tremely fair, his eye ſo blue, and his 
features ſo delicate, that had not his 

75 countenance 
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countenance been overſpread with a kind 
of manly ruddineſs, he might have paſſed. 
for a woman; his hair, of which he 
had a profuſion, appeared to be fair, but 
many affirmed it to be red when diveſted 
of Marechale powder. The elegance of 
his dreſs. was a proof that he ſtudied fa- 
ſhion with the niceft exactneſs; and it was 
his particular pleaſure to excel in them 
to the moſt eminent degree; as for wit, 
he had not by nature the ſmalleſt preten- 
ſions to any thing that wore the reſem- 
blance of it, yet, being a man of qua- 
lity, his miſerable puns were laughed at, 
his 5on-mots approved, and his ſtories re- 
peated by his acquaintance ; ſo that upon 
the whole, he formed an opinion of him- 
ſelf, as a very lively, clever, ſenſible, 
entertaining fellow, One day as he and 
the Marquis were lolling in their arm 
chairs, ſo fatigued with a conſtant round 
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of diſſipation, that their very exiftence 
was a burthen to them, Lord Warton 
undertook to amuſe his friend by the 
recital of his travels, Which (added 
he) though they have been very expenſive, 
yet have amply repaid me by the in- 


formation and knowledge of mankind 


which 1 have acquired, and, indeed, 
more real experience and obſervation 
than moſt young men of my age. 


FOLLY 
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F O11, x. a. 
* 1 Shall not (faid Lord Warton) trou- 

ble you with repeating my pedigrees 
or the hiſtory of the anceſtors from whom 
am deſcended ; the many honourable 
poſts they have enjoyed will prove their 
nobility, and I cannot fay 1 have that 
profound reſpect for their memory as to 
ſuppoſe a circumſtantial relation of either 
their actions or purſuits would afford 
you any entertainment, but ſhall only 
confine myſelf to what relates to him 
who has the honour to call himſelf your 
friend, and only premiſe, that being heir 
to a good eſtate, my accompliſhments 
and perfections were the object of admi- 
ration in my own family, at leaſt; and 
before I was twenty, was univerſally al- 


lowed by all the women to be irreſiſtible, 
and 
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and was declared by my relations to be 
a prodigy of wit and underſtanding, 
though to ſay the truth, very little pains 
had been taken in my education, for it 
was agreed by both maſters and precep- 
tor that too. much ſtudy fatigued the 


mind, and weakened the memory.“ I 


bad learnt a few. words in moſt of the 
European languages, and even could ex- 
preſs myſelf tolerably in ſome of them, 
and had made the greateſt ' progreſs 
in French, but my knowledge in any 
was merely ſuperficial, and I fre- 
quently found myſelf dreadfully at a loſs 
when 1 moſt wiſhed to ſhine in compa- 
ny; indeed, to ſpeak truly, the only 
real qualifications I could then boaſt, 
were, to ride gracefully and well, to 
make a bet with judgment, and to be ſo 
nicely exact in the care and management 


of my ſtable, that my race horſes were 
celebrated 
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celebrated through the three kingdoms. 
both for ſtrength and ſwiftneſs. My fa» 
ther anxious to ſee me a complete fine gen- 
tleman, determined I ſhould go abroad, 
that I might hereafter,” as he thought, 
be a pattern and example ta the reſt 
of the young nobility—his © parriality 
combining thus the love of his child with 
zeal for the future welfare of his country 
and its improvement: when this project 
was communicated to me I received it 
with rapture, and was impatient to ſet 


out on the tour of Europe as ſoon as 
poſſible. | 


FOLLY 
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r CHY, 


« Y equipage was ready in eight 


1 days, for as I was to travel in- 
cognito, it was my intention to be frugal 
on the road, and leſs limited in my ex- 
pences when I ſtaid for any time in any 
particular place. I took with me only 
a valet and a footman, for my father 
thought me old enough to be maſter of 
my actions, and did not conceive it to 
be at all neceſſary to incumber me with 
that horrid animal called a tutor, as he 
had ever looked upon them as mere pe- 
dants, whoſe continual remoaſtrances 
weary, without inſtructing, their pupils. 


FOLLY 
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rr 


Reſolved to begin my travels by the 
way of Holland, therefore embarked 

in the pacquet with my ſlender retinue, 
and a fair wind ſoon blew us over to-the 
firſt port in the Low Countries; and as L 
knew it muſt be impoſſible that any pro- 
vincial town could afford any thing wor- 
thy of notice, I continued my way with - 
out ſtopping till I came to Amſterdam: 
the appearance of this city is worthy the 
capital of a rich republic; but I 'was 


is wy ſy 
3 
1 


much leſs ſtruck with the edifices than 


with the number and diverſity of the in- 


habitants, as there is here, as I may ſay, 
a ſample 
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a ſample of the people of the different 
nations of the univerſe; and as it is an 
undoubted truth, that a contemplative 
mind may make himſelf acquainted with 
the national diſpoſition of a whole king- 
dom, without ever aſlociating with the 
inhabitants, ſo I formed a perfect and 
complete idea of the manners and cuſtoms 
of the Hollanders, from the obſervations 
made from my inn window, as from 
thence it was eaſy to obſerve that their 
dreſs was of the coarſeſt cheapeſt kind, 
without either gold or ſilver lace, and 
that” their chief amuſement was to walk 
with a pipe in their mouth, which na- 
tional particularities convinced me that 
the Dutch are miſerable, avaricious, ſlo- 
verily, and idle. | Sade 


9 wh 
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ec T fully acquainted with the na- 

tional character of the men, I then 
wiſhed to know ſomething of rhe general 
diſpoſition of the women: I happened 


to mention my wiſhes on this ſubject to 


one of the ſmoaking fraternity, who came 
to drink beer and talk politics at the inn; 
he ſeemed ſenſible of the condeſcenſion I 
ſhewed in entering into converſation with 
him, and quitting his pipe in return for 
my politeneſs, requeſted I would accom- 
pany him home for that evening, where 
J ſhould ſee ſomething worthy my curio- 
fity : though I could not form any very 
| pleaſing 
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pleafing ideas of the entertainment I 
ſhould meet with at the houſe of a man 
whom I had always feen enveloped in a 
cloud of tobacco, yet a wearineſs of my- 
felf, and a with for ſomething to do, in- 
duced me to go with him. We ſet out 
and walked thither; but how great was 
my ſurpriſe to ſee him enter the gates of 
a magnificent palace, the outſide of whoſe 
walls -were painted in different colours, 
and within lined with beautiful China 
tiles, according to the cuſtom. of the 
Dutch z this he told me was his habita- 
tion: we traverſed a large court yard 
Full of domeſticks, and went up a grand 
marble ſtaircaſe, which led to apartments 
moſt ſuperbly furniſhed, and which con- 
tained luxuries from every quarter of the 
globe; the exact neatneſs with which 
theſe rooms were arranged and kept in 


order, encreaſed the pleaſure they gave 
o 
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to the beholder ; the floors were bright 
as the looking-glaſſes, and every piece of 
wood ſhone like ſilver. My friend, the 
ſmoaker perceived my aſtoniſhment : 
„ Young ſtranger, (ſaid he) the ſame 
ce neatneſs, at which you ſeem ſo much 
* to wonder, is univerſal through Hol- 
land, for which reaſon it is generally 
«* ſaid, we paſs half our lives in the care 
of our furniture.“ I was going to an- 
ſwer, when he threw open the doors of a 
cabinet full of natural curioſities, worthy 
of a ſovereign prince, and which to a 
lover of natural hiſtory, would have 
afforded hours of entertainment; but as I 
have neither taſte or judgment in that 


way, I candidly own to you that I was 
tired to death, ſo very long did he keep 
me expatiating on the different rarities it 
contained : we quitted it at laſt, and he 
then led me towards an apartment I had 
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not yet ſeen,” © This (ſaid he) is where I 
c receive my company, (I was going in) 
* but you muſt (continued he) pull-off 
% your ſhoes before you enter it; princes 
c who do me the honour of a viſit, are 
c“ not exempt from this cuſtom, and I 
& always ſubmit to it as ſhoes leave 
„ marks on the floor.” This cuſtom 
appeared to me ſo very ridiculous that I 
could ſcarce keep my countenance; how- 
.ever, both the Dutchman and myſelf 
having pulled off our ſhoes, we entered 


| bare-footed into the rooms, 


FOLLY 
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« 1 Did not repent my complaiſance, nor 

beſtow much attention on the deco- 
rations of the apartment, though it ex- 
ceeded for elegance and beauty all I had 
yet ſeen; but I had eyes only to gaze 
on a young perſon, who more nearly 
reſembled a goddeſs than any mortal I 
had ever ſcen before: this object of my 
admiration was ſitting near the window 
and was employed in making lace, which 
ſhewed the ſmallneſs and. delicacy of 
her hands, and the roundneſs and white- 
neſs of her arms to the greateſt advan- 
tage: when ſhe roſe to receive us, 
I was charmed with the elegance of 
her form; but when ſhe advanced to 
meet us and threw herſelf into the em- 
brace of the fat Dutchman, callinghim 


her 
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her dear papa, I envied him the careſſes 
ſhe beſtowed on him, though her father. 
My new acquaintance preſented me to 
Her, if not in a polite, at leaſt in a 
friendly manner, and told her, © I was 
* a young Engliſhman, with whom he 
«© had lately made an acequaintance; I 
told him (added he) that I ſhould be 
ce glad to fee him during his ſtay in 
„ Holland, and doubt not but you will 
* be as much entertained with his con- 
« verſation as I am.” ] made not any 
difficulty of affuring the honeſt Bata- 
vian that I would accept tnis per- 
„ miſſion, and wait on him often” but 
when I endeavoured to addreſs the youn g 
lady, I was at a loſs for words to ex- 
preſs myſelf, and conſcious of the very 
ridiculous figure I made, was ſtill more 
confounded ; and though I could have 
wiſhed to pay . a long viſit, was glad 
: to 
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to make an eſcape. to my inn, after a 
very ſhort one; and I then learnt from 
my landlord, that my new acquaintance 
was one of the richeſt traders in the 
United Provinces, and likewiſe one of 
States General. “ His High Mighti- 


c 


+ 


neſs, (he ſaid) had been a widower ſome 
years, and had one only daughter 
& whom he 1dolized.” „What a de- 
« teſtable country is this, (returned I) 
<«, where there is no diſtinction of dreſs 


: „ 
he 


* to render rank conſpicuous, but per- 
* ſons of real conſequence are clothed 
* like the vulgar? Long live, (ſay I) 


* 


C 


thoſe brilliant nations of the poliſhed 
* world, where men are ſo fond of ap- 
«« pearing what they are not; that a 
e laced coat is often the whole eſtate 
4 both real and perſonal of thoſe who 


« ear it. 
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J OVE now detained me at Amſter- 
dam much longer than I at firſt in- 
tended ſtaying 1n that city; I ſoon gained 

courage and paid frequent viſits to my 
charmer ; but as my deſigns were not what 
would ſtrictly bear the ſcrutinizing eye of 
a parent, I always took care to pay my de- 
voirs at the hour I knew her father to be 
abſent ; and indeed, generally whilſt the 
good man was ſmoaking his pipe quietly 
in the inn, I uſed to ſlip out of the back 
door to his houſe, and never found any 
other difficulty to gain his daughter's 
apartment except from the neatneſs of 
the houſe-maid, who always took ca re 
to ſtop me to pull off my ſhoes. In my 
firſt tete d dite with the beautiful Hol- 
lander, I received from her all the en- 


couragement a lover could expect, and 
from 
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from which I had a right to form the 
molt flattering hopes : ſhe heard me 
with ſmiles of approbation, and after a 
few meetings, when I offered to kiſs her 
hand on retiring, ſhe offered me her 
cheek; till at laſt, we were on ſuch 
familiar terms, that ſhe made no other 
reſiſtance to my innocent endearments 
than a modeſt ſilence; I therefore grew 
bold, and concluded nothing I could 
wiſh for would be denied me, and re- 
ſolved at my next viſit to make further 
attempts on a virtue, which I ſuppoſed 


ſo ready to yield; the beautiful girl per- 


ceived my deſign, and diſengaging her- 
ſelf from my arms, “ Are you (faid - 
*« ſhe) ignorant, that the innocent fa- 
 <. yours I have hitherto permitted you, 
are thoſe which the cuſtom of this 
country authorize a woman to grant 
eto the man ſhe approves; but be aſ- 

D 2 ſured 
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<« ſured nothing more is allowed to the 
*© moſt favoured lover before marriage; 
* theſe are all that will be granted by me 
* until my father's approbation gives a 
« ſanction to my fondneſs; and, of his 
% partiality towards you, there is no 
“ reaſon to doubt.“ This ſpecch which 
conveyed pretty clearly an hint as well 
as a reproof, was ſcarce attended to by me, 
as it appeared much too abſurd to ſup- 
poſe that one ſo ready to grant ſo much, 
ſhould in truth be very averſe to grant 
more: theſe denials therefore appeared 
no more than form; in conſequence of 
this idea I ventured to procecd to ſuch 
liberties that the fair one became very 
ſeriouſly offended ; her eyes loſt all that 
ſweet ſoftneſs I had ſo much admired, 
and ſparkled with rage and 1ndignation. 
dhe repulſed me with the moſt unaffected 
diſdain ; and calling loudly for help, the 
ſervants 


a 
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the ſervants came in crowds to her aſ- 
ſiſtance. Take that wretch (ſaid ſhe) 
« and turn him into the ſtreet, it is no 
« more than his deſerts, who would en- 
“ croach on the favours he has receiv- 
& ed, and ſeduce the daughter of a man 
6 who has entertained him with the ut- 
“ moſt hoſpitality.” The ſtupid raicals 
obeyed her without the leaſt repug- 
nance, and as I was unarmed, had the 
inſolence to ſtrike me as they puſhed 
me out of door, and I returned to my 
inn enraged at the treatinent I had met 
with, and curſing very ſincerely the want 
of politeneſs and ill-breeding of the 
Dutch women, who are, I believe, e 
only women on earth, who appear leſs 
virtuous than they really are. 


D 3 FOLLIT 
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nr CUE 


Fe MSTERDAM could not be very 
A agreeable to me, after having re- 
ceived ſo ſignal an affront, and choſe 
rather to leave it, than run the riſque 
of the unpolite rebukes of his High 
Mightineſs; and ſhould have quitted 
Holland directly, had I not heard that 
the Hague was a very agreeable reſi- 
dence for ſtrangers, and in every re- 
ſpect worthy of my attention, I there- 
fore determined to go back and make 
ſome ſtay at that rendezvous of the 
States General, miniſters, and foreign 


Ambaſſadors to the United Provinces. 
The 
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The air of the Hague ſeemed to purity 
me from the groſſer particles of the 
fnoke I had contracted in Amſterdam 
and I no longer met ſo continually thoſe 
little round, oily, fat people, with faces of 
ſtupid ſerenity. The number of foreigners 
that reſort to the Hague, ſeem in 
ſome degree to have poliſhed the ruſt 
of the Dutch, and harmonized them in 
ſuch a manner, that I might perhaps 
have returned from thence with- a to- 
lerable good opinion of them, had it 
not been for a very diſagreeable adven- 
ture which befel me. Ever anxious to 
gain an early knowledge of the man- 
ners and cuſtoms of the inhabitants of 
the principal towns, I went on the ve- 
ry firſt evening of my arrival, to the 
play at the French Theatre, and wat 
aſtoniſhed to find a troop of comedi- 
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ans, whoſe language is ſcarce underſtood, 
ſhould draw together a much greater 
number of people than the actors of 
their own country : from this preference 
of the French players, I drew this in- 
ference, that the Dutch however ſatur- 
nine by nature, yet have their whims 
and caprices ; and that there are not any 
people ſo abſolutely unpoliſhed as not 
to be in ſome degree governed by fa- 
ſhion. When I returned to my inn, I 
ordered ſupper in my chamber, and was 
aſked by my landlord, if I did not pre- 
fer ſupping in company ; I readily con- 
ſented, and he then introduced me into 
a large hall, where was a table with 


above thirty covers. I found myſelf not 
a little embarraſed on being introduced 
to ſuch a number of ſtrangers. I placed 
myſelf by the ſide of a young Dutch- 


.man who had fat near me at the play, 
an 
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and we ſoon entered on the talents of the 
men, and intrigues of the women at the 
theatre. The ladies, I underſtood, were 
moſtly maintained in a very expenſive 
ſtile by the rich merchants : thus I found 
the Seven United Provinces taking 
large ſteps towards attaining the agree- 
able failings of politer nations. This 
kind of chat enabled me to bear with 
patience the amazing length of time 
we ſat at table; at laſt the company roſe, 
having finiſhed+ a pipe or two apiece, 
and as my new acquaintance and I re- 
tired to our chambers which were con- 
tiguous to each other, my companic n 
obſerved, that I ſeemed melancholy ; 
but that if I wiſhed for amuſement, 
and travelled for information, he would 
the next day introduce me to a place, 
where I ſhould fee aſſembled moſt of 

ED where 
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the principal perſons of the Hague, and 
likewiſe would find it to be one of the 
places moſt worthy obſervation of any 
in the Republic. I accepted this offer 
with pleaſure, and looked forward with 
impatience to the hour when the young 
Dutchman was to fulfil his promiſe. 
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C 


& I Roſe early the next morning and 
dreſſed myſelf with the utmoſt expe- 
dition, and made as much noiſe in my apart- 
ment as poſſible, in order to give my next 
door neighbour an hint that I was awake; 
but vain were all my indications that I 
was ſtirring, he did not riſe till paſt ten: 
ſurpriſed to ſee me ready ſo early, he 
laughed at my impetuoſity, and inform- 
ed me that the hour of meeting was not 
till evening. I was diſappointed at this 
intelligence; my curioſity was much a- 
wakened and my impatience very great 
till the appointed time at laſt arrived, 
and J fet out with him, fully convinc- 
ed that I was to be introduced to ſome 
perſons of faſhion, to whoſe aſſembly all 
perſons of any conſequence reſorted : 
nor had J any reaſon to change my opi- 
D 6 nion 
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nion on our entrance into a large hall, 
ornamented with pictures and glaſſes, and 
lighted by a great number of wax candles 


in glaſs luſtres; here an infinite number 


of perſons (not indeed very well dreſſed) 


were fitting round ſeveral ſmall tables, 
ſmoaking and drinking of tea: my 
friend informed me, we ought to do as 


others did ; we therefore ſat down, and 
a table was brought to us with a 
bottle of foreign wine, biſcuits and 


four glaſſes; J waited in ſilent attention 
What was to follow; but we had hard- 
y filled a glaſs before there came in 


two young girls, handſome and elegantly 
dreſſed, who ſat down by us without 


the leaſt ceremony; 1 ſuppoſed them 


daughters to the nobleman at whoſe 
houſe we were, and overwhelmed them 
with civilities: theſe ladies drank very 
chearfully the bumpers with which I 
| | bad 
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had the attention to ſupply them, and 
they frequently ſmiled on each other at 
the air of reſpect and diſtance with 
which I treated them : in a ſhort time, 
one of the two who had leaſt attracted 
my notice, took the Dutchman by the 
hand and led him out of the room, 
and I was left with her whom I cer- 
tainly ſhould have preferred to her com- 
panion, had I preſumed I was at li- 
berty to make choice of either. I re- 
mained ſilent for ſome time after they 
were gone, which being a myſtery the 
fair could not, I ſuppoſe, comprehend, 
ſhe roſe, ſaying, Since they have 
thought proper to leave us, let us 
e retire to another apartment and we 
« will endeavour to amuſe ourſelves 
« without them.” I was rather fur- 
priſed at this propoſal to a ſtranger; 
but as I had found the beauty at Am- 


140 ſterdam 
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ſterdam had peculiar notions of the to- 
leration of innocent freedoms, I knew 
not but they might likewiſe extend as 

far as the Hague, and that my perſon 

and manner having made an impreſſion 
in my favour, ſhe was giving. way to 
the impulſe of an unſuipicious heart, 
therefore roſe. and followed her with 
tranſport, congratulating myſelf on my. 
good fortune which had ſo early repair- 

ed the loſs of the miſtreſs I had left 
behind me. 
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cc HIS charm r conducted me 

T through ſeveral winding paſſa- 
ges to a ſmall dark chamber, enlightned 
only by a lamp, and the furniture 
it contained was a miſerable ragged 
couch, three old chairs and a broken. 
table; this dreadful appearance of po- 
verty ſurpriſed me exceedingly ; yet 1 
reconciled it to myſelf by the ſuppoſi- 
tion that her intentions were more in, 
my favour than I had at firſt ſuſpect- 
ed, and that ſhe had brought me into. 
the apartment of one of the inferior 
ſervants to prevent diſcovery :; as. ſoon. 
as we entered, ſhe led me towards the- 
antiquated couch, and when we both. 
ſat down on the ſide of it, I expect- 
ed it to ſink bencath our weight; ſhe 
then turned towards me and attempt- 
ed to ſpeak, but ſighed deeply; tears 


fell 
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fell from her eyes (at leaſt I ſuppoſe 
ſo, as ſhe covered her face with her 


aſtoniſhed me ſo much, that I had ſcarce 
power to aſk her what was the matter. 
« Muſt I then (ſaid ſhe) no longer liſ- 
« ten to the voice of virtue? What, 
« alas! will it not coſt me to forget my 
« principles? but were it not for the 
& misfortunes I now labour under, I 
"© never would condeſcend to yield to 
this indignity from any man,” This 
diſcourſe, and fo plain an invitation 
that ſhe meant the kindeſt compliance, 
encreaſed my tenderneſs, and I im- 
puted to modeſty, the diſtreſs which 
oceaſioned her tears; I therefore en- 
deavoured to calm her ſorrow, and kiſ- 
ſed her hands a thouſand times like a 
blockbead, vowing everlaſting love. 


FOLLY 


handkerchief) and ſobbed aloud, which 
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V careſſes dried up her tears, and 
A ſhe began once more to ſmile 
upon me. © You have conquered, (ſaid 
« ſhe) I conſent to comply with your 
c deſires; but give me then immedi- 
&« ately a few florins to relieve my pre- 
&« ſent diſtreſs, and enable me to ſup- 
*« port a wretched exiſtence.” The 
aſtoniſhment I was under at this re- 
queſt (which at once opened my eyes 
in regard to the quality and profeſſion 
of my condeſcending beauty) made me 
heſitate, and even deprived me of the 
power of putting my hand in my pocket 


for my purſe; ſhe imputed my delay 


to a very different cauſe, and even con- 
ſtrued it into a refuſal of her requeſt ; 
ſhe roſe therefore with the look of 
a fury, and in a violent paſſion, ſhe 
clapped her hands loudly together ſe- 

veral 
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veral times. Come to my aſſiſtance 
&« (cryed ſhe) he refuſes to pay me:“ 
at theſe words, the whole partition on 


one {ide of the room fell down with an 
horrible noiſe; and two ſailor- look ing 


fellows, with fierce looks and long 


| knives in their hands, came from be- 


hind it and advanced towards me. Raſh 
«* ſtranger (ſaid one of them) are you 


„ ignorant, that if you are caught in 


Holland endeavouring to ſeduce our 
C temales, it will coſt you your life: 
« it is true, we ſuffer them to ſell their 
« favours to our own countrymen ; but 


when we find ſtrangers endeavouring 
- © to pervert them, we kill them with- 


« out mercy; recommend yourſelf there- 


fore to God, for nothing if you are, 
„ as I ſuppoſe, a Frenchman, can fave 
your life.” I proteſted with the moſt 
ſolemn aſleye:ations that I was born in 


England; 
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England: . So much the better for you, 
« (returned he) on that conſideration we 
« will ſpare your life, provided you 
„give up your purſe, if it is well 
filled.” I did not give them the trou- 
ble of repeating their offer twice, but 
prepared to obey with the utmoſt do- 
cility, but turned pale as aſhes, when 
on putting my hand into my pocket, 
I could neither find my watch, or gold 
inuff-box of great value, nor even the 
demanded purſe, that was to have been. 
my ranſom, 


1200 
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£ QjL LY. I. 
« Always carried by way of precaution 
a pair of pocket piſtols, and being 
now furious on finding what a loſs I had 
ſuſtained, I drew them out, and pre- 
ſenting them to the raſcals, I threatened 
inſtantly to blow their brains out if they 
did not reſtore what they had taken; I 
then heard another very loud noiſe, the 
floor ſhook violently under my feet, and 
a trap door opened, and the two failors 
inſtantly diſappeared ; I then turned to- 
wards the perfidious wretch who had in- 
ticed me to this chamber, not doubting 
but it was her who had robbed me, but 
ſhe was likewiſe decamped, and in the 
place where ſtood the wretched couch, I 
now beheld a large corner cupboard. 
Terrified beyond meaſure at theſe prodi- 
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gies, I haſtened to leave a place where I 
expected every moment they would re- 
turn and murder me ; but in endeavour- 


ing 


FASHIONABLE FOLLIES. 93 


ing to explore my way through the paſ- 
ſages by which I came from the hall, 
I heard ſome perſons laugh in an adja- 
cent room, and as it was very natural to 
conclude, that I, after what had befallen 


me, was the ſubject of their mirth; 1 
was ſo enraged, that regardleſs of the 
conſequence, I gave the door a violent 
kick, it flew directly open, and I diſco- 
vered my Dutch friends fitting with the 
two failors dividing my ſpoils—mad at 
this diſcovery, of more vile treachery 
than I could even have ſuſpected human 
nature to be guilty of, I precipitately fired 
both my piſtols, two of the villains fell, 
bathed in blood, whilſt the third, ſeiz - 
ed the wa'ch, purſe and ſnuff- box; and 
running full againſt a large picture 
which hung at the upper end of the 
room, it turned on a pivot, and let him 
through in an inftant: I boldly follow- 
ed and found myſelf m a long dark 


alley, 
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alley, but till diſcerned the robber run- 
ning before me ; ſometimes I was near 
attaining him, but he having a much 
better knowledge of the way, the ob- 
ſcurity aſſiſted him to elude my pur- 
ſuit; 1 followed, however, till I heard 
a door clap-to behind me, and found 
myſelf alone in an unfrequented ſtreet, 
inhabited only by ſome of the loweſt 
artizans; I aſked ſome of them whoſe 
was the houſe I had left, and they told 
me it was called a Muſico, being a kind 
of coffee-houſe, where were to be had 
all kinds of refreſhments and the com- 


pany of very beautiful women beſides, 


but of the dangerous kind who entic- 
ed young men thither ; and the houſe 
was full of traps and machines, which 


facilitated their eſcape from Juſtice, 


after the robberies and ſometimes mur- 
ders which they had committed. 


FOLLY 
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q 1 Left Holland immediately, fully fa- 
tified with this ſpecimen of the cuſ- 
toms and morals of people at the Hague, 
and with the utmoſt indignation and ab- 
horrence of a country, whoſe magnifi- 
cence conſiſts only in the decoration of 
their houſes, their dreſs in the moſt ab- 
ſurd meaneſs, and the commerce of the 
women, either the mere whipt ſyllabub 
of ſentiment, or the groſs libertiniſm of 
an infamous Muſico. I took poſt directly 
tor Germany, and reſolved not to ſtop in 
any but thoſe capital towns where an 
elector reſided, and propoſed to make all 
poſſible ſpeed to Vienna; I deigned not 
to enter Bruxelles, as I had learnt the co- 
medians 
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medians there were deteſtable, I there- 
fore left it on my right, and as Cologne 


could not contain any thing worthy no- 
tice, as the elector was not there, went on 


without ſtopping, perfectly at my eaſe, 


being very comfortably a-bed in my 


chaiſe, drawn by four able poſt horſes, 


and 1 ran an hundred leagues in this 


manner with the rapidity of lightning, 


and flept beſt part of the way: thus 


when I arrived at Treves, I ſcarce con- 


ceived J could have got half as far, yet, 
the roads were ſo good, and the incon- 
veniences ſo few, that I made not any 
ſcruple to enter on my tablets, that Ger- 
many is a moſt delightful country. You 
may, perhaps, be ſurpriſed, Marquis, 
that J have not yet mentioned any perſons 
either in Holland or Germany to whom I 
had letters of recommendation; many 
were * me, indeed, before I Iiſt 
Englano, 
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England, but they are a kind of tie upon 
a man to behave with civility and pro- 
priety, for which reaſon the devil of any 
letters did I deſire to trouble myſelf with, 
but letters of change; or any introduction, 
except to the different bankers who were 
to ſupply me with caſh; for as to my 
ſociety, I wiſhed to leave it entirely to 
chance; and as to amuſements, a man 
with money in his pocket can ale - 
procure them, 


Vor. II. . FOLLY 
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FUL LY CLXV. 


* Continued my way through the an- 


cient city of Trèves, which abounds, 


(I have been informed) with monuments 
of antiquity, well worth the obſervation 
of the curious, but I really did not ſtop 
to ſee any of them; for as I was ſo ſoon 
to be at Rome, where there were little elſe 
to be ſeen, and as Iam naturally much of 
a diſpoſition to be eaſily gratified in ſuch 
particulars, I drove poſt along the ſtreets, 
yet could not help reflecting, as I paſſed, 
that the inhabitants muſt be either moſt ex- 
emplary ſaints or very great ſinners, as I 
never ſaw ſo many churches in a town in 
my life. My poſtillions ſtopped, and al- 


moſt inſiſted upon it that I ſhould exa- 
mine 


— ne; 
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mine the cathedral, but I was not eaſily 
perſuaded to give myſelf ſo much trouble, 
and was contented with ſurveying the 
mere outſide of this gothic edifice, which 
is conſtructed of ſtones of ſo extraordinary 
a ſize, that all the good chriſtians in that 
part of the world believe that it could 
not have been built by any other than 
the devil himſelf, which muſt, doubtleſs, 
have been at that remarkable period of 
his life when he was deſirous to turn 
monk. . J 
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Le  CLXVL 

6 HOUGH I greatly admired the 

faith of the inhabitants of Treves, 
yet I had not the leaſt wiſh to remain in 
a city where the devil was the principal 
architect, but continued my way to the 
gates of Mayence, where I was ſo fortu- 
nate as to arrive juſt at the time the co- 
medy was going to begin; it was a piece, 
(the original of which was French;) tran- 
ſlated into German, and here I was abſo- 
lutely enchanted with the actreſs who 
played the principal character; her voice 
was clear and harmonious, with more va- 
riety of notes than a nightingale, and 
which penetrated my very ſoul. Hea- 
vens! how beautiful did ſhe appear | I 
ſat with my eyes fixed upon her, and 
viewed every geſture and motion with 
exquiſite delight; I was placed at the 
back part of the theatre, ſo beheld my 
2 goddeſs 
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goddeſs in perſpective. After the per- 8 
formance was over, I went behind the 
ſcenes to pay my homage to this beauty, 
and found her ſurrounded by a croud of 
admirers, who were paying her the moſt 
flattering compliments on her perſon and 
talents; it was with difficulty I could get 
near enough to expreſs my approbation, 
and make a ſpeech I had ſtudied for the 
purpoſe of introducing myſelf to her ac- 
quaintance ; but how was I ſurpriſed, on 
my nearer ſurvey, to find her ſo totally 
different from what I had conceived her 
to be! Inſtead of the bewitching graces 
of youth, I beheld a little thin woman, 
abſolutely ugly, and at leaſt thirty years 
of age, though ten minutes -before I 
would have betted an hundred guineas 
that ſhe was not more than eighteen ; I 
could even diſcern that her ſeeming fine 
proportion of ſhape was the effect of a 
E + molt 
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moſt diſguſting} leanneſs; her forehead 
was not higher than the breadth of my 
three fingers, and her hair would have 
met her eye brows had ſhe not taken 
great care to pull it up by the roots, 
which left a blackneſs an inch broad all 
the way round her face; her eyes were 
as far in her head as thoſe of a French 
barbet ; nature had not beſtowed on her 
more than half a noſe in length; to 
make amends for which, ſhe had a mouth 


fourtimes as wide as it ought to have been, 


ornamented with lips that would have 
been of a tolerable thickneſs for a blacka- 
moor; however, though my illuſion was 
diſſipated, yet ſhe was I (underſtood) 
quite the faſhion, and I was exactly in 
the humour to do ſome fooliſh thing ro be 
talked of, therefore, finding ſhe was the 
ton, I determined, though I was cured of 
my paſſion, to purſue my deſign : I paid 

my 
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my devoirs to her, and finding ſhe un- 
derſtood ſome words of Engliſh, I ad- 
dreſſed ſome gallantries to her in that lan- 
guage, which made her ſmile, and had 
even the aſſurance to follow her into her 
dreſſing room, and affiſt at her toilette. 
We were no ſooner alone than I took 
out my purſe, in which were fifty louis, 
and laying it on the table, told her, © My 
* landlord at my inn had given me a 
% chamber I did not like, and if ſhe 
« would ſuffer me to ſhare her's for that 
„ night only, the purſe and its contents 
were at her ſervice.” She pocketed 
my money, and her ſcruples, (if ſhe had 
any), and with an air of childiſh gaiety 
took hold of my arm, and permitted me 
to conduct her home; and not one of the 
numerous train that before ſurrounded 
her thought it worth while to diſpute my 
pretenſions. 


E 4 FOLLY 
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Fo L'Y vn. 
a Af TER having paſſed the night in 
the apartment of the actreſs, her 
extreme uglineſs appeared the next morn- 
ing in all its horrors, I therefore quitted 
her abruptly, threw myſelf into my 
chaiſe, and left Mayence without a wiſh 
to ſee any more of that city, its cuſtoms, 
manners, or inhabitants. My defign 
was to go on directly to Vienna, and I had 
actually got a few leagues on my way 
thither when I altered my mind, and or- 
dered my poſtillions to turn their horſes 
heads towards Switzerland, for I ſhould 
have been ſorry to have been ſo near that 
famous country, and not have ſeen at 
| eaſt ſome part of it; yet, it was neither 
the 
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the extraordinary plants or natural curioe 
fities of the mountains, nor yet the ſin- 
gularities of the manners and ſimplicity 
of the inhabitants which awakened my 
curioſity, but merely (what do you think, 
D'Illois ?) having lately read La Now- 
velle Heloiſe of Rouſſeau, I was ſo en- 
raptured with the praiſes he ſo liberally 
beftows on the ſuperior excellence of 
their roots, creams, and fruits, that TI 
determined to go and partake of them 
myſelf, and judge of their gardens and 
dairies from my own experience; and, 
Re a man of taſte, viſit the Thirteen Can- 
tons to eat milk and fruit in perfection. 


E55 5b 
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rr m. 


1 Travelled along the banks of the 
Rhine, famous in hiſtory both on ac- 
eount of the many battles which have 
been there loſt and won, and celebrated 
alſo for the beauty of the country through 
which it flows : I had before had a view 
of its majeſtic waves, having traverſed 
it's borders in my way to Mayence. 1 
ſoon attained Switzerland; but a very 
terrible road, interſperſed with the moſt 
frightful rocks imagination can con- 
ceive, made me repent having taken a 
journey into this ſavage country, where, 
amidſt uncultivated mountains, a Coloſſal 
people ſtill remain in ignorance of every 


luxury of polite life, ſtrangers to the ele- 
gance 
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gance of theatrical diverſions, the plea- 
ſures of playing for more than they can 
looſe with good humour, and even the 
agreeable diſſipation of ruining themſelves 
for a pretty woman, what could a man of 
my faſhion find to entertain or amuſe him 
amidft a ſociety of ſuch unpoliſhed bar- 


barians ? 


E 6 ' FOLLY 
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FOLLY CLXIX, 


I Had, however, the courage topurſue 

my reſolution, and continue my way 
as far as Bale, where I arrived in a very ill- 
humour with both poſtillions and roads; 
and to complete my chagrin, met with 
an adventure at an inn there, which occa- 
fioned me to curſe the memory of the 
deceaſed Jean Jaques very ſincerely : the 
appearance of Bile was ſo very con- 
temptible in itſelf, that I determined to 
quit it directly, and return back to the 
road to Vienna, without deigning to aſk 
a ſingle queſtion reſpecting the inhabi- 
tants, or even getting out of my chaile, 
as there could not be any thing worthy 
* the curioſity of a gentleman in a place ſo 
2 wholly 


—— 


FASHIONABLE FOLLIES. 109 


wholly infignificant ; but on ſtopping 
to change horles, I ordered a couple of 
new laid eggs, which the landlord brought 
himſelf, and with the gravity of a judge 
expatiated on ** the excellent paſture of 
“ the Thirteen Cantons, the ſweetneſs 
* of the milk which the cattle afforded, 
the goodneſs of the poultry in this part 
© of the world, and above all, the deli- 
„ cious eggs which they produced, 
& allowed by all who ever taſted them to 
& be ſo remarkably fine, that he was, 
(for his own par, ) perfectly convinced 
« that people in the moſt diſtant nations of 
the earth would never eat any other, if 
c theſe could be conveyed to them.” 
Wearied with this nonſenſe, I impatiently 
demanded © what I was to pay for the 
« two I had eaten * 4 Cheap enough 
in all conſcience, (returned he) only a 
« crown of ſix livres. Aſtoniſhed at 

the 
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the enormity of this demand, I loudly 
remonſtrated with him for his extrava- 
gant impoſition ; ; inſtead of abating his 
charge, he replied with the ſame gravity, 
and with features perfectly unmoved by 
all the injurious epithets I ſo loudly be- 
ſtowed on him, © That ſince I did not 
c know when I was well treated, he 
4 would not have leſs than twelve 
« francs for them.” I now became fo 
exceedingly angry that I perfectly raved 
with paſſion, but that, ſo far from having 
the leaſt effect, induced him to inſiſt on 
a louis d'or for his two eggs.—“ I 
« ſee plainly, my friend, (ſaid I) that 
*« you are in jeſt, but as I am a perſon of 
e conſequence I ſhall not ſubmit to be 
e trifled with, neither am I at preſent in 
& ſuch good humour as to miſtake ab- 
* ſurdity for wit.” „Sir, (anſwered the 


« - raſcal) 1 ſpeak ſeriouſly ; 
cc the 
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« the eggs are eaten, and I. will have no 
« [eſs than a couple of louis for them.” 
then loſt all patience, and began to call 
him thief and ſcoundrel with great voci- 

feration ; he, on his ſide, continued to 
double his demands, till he brought them 
to the immenſe ſum of ſeventeen louis. I 
was once more going to reply to this dia- 
bolical innkeeper, when my ſervant haſtily 
entering the room to learn the cauſe of 
this diſturbance. clapped his hand upon 
my mouth, What are you doing, (ſaid 
« he} my lord? if you remonſtrate thus 
« much longer, you will be ruined.” 


FOLLY 
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FOLLY clXX. 


Paid no other attention: to this ad- 
vice, than being exceſſively offend- 

ed at the inſolence, as I thought it, of the 
perſon who gave it me, but, who it ſeems 
underſtood the cuſtoms of Switzerland 
much better than his maſter, and I re- 
ſolved inſtantly to go to a magiſtrate, and 
lay a formal complaint before him of the 
innkeeper's behaviour, fully convinced 
he would be very ſeverely puniſhed for 
the impoſition he attempted to make on a 
ſtranger; indeed, I ſhould have con- 
tented myſelf with laughing at his de- 
mand, have thrown him the reaſonable 
price for ſo ſlight a repaſt, and as I had 
my piſtols in the chaiſe, could eaſily have 
obliged 
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obliged my poſtillions to drive on, but I 
had unfortunately been prevailed on to 
alight, and from the inſtant this diſpute 
aroſe, three ſtable boys ſtood with ſpits 
and pitch forks to prevent my entrance 
into my carriage till the matter was ſettled 
to their maſter's ſatisfaction. Enraged ſtill 
more by this uſage, I inſiſted on going to 
the houſe of a magiſtrate immediately, to 
which my landlord had the aſſurance to 
follow me with all poſſible effrontery, 
and ſeemingly not in the leaſt aſhamed of 
his behaviour, 23 8 


FOLLY 
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1 18 8 magiſtrate received us in 
14 an hall on the ground floor, 
„ dark in itſelf, and very dirty in appear- 
i. ance, and his own dreſs beſpoke him juſt 
io ; returned from the laborious culture of his 
5 farm: I briefly informed him the cauſe of 
4 my complaint.— What have you (ſaid 
wa < he, to my landlord) to offer in defence 
ji! ** of your conduct to this ſtranger ?” 
wy © I do not aim at making the leaſt ex- 
{| 4 To cuſe, (returned he) as I cannot con- 
wh % ceive he has been ill- treated; I only 
| demand of him twenty louis, as the 


price of my eggs which he has eaten.“ 
« Well, (ſaid this upright judge) are 
* you content with that ſum? if ſo, 1 
* condemn this gentleman either to pay 
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it you now, or remain in priſon till he 
« has 
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& has ſatisfied you.” I am ſorry (con- 
& tinued he, addreſling himſelf to me) 
to be obliged to pronounce this ſen- 
* tence againſt you, but it is your own 
e fault; you ſhould have made an agree- 
«© ment with this man for the value of 
« his eggs before you had eaten them; 
4 for it being wiſely ordained by the laws 
of this venerable Republic of the 
« Thirteen Cantons, that each citizen 
*© ſhall be abſolute maſter of himſelf, 
and all which he poſſeſſes; he has, 
* therefore, an undoubted right to ſet a 
value on his own property, according 
* to his own eſtimation of its worth; 
and as the Swiſs in general pique them- 
* ſelves on their probity and honeſty, 
e which is part of their national cha- 
e racter, it is doing them ſo manifeſt 
. © an injury to ſuſpect them of impoſi- 
* tion, that, far from ſuffering ſuch an 

„ imputation 
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cc imputation to leſſen their demand, 
* they ever in revenge for the inſult, 
«© augment the price in proportion to 
« the haughtineſs of the behaviour of 
te the purchaſer, by which means they 
«* are completely revenged on thoſe who 
* wrong them by ſuch a fuſpicion, as 
te they are obliged to take the goods at 
* the rate they chooſe to diſpoſe of 
* them, however dear they may think 


« itz give, therefore, this honeſt man 


* the twenty louis, if you do not mean 
0 to paſs your days in priſon.” I found 


it utterly impoſſible at the concluſion of 
this fine ſpeech, to hope for any redreſs, 
I therefore counted twenty louis on the 


table, (the deareſt price ever paid for a 
couple of eggs), and moſt fincerely 


giving the juſtice, landlord, and every 


inhabitant of the. Thirteen Cantons to 
the Devil, I got haſtily into my chaile, 
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and turned my horſes heads back again 
towards Vienna. My curioſity ſuffici- 
ently abated, by the ſpecimen J had re- 
ceived of the peculiar excellence of their 
poultry, without the leaſt deſire to in- 
veſtigate the ſuperiority of their fruits 
and creams, the ſuppoſed flavour of which 
firſt tempted me into ſuch an abominable 
country, the bare recollection of which 
will at any time give me the vapours, 
much ſooner than one of our November 
Engliſh fogs. 
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* | wane rude rocks and high 

mountains which had appeared 

; to me ſo very fatiguing to aſcend in my 
way to Switzerland, - ſeemed no longer a 

toil to climb, or dangerous to deſcend, 
when they were to facilitate my eſcape 
from that deteſtable country, I entered 
Munich in the middle of the night, and 

as the theatre had been ſhut ſome hours, 

I was conſequently obliged to defer any 
obſervations on this place till the next 
day; I ſlept in an exceeding good bed, 
did not wake till noon, and then took a 
walk into the town, returned to dinner 

at my inn, and afterwards waited with 


the utmoſt impatience for the hour that 
| the 
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the comedy was to begin. A company of 
French players were at that time at Mu- 
nich; they played comic opera's four 
times in the week, and, on the other 
two nights, ſome old faſhioned tragedies, 
which no one ever attended to but the 
common people. I was ſo fortunate as 
to have it opera night when I was there, 
which gave me a kind of foretaſte of the 
elegant pleaſures of Paris; the Company 
were ſo numerous I could ſcarce get a 
ſeat, though I went early; hoth the la- 
dies and gentlemen were perfectly well 
dreſſed, and from this proof of their taſte 
and affluence, I concluded that the inha- 
bitants of Munich are perſons of wit and 
underſtanding, and that great encourage- 
ment is given by them to the polite arts 
and ſciences. 


FOLLY 
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„ OI. LY II. 


„ is well built, but 
1 fo ill fortified that it muſt 
ever fall a ſacrifice to every belligerent 
power that beſieges it; and there is not 
a coquette in all France that has been 
oftener taken, retaken, and abandoned 
by turns than this city : it is the capital 
of Bavaria, and the reſidence of an 
elector; the electoral palace is of conſi- 
derable extent; and I was fo ſtruck with 
the beauty and regularity of its outward 
appearance, that, in ſpite of the hatred I 
have ever poſſeſſed of the dull method 
of going to view magnificent apart- 
ments and fine pictures, yet I fancied 
this edifice worth ſeeing, and determined 


to 
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to give myſelf the trouble of walking 
over it—The elector who built it, was 
doubtleſs a man of intrigue, as there are 
a great number of galleries built in 
arches, which terminate in the houſes of 
private perſons, whom by this means he 
can viſit incognito as often as he pleaſes ; 
and it is not very improbable to ſuppoſe 
ſuch ſecrecy was to be obſerved more on 
the account of female than male friends 
and favourites, 
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„IN ;paſſing through the apart- 

A ments of this ſuperb palace, [ 
was accoſted by a gentleman, from 
the magnificence of whoſe dreſs, and 
the reſpect paid him by the officers 
of the court, I judged was a man 
of the firſt diſtinction; after ſome con- 
verſation on different ſubje&s, ** You 
<« are a ſtranger, I perceive, (ſaid he); 
& will you do me the favour to par- 
ce take of a ſmall entertainment in the 
« German ſtile?” I heſitated not to 
accept ſo polite and friendly an offer, 
and followed my new acquaintance into 
, a tavern, where I was infinitely ſur- 
priſed to find the collation I expected 


to partake of, limited to about thirty 
bottles 
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bottles of wine, which were ſet out 
ready for our reception. © Come, {cried 
* my conductor when he ſaw them) this 
« is a noble fight; now let us drink 
« till we loſe the power, but not the 
&« inclination to drink more.” When 
he uttered theſe words, joy flaſhed from 
his eyes, and a face already fiery-red, 
and pimpled in the higheſt degree, be- 
came of the higheſt crimſon; he then 
filled a bumper in a glaſs which held 
at leaſt a pint, and putting it firſt to 
his lips, and then into my hand, he ab- 
ſolutely obliged me to ſwallow it at one 
draught; he then again filled it for 
himſelf and drank it in an inſtant, By 
his beginning in ſo furious a manner, 
I was induced to hope that the fumes 
of the wine would ſoon inebriate my 
companion, and enable me to leave 


him; but vain were my hopes: ſo far 
F 2 from 
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from being intoxicated, he had ſcatce- 
ly began what he called drinking, be- 
fore I had more than enough; and we 
drank each others health ſo often, having 
but one glaſs between us (which is 
one of the polite cuſtoms of a Ger- 
man tavern) that I entirely loſt my 
ſenſes and fell under the table; but 
how long I remained there, or what 
became of my companion, I know not ; 
for one of my ſervants who had fol- 
lowed us, had me carried to the inn 
where I lodged; and on coming to 
my ſenſes the next day, I found my- 
ſelf in bed dreadfully bruiſed, my head 
ſo heavy and ſtupid, that it was three 
days before I was able to go out; 
yet perfectly diveſted of every wiſh 
ever to partake of a German enter- 
tainment. | 


FOLLY 
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60 S ſoon as I was able to bear 

travelling, I purſued my way pot ] 
to Vienna; but when I arrived there, 
could hardly believe that I was in the ca- 
pital of Germany; for were it not for 
the ſuburbs, it would not be more than a 
little paltry town; and even the pa- 
lace of the Emperor is ſo mean and 
gothic in appearance, that it ſeems ra- 
ther a clumſy proof of the antiquity 
of the houſe of Auſtria, than the reſi- 
dence of a great monarch. Vienna 
ſeemed to afford ſo little entertainment, 
that, had I not thought it abſolutely 


right to have it to ſay on my return home, | 
that I had reſided there ſome timg, I ſhould 


13 have 
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have quitted it directly, without the leaſt 
regret; and I even put a very diſa- 
greeable reſtraint upon my inclination, 
by my ſtrict adherence to the inva- 
riable rule I made on my firſt ſet- 
ting out on my tour, to paſs haſtily 
through ſmall towns and villages, and to 
lengthen my ſtay in all principal cities 
where I could meet with company, plea- 
ſure and diſſipation. When I went to the 
banker on whom my bills of exchange 
were drawn, I found him a polite, well- 
bred man, and he earneſtly requeſted 
me to frequent his houſe of an even- 
ing during my ſtay at Vienna, where, 
he aſſured me, I ſhould meet the 
moſt agreeable and entertaining ſocie- 
ty that part of the world could afford 


there needed but little entreaty to in- 


duce me to accept his offer, as I knew 
him 
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him to be a perſon of conſiderable con- 
ſequence in his way, banker to the 
court, and viſited (I was told) by 
perſons of the firſt diſtinction, and one 
who enjoyed a large fortune in the 
molt reſpectable manner. In the brilli- 
ant circle of this evening aſſembly, I 
ſoon diſtinguiſhed a very pretty wo- 
man, called the Baroneſs, who had been 
a widow near a twelvemonth; I paid 
my court to her with the moſt per- 
fect aſſiduity and attention, and endea- 
voured by every method in my power 
to improve my acquaintance with her 
to the utmoſt advantage, always plac- 


ing myſelf next her, applauding every 


thing ſhe ſaid, and making it a con- 
ſtant rule neyer to reply in contradic- 
tion however abſurd her argument, or 


ridiculous the propoſition; ſhe obſery- 
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ed the impreſſion her charms had made, 
and did not ſeem diſpleaſed with her 
conqueſt. One evening ſhe ſuffered 
me to conduct her home, and I avail- 
ed myſelf of this opportunity to diſ- 
cover my ſentiments, and plead my 
paſſion ſo ſucceſsfully that J obtained 
permiſſion to wait on her at her own 
houſe; here I was each day more favour- 
ably received, till at length ſhe ac- 
knowledged her affection for me; yet 
often in the midſt of the moſt animating 
converſation, ſhe would interrupt the 
tendereſt vows of love, to prove the un- 
diſputed nobility of her anceſtors, and 
it was very eaſy to ſee that my rank 
in life was a ſtrong argument for my 
favourable reception, and raiſcd me 
higher in her eſteem than 1 ſhould ever 
had reaſon to hope had I been but a 
plebeian. One day the beautiful Ger- 

man 
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man received me with ſuch bewintch- 
ing ſweetneſs and apparent ſenſibi- 
lity, that I threw myſelf on my 
knees before her, and beſought her ar- 
dently to reward my love: ſhe ſmiled 
on me with tenderneſs, but oblig- 
ing me to riſe, ſhe walked from me 
with great dignity, and rung the bell 
(as I thought, very mal d propos,) when 
the ſervant entered: Bring hither im- 
4 mediately (ſaid ſhe) that large iron 
« caſket from the table in my cloſet, 
« I want it directly; it contains (con- 
* tinued ſhe, addreſſing herſelf to me) 


* my-Lord, all my titles, records and 
„ pedigree,” 


F 3 FOLLY 
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*« Waited in filence. the reſult of this 

myſterious behaviour, which ap- 
peared to me to be perfectly incompre- 
henſible. The precious caſket ſoon made 
its appearance; it was faſtened by ſeve- 
ral padlocks: the Baroneſs made a ſign 
for the ſervant to withdraw ; he was no 
ſooner gone than ſhe proceeded to open 
all the locks with a ſmall key, curiouſly 
faſtened to her girdle, and diſplayed a pro- 
digious quantity of old parchment. © Be- 
hold (faid ſhe) the records of my fami- 
4 ly, from the firſt foundation of the Ger- 
* man Empire - give yourſelf the trouble 
to read my pedigree, and it will prove 
« the truth of my aſſertion, whilſt ſeven- 
teen quarters in my arms at once prove 
« both the antiquity and nobility of my 


&« anceſtors : now, my lord, ſhew me 
«« your 
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« your titles and archives of your houſe ; 
« and if your birth is equal in every re- 
e ſpect to my own, I am ready to give 
« you every proof of my affection, but 
& it can only be on that condition, ſince 
* I ſhould expire with confuſion were I 
* to diſcover that I had ſubmitted to 


„ 


* 


« to my arms a man of no rank, or 
even a peer newly created,” 


the frightful indignity of receiving 
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"770" L 1.yY cvir 


0 HILST the illuſtrious lady 

| was thus declaiming with all 
the pride of birth, it was with great diffi- 
culty I could ſuppreſs my inclination to 
laugh; I humbly repreſented to her, 
* that it was abſolutely impoſſible I 
could produce to her my genealogy, 
e as travellers did not in general in- 
e cumber themſelves with records and 
«« pedigrees, and that my love was much 
© too impatient to wait for the accom- 
% pliſhment of my wiſhes *rill they 
* could be ſent me from England; 
e that what ladies, in general, expected 
« from their lovers, were ſecrecy and 
« fidelity, virtues by no means com- 
« priſed in the letters patent of nobi- 


- lity > and that this extreme niceneſs 
: 6 on 
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« on ſuch a ſubject, was not ſhewn by 
e the greateſt ladies either of the French 
* or Engliſh court, as it was the heart 
* alone that was to be conſulted in 
« ſuch an attachment.” Vain were my 
pleadings—ſhe remained inexorable, and 
ſaw me act every extravagance of a 
fool and madman, with the utmoſt 
compoſure. Vexed to the ſoul at find- 
ing I had not any more influence 
over her, but that pride made her fear 
it was derogatory from the grandeur 
of her origin, to liſten to the dictates 
of love, without the moſt convincing 
proof of my dignity, —T retired,, ex- 
tremely enraged, and refolved, not only 
to abandon the proud Baroneſs, but fear- 
ing the other ladies of Germany might be 
equally abſurd, and expect no man to 
make love to them without a certificate 
from the herald's office, I left Vienna 
and haſtened to climb the Alps. a 
FOLLY 
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* ÞT Deſcended into the Milaneze, fa- 
| tigued to death with the ſlow 
pace the horſes had been obliged to go 
in ſo mountainous a country ; but the 
air of Italy ſeemed to give me new lite, 
and I reflected with pleaſure, that 1 
ſhould no longer aſſociate with the 
 phlegmatic, ceremonious Germans, but 
promiſed myſelf a fund of amuſement 
from the lively petulance of the Itali- 
ans. Arrived at Milan, I eagerly en- 
quired. what was moſt worthy my ob- 
ſervation in that city? they immedi- 
ately entered into a long detail of the 
beauty of a great number of ſuperb 
edifices, and amongſt the reſt, a. ca- 
thedral 
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thedral built, they told me, of marble 
of different colours, not yet finiſhed, or- 
namented with ſtatues which have im- 
mortalized the name of the firſt artiſts 
in Italy. As theſe were trifles I never at- 
tended to, and if they really are what it is 
deſireable for a man to be acquainted 
with, he may read as well an account 
of them, after his return to Eng- 
land, much more accurate than he can 
give; and in much leſs time than he 
can ſee them. I therefore declined ve- 
ry peremptorily to beſtow the hours I 
had to ſpare on either churches or 
paintings; but eagerly enquired the 
time the opera was to begin, and went 


that evening to the theatre, where was. 


to be repreſented an opera, written, I 
heard, by one Metaſtaſio, who it ſeems 
is one of their moſt famous poets : the 
muſic was liſtewiſe the compoſition of 

one 


= 
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one of their moſt celebrated compo- 
ſers. In conſequence of this infor- 


mation, I thought myſelf very for- 
tunate, for I had heard ſuch praiſes of 
the performers of Italy, that I expected 
to be quite enchanted ; but to my very 
great diſapointment, ſo far from. being 
entertained, I was quite tired before 
the ſecond act was finiſhed, and except 
a few airs, I thought it the moſt de- 
- teſtable performance I had ever ſeen, 
and am fully convinced that not any per- 
ſon poſſeſſed of the ſmalleſt degree of 
underſtanding, can ever find any en- 
tertainment in their dull recitavo and re- 
petitions without end.; however, all the 
perſons near whom I was placed, affect- 
ed infinite pleaſure, and were hoarſe with 
calling out bravo! bravo! whilſt J kept 
à profound and contemptuous ſilence, 


except now and then yawning moſt dread- 
fully 
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fully, in ſpite of every effort to prevent 
it, as it was with the greateſt difficulty I 
kept from ſteeping. When it was over 
(weary to death, and my ears aching 
with the fatigue of liſtening to the war- 
bling quavers of a ſet of effeminate 
wretches, metamorphoſed into kings, 
heroes and conquerors) I roſe from my 
ſeat, and faid aloud in Engliſh (which 
I did not ſuppoſe any one there under- 
ſtood) ) What curſed: muſic it is! 
«* well worth the trauble, truly, to 
e come ſo far to hear ſuch a jargon 
of ſounds!” when I had uttered theſe 
words, a man muffled in a long cloak, 
who was in the next box, looked at 
me in a very particular manner, and 
I learnt afterwards, that he perfectly 
underſtood the ſenſe of my exclama- 
tion: this perſon followed me out, and 
walked behind me a few paces till we 
came 
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came into an unfrequented ſtreet, when 
he ſuddenly drew a poignard and ſtab- 
bed me in the back in two or three 
places, telling me at the ſame time, he 
gave it me to cure the defect in my 
* ears; this new method of teaching 
muſic, was fo dextrouſly applied, and 
by ſo maſterly a hand, that I had 
not time to parry the blow, but fell 
ſenſeleſs at his feet; when I came to 
myſelf, my groans drew the attention 
of fome charitable perſons who were 
paſſing; they took me up, carried 
me to the neareſt inn, which prov- 
ed to be that from which I came, 
and which I had preferred on. account 
of its vicinity to the theatre; when 1 
was able, I related to my hoſt the ac- 
eident which had befallen me; but when 
he heard the provocation I had given 
by my ſoliloquy, he aſured me 1 had 
| got 
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got off cheaply. © What! (ſaid he) did 
« not you know that the Italians are 
« equally jealous of their muſic and 
« their wives? with only this difference, 
« that they ſtab you for not liking 
«* the one, or for being too fond of 
« the other,” 


FOLLY 
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* S I travelled both for amuſe- 
ment and inſtruction, you will 
pleaſe to obſerve, that I made frequent 
excurſions from the direct road, and 
looked upon an hundred ſeagues more 
or leſs as a trifle: for inſtance, when 
I left Vienna, the direct road into Ita- 
ly was to have gone from thence to 
Venice, inſtead of which I went to Mi- 
lan; but, when my wounds were heal- 
ed, I bid an eternal adieu to that city 
(without making my ſecond appear- 
ance at the opera); and though my 
principal wiſh was to. get to Rome, yet 
J could not prevail on myſelf to pro- 
ceed thither, till I had ſeen Venice; and 
this famous republic 1s doubtleſs a ſin- 


gular and even wonderful object from 
; whatcver 
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whatever point you view it as it; has 
all the appearance of a city riſen from the 
boſom of the ocean, whilſt the tops of 
palaces, and ſpires of churches, inter- 
mingled with fails and maſts of ſhips, 
added to canals formed into ſtreets, 
with a kind of quay on each fide, 
make altogether a variety not to be 
equalled in any other part of the world, 
whilſt the gondolas elegantly painted and 
oilt, ready to carry you wherever you 
pleaſe, add to the beauty of the proſ- 
pect, and are carriages infinitely more 
commodious and eaſy than a vis-d- vis. 
When I arrived at Venice, the whole 
city wore the appearance of an univer- 
al maſquerade, the ſtreets, and all the 
ſmall boats which covered the canals, 
were full of perſons in maſque, I en- 
quired of my landlord with ſome de- 
gree of aſtoniſhment, the meaning of this 

general 
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general diſguiſe, © You muſt know 
* (faid he) that it is now the time of 
* the carnival, which laſts much longer 
e here than in other places; and we 
celebrate it with the moſt extra- 
„ vagant mirth; this delirium ex- 
<« tends even to our ſenators, who are 
“ {uppoſed to be the graveſt and wiſeſt 
c“ heads in the Republic; but if you 
e wiſh for amuſement, put on a maſque 
« and look like the reſt.” I deter- 
mined” to follow the advice of my hoſt, 
and after taking ſome refreſhment and 
being properly equipped with a baũto 
and maſque I mixed with the joyous 
_ crowd. 


FOLLY 
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« (\CARCE had I began my walk 

amidft the groteſque figures, 
which ſurrounded me, when I met with 
a lady whoſe fine ſhape attracted my 
notice; as J looked earneftly upon her, 
ſhe ſtopped and ſurveyed me in her 
turn, with great attention; from this 
behaviour I had reaſon to think ſhe 
was not diſpleaſed with my perſon, and 
reſolved to follow her; when ſhe found 
that I purſued, ſhe looked back ſeveral 
rimes in a manner not very diſcouraging 
to a ſtranger, and which. induced me 
to hope my adventure would prove 
agreeable; venturing therefore to ap- 
proach the diſguiſed nymph, © permit 
* me (faid I) the honour of being your 
« cavillero 
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© cavilliero ſervante for this evening?“ 
She made ſome little difficulty to ac- 
cept the offer of my arm, but at length 
condeſcended to take it; and to add 
to my felicity, ſhe ſoon gave me to un- 
derſtand ſhe knew the meaning of a 
few Engliſh words, which enabled me 
| the better to expreſs my paſſion ; her 
anſwers were {hort, but interrupted by 
frequent ſighs more flattering to a lover 
than the moſt elegant diſcourſe: enchant- 
ed with her ſweetneſs and affability, I 
every moment kiſſed her hand, or ra- 
ther glove, which ſhe ſeemed to aban- 
don without . reluctance to my tranſ- 
ports: we walked a great pace (for fo 
delicate a lady) and though I uſed all 
the perſuaſion I was maſter of, to pre- 
vail on her to ſit down, and take off 
her maſque, ſhe made not any other 


anſwer than that, „it was not yet 
& time, 
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« tirke, and if 1 really wiſhed to know 
« who ſhe was, I muſt have patience ;" 
we went into the theatre, at the ſize 
and height of which, I was moſt ex- 
tremely ſurpriſed : the opera was a new 
one; but as every perſon who attended 
the repreſentation, was in maſque, I can- 
not ſay the audience very ſtrictly ad- 
hered to the exact rule of decency in 
their deportment. 
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E left the theatre before the 
end of the piece; I continued 
cloſę to my incognita, and each moment 
augmented my paſhon, We continued 
to paſs through ſeveral ſtreets and ſquares, 
till both being fatigued, ſhe got into a 
gondola, into which ſhe deſired me to 
follow her; after rowing ſome time the 
gondoliers ſtopped, and my fair con- 
ductreſs took me with her into a ſuperb 
palace, where were a great number of 
tables, covered with heaps of gold and 
filver, and ſurrounded by a croud of 
adventurers. © Doubtleſs, (ſaid tlie 
« maſque) you muſt nave heard of the 
& high play of the Venetians during 

| « the 


cc 
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« the Carnival, this is one of the princi- 
te pal places conſecrated to gaming, fre- 
« quented by all ranks of people; 
« here the haughty noble condeſcends 
* to forget the dignity he is at other 
« times ſo tenacious of, and aſſociates 
„with the meaneſt citizen; the conſe- 
% quence of which is, the money of 
both mingles generally in one purſe, 
ce and moſt commonly, it is that of the 
* illuſtriſimo which is left empty.“ 
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35 S ſhe ended theſe words, ſhe ap- 
proached one of the tables, 
drew out a handful of gold, ſet it on a 
ſingle card, and loſt it directly with the 
greateſt eaſe and good humour; I had a 
ſtrong © inclination to try my fortune 
likewiſe, but ſhe would not permit it. 
“ Come, (faid ſhe, laughing) we are 
« in a dangerous place, let us go, leſt my 
« ſtay here ſhould prove your ruin, for 
« if you are once ſeduced to play, you 
are moſt probably undone.” We 
again embarked in our gondola, which 
in a ſhort time ſtopped before the door of 
a tavern, of a very miſerable appearance, 


into which the nymph (to my great ſur- 
priſe) 


* 
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priſe) entered, without the leaſt heſita- 
tion; I had now certainly every reaſon 
to rely on the favourable intentions of 
the lady, and we had no ſooner entered a 
room than I had the preſumption to take 
off her maſque, withour any great de- 
gree of ceremony; but what words can 
expreſs my aſtoniſhment, when I beheld 
2a beard, which plainly indicated the diſ- 
guifed fair one to be one of my own ſex t 
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& Y dale equalled my aſto- 
a 1 niſhment, which was encreaſed 
by the loud laughter of the perſon who 
had thus impoſed on my credulity, and 
I felt my ſituation ſo truly ridiculous, 
that I was enraged to the higheſt degree. 
* Excuſe my mirth (faid my companion) 
and do not be offended at an innocent 
“ pleaſantry ; I have diſappointed many 
others in the ſame manner—l am a 
&« ſenator, and one of the nobleſt in Ve- 
& nice, yet that does not prevent me at 
this time of univerſal diffipation from 
enjoying a frolick ; this of to-night 
c has afforded me great entertainment: 
comfort yourſelf, therefore, for the 
c loſs of your miſtreſs, by having at- 
« tained a friend who may be of ſervice 
« te . Ong your ſtay here.“ 


FOLLY 


c 
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« F Repaid the confidence of the old 

ſenator, by informing him in my 
turn of my name, quality, and coun- 
try; the pleaſure he had appeared to re- 
ceive from my converſation, ſeemed to 
be augmented by this intelligence. © I 
« am rejoiced (faid he) that I was ſo for- 
« tunate as to meet with you; I inſiſt 
e on your going home to ſupper with 
© me this evening, and I will introduce 
you to my wife,” Whilſt I returned 
him thanks for his politeneſs, and affured 
him that I ſhould with pleaſure accept 
his invitation, he pulled off his diſguiſe, 
and I beheld a little, thin, grey-headed 
man, moſt extremely ugly, he then 
G 4 dreſſed 
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dreſſed in a long purple robe, and we 
went into another gondola, infinitely 
more elegant than that which had 
brought us thither, and we ſoon after 
arrived at a palace, ornamented with 
large columns of marble; as ſoon as we 
entered, a great number of domeſtics 
met us with lights, and walked before 
us to the apartment of his lady, with 
whoſe. beauty I became captivated at 
firſt ſight : ſhe was tall, her completion 
- Exquilitely fair, her eyes, large, black, 
and full of fire, expreſſive both of dig- 
nity and ſweetneſs, and her graceful air 
and majeſtic deportment would have 
done honour to royaley itfelf : the noble 
Venetian prefented me to her in the moſt 
obliging manner, - and expatiated on my 
family and merit as if he had known 
me from my infancy ; and having finiſh- 


ed the enumeration of my good quali- 
| | ties, 
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ties, requeſted ſhe would give 'me her 
permiſſion frequently to pay my reſ- 
pects to her during my reſidence at 
Venice, to which ſhe readily” affented : 
an elegant ſupper was ſoon after ſerved 
up, with a profuſion of excellent wine; 
I was placed oppoſite to the fair Sig- 
nora, and the glances I ſtole, and the 
contemplation of her charms, were the 
moſt luxurious part of the entertain- 
ment; the ſtory of our evening's ad- 
venture diverted her extremely, but ſud- 
denly aſſuming an air of the moſt ſerious 
gravity, “ It is not in the leaſt aſtoniſh- 
„ing (faid ſhe, with a profound ſigh) 
that your lordſhip ſhould be induced 
to believe you had met with a woman 
«* diſpoſed to liſten to your addreſſes, 
* ſince we every day ſee the moſt ſhock-" 
ing inſtances of wives who violate 
their marriage vow without the leaſt 

G5 ſeruple; 
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&« ſcruple; yet, I cannot ceaſe from won= 
« dering when I hear that there are coun- 
tries, where the breach of conjugal 
9 fidelity is looked upon as a mere baga- 
telle; as to being falſe to a lover, that, 
indeed, I can readily excuſe, but 
« faithleſs to an huſband ! heaven and 
&« earth] I ſhudder at the very idea of 
* ſuch a complicated crime,” Whilſt 
the beautiful creature exclaimed thus 
her abhorrence of inconſtancy to the 
great comfort and ſatisfaction, I doubt 
not, of her huſband, ſhe ogled me, un- 
ſeen by him, in the moſt expreſſive 
manner; I did not retire. till very late, 
when the obliging ſenator ordered a ſer- 
vant to attend me, and forced me to ac- 
cept his own gondola, in which I re- 
turned to my inn, and found my land- 
lord ſurpriſed at, and my ſer vants under 
great anxiety on account of my long 


abſence. FOLLY 
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6 ITH my mind wholly em- 
ployed in retracing the charms 
of the beautiful Venetian, I paſſed a 
ſleepleſs night, and roſe very early in the 
morning, and then walked out, with an 
intention to amuſe myſelf, in hopes 
to diſſipate thoſe ideas, which could only 
ſerve to render me miſerable if I perſiſt- 
ed to indulge them. I put on the ſame 
domino and maſque that I had worn the 
evening before, when I had walked for 
ſome conſiderable time, I felt ſomebody 
tap me on the ſhoulder, and turning 
haſtily I ſaw behind me a gondolier, ele- 
gantly neat in his dreſs, leaning on his 
oar, which was painted with a variety 
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of colours. I was going to enquire his 
buſineſs with me, but he prevented me, 
by ſaying, By your graceful air, I am 
e convinced I ſpeak to Lord Warton.” 
% I acknowledged he did fo.” © Here, 
“then (faid he) is a billet I have orders 
« to deliver into your own hands—read 
« it, and you will find, that the ladies 
« of this country are not very cruel to 

„ ſtrangers, and only require in return 
« for their favours, ſecrecy and diſcre- 
* tion.” LI haſtily opened the note, and 
read theſe words: 


« Your lordſhip's merit has gained a 
% complete victory over an heart, not 
« unworthy your attachment; I have a 
« thouſand things to communicate to 
you, which you will not be diſpleaſed 
&« to hear; come, then, in the cool of 
cc the evening into the ſame ſtreet where 
; « you 
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* you now met with the gondeler, who 
e ſhall conduct you to me.” 


I promiſed faithfully to be at the 
place appointed, and to induce the gon- 
delier to be punctual, I preſented him 
with a few pieces of gold; my genero- 
ſity redoubled his good humour, he quit- 
ted me ſinging, and left me tranſported 
with joy; as ſoon as I regained my 
inn, I aſcended to my chamber, and en- 
tered in my common-place book, © that 
* Venice was undoubtedly the moſt 
« agreeable city in the univerſe,” 
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« TT was ſcarce dark, when I haſten- 

ed to my aſſignation: the gondelier 
approached me immediately ſinging, and 
rowing along very gaily; he beckoned 
me to come into his little bark, and 
when I was ſeated, rowed away haſtily 
from the ſhore, continuing his ſong ; 
though the gondola went ſwiftly down 
the current, and the rower was both 
ſtrong and robuſt, yet it was late at night 
when we ſtopped before a villa, on the 


banks of the gulf, which appeared (as 
well as I could judge of it by the faint 
light of the ſtars) to be large. and ele- 
gant, My gondelier now ſet me on 


ſhore, and after informing me he would 
1. return 
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return-and fetch me at break of day, he 
directed me to go ſtreight forward to a 
httle door, where I found an old woman, 
who took me by the hand, and deſired 
me to follow her; we traverſed in utter 
darkneſs a court yard and ſeveral large 
apartments, ſhe then opened a cloſer, put 
me into it, and retired, leaving me till 
in obſcurity. After waiting ſome time, I 
became very impatient, at laſt my conduc- 
reſs returned, and took me into a cham- 
ber, moſt ſplendidly illuminated ; the 
door of which being opened on a ſudden, 
my eyes were dazzled with the number of 
lights, and richneſs of the furniture, but I 
no longer paid any attention to this mag- 
nificence, when I ſaw advance towards me 

a tall woman, whoſe eaſy ſhape and ma- 
jeſtic air (though covered with a long 
veil) attracted all my admiration; this 1 


doubted not was the beautiful creature 
who 
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who had fo ingenuouſſy confeſſed herſelf 
my captive: the lady fat down on an 
elegant, ſopha of velvet, embroidered 
with gold, and having made a ſign 
for me to fit by her, then threw back 
her veil, and diſcovered, to my inex- 
preſſible joy, the beautiful Signora, the 
virtuous wife of the old ſenator. 


4 


FASHIONABLE FOLLIES. 162 


FO L L Y CLXXXVlI. 


A . e tranſport of my heart, 

which was viſible in my coun- 
tenance, ſeemed to give new animation 
to the eyes of the lovely Venetian ; and 
whilft 1 paſſionately kiffed her ſnowy 
hand, ſhe addreſſed herſelf to me in the 
following manner: © The ſtep I have 
taken muſt ſufficiently prove to you 
the exceſs of my affection; yet, it 
may be neceſſary, perhaps, to apolo- 
« gize to an Engliſhman for a deviation 
from that delicacy, which is more 
« ſtrictly obſerved by the ladies in his 
* own country, The women of our 
* nation go great lengths in love in a 
* ſhort time, but the reaſon is obvious, 


«ms 


i62 FASHIONABLE FOLLIEES. 


* the continual reſtraint we are under, 
„ obliges us to renounce thoſe little dou- 
& ceurs, which may be properly called 
«© the prelude to affection, and give the 
< women in happier climates, time to 
« capitulate, and ſurrender in form; 
c here it is impoſſible to improve friend- 
«* ſhip into love, we therefore begin 
4 with the latter, and this is all our 
„ wiſe huſbands gain by their jealouſy 
and precaution, and thus they abſo- 
1c jutely advance the misfortune they en- 
« deavour to prevent, and render us 
4 more condeſcending to the addreſſes 
of our lovers. The ltalians look 
ce upon their wives as beings incapable 
aof reaſon ſufficient to conduct them- 
« ſelves properly ; and their ſuſpicions 
« will carry them ſo far, that a man 
« who behaves with any extraordinary 
« politeneſs, even to a woman who is a 

| « ſtranger, 
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« ſtranger, runs a certain riſque of being 
« aſſaſſinated, either by her huſband or 
« her lover; and, believe me, it was 
* from the moſt unaccountable caprice 
of a moment that my huſband brought | 
« you that evening into my apartment, 
as you are the firſt man he has ſuffered 
eme to converſe with ſince I became 
„his wife, my own family not ex- 
« cepted; is it not juſt then (continued 
„ ſhe, with a bewitching ſmile) that 
% we ſhould dare fometimes to throw 
« off this reſtraint thus impoſed upon us, 
and follow the dictates of our own 
% heart, which cannot but revolt at the 
idea of ſo ſervile a chain, and buds us 
revenge the contemptible opinion they 
« entertain of our honour. and virtue.” 


FOLLY 
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: _— blooming fair one heſitated 
as ſhe pronounced theſe laft 

words, and her down-caſt eyes and bluſhes 
ſeemed to call upon me for vows of 
everlaſting love. I threw myfelf at her 
feet, and began a declaration of my paſ- 
fion, with an eloquence dictated by 
truth and fincerity, when on a ſudden I 
was interrupted by a noiſe, which filled 
us both with terror, and ſeemed to be 
the footſteps of many perſons coming 
towards the room where we were and a 
few minutes after we heard the door in 
the anti- chamber burſt open, as if by 
violence. Heaven have mercy on us 
« (cried the terrified beauty) this is our 
« laſt moment, for I hear my huſband's 
voice.“ On hearing theſe words | 
ſhould moſt certainly (however unpolite 
you may think it, dear Marquis) have 
| endeavoured 
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endeavoured to leap out of the window, 
and not -have made the leaſt ſcruple to 
have left the lady to ſettle matters 
with her huſband in the beſt manner 
ſhe was able, but I had only time 
(trembling and agitated as I was) to 
draw out my piſtols, before the room 
door flew open, and the old ſenator 
entered, with a poignard in his hand, 
followed by a crowd of domeſtics 
armed likewiſe. I ſaw my danger, and 
there not being any time to be loſt, 
I attempted to fire, but unfortunately 
both my piſtols flaſhed in the pan, 
which gave the ſervants an opportunity 
to diſarm and bind me, whilſt the fu- 
rious old man, going to his wife, (who 
had ſunk fainting on the ſopha) he 
plunged his dagger ſeveral times into 
her boſom, who gave one loud ſcream, 


and dropped down inſtantaneouſly, 
FOLLY 
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4 7 HIS barbarity to a woman 

whom he loved, was ſufficient to 
convince me that I had not any clemency 
to expect; and though I was exceſſively 
ſhocked at the death of the lady, I muſt 
own, I was under greater apprehenſions 
for myſelf, ** Wretch, (ſaid the Vene- 
4 tian, addreſſing himſelf to me) thou 
ct who haſt dared to meditate my diſho- 
© nour, in return for the confidence I 
* placed in you, by introducing you to 
© my wife, prepare for death, and 
„ know that I obſerved that very even- 
'« ing the glances which paſſed between 
c you, and that perfidious creature who 
c lies dead before you; they were ſuch 
14 (6 24 
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% as too plainly proved the intended 
crime, but I then diſſembled my rage, 
and to ſecure my revenge, employed 
e ſpies, who have faithfully ſerved me 
to your deſtination.” Having ended 
theſe words, he raiſed his poignard, and 
was going to plunge it into my heart, 
but recollecting himſelf, * No, (ſaid 
<« he) I will not contaminate my hand, 
„by ſhedding the blood of one un- 
* worthy of ſo noble a death, rather, let 
* us (faid he, turning to his valets) in- 
te vent ſome new kind of puniſhment to 
« oratify my revenge, therefore, each of 
« you, in turn, ſpeak what you think 
he merits.” Having received this 
permiſſion, the raſcals willing to ſhew 
their zeal for their maſter, proceeded to 
give their ſeparate opinions : one pro- 
poſed (with the utmoſt alacrity and un- 
eoncern) that I ſhould have my tongue 
ſlit; 
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Mit; ancther, to cut off my noſe and 
ears; and a third, rather more merciful _ 
than the others, was for hanging me di. 
rectly, (I leave you to gueſs, D'lllois, 
how agreeably I muſt be entertained all 
this time, whilſt they were thus inventing 
new devices to torment - me, forced 
to be a patient liſtener where I was 
ſo nearly concerned). At laſt, ©** Go, 
( ſaid the ſenator) fetch hither a ſack, 
J have found out a method which 
& will at once deprive him of life, and 
„prevent our being troubled how to 
« diſpoſe of the body.“ The ſack was 
brought, and they forced me into it, 
inflexible to my prayers, and deaf to 
my entreaties; they then tied it faſt 
round the top, and the ſtrongeſt of 
them, by the order of his maſter, took 
it on his ſhoulders, and carried me a 


conſiderable way, till at laſt I heard 
a voice, 
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2 voice, which ſaid, „ This is the 
« deepeſt part of the gulf, throw 
* down your load here.“ At theſe 
words, I felt myſelf precipitated with 
violence into the ſea, enveloped in the 
ſack; ſoon after Joſt my ſenſes, and 
moſt probably ſunk down, | 


Vor, II, 
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be Tus certainly would hive end- 

ed both my life and my travels, 
and I ſhould never have had the pleaſure 
of relating, nor you the ſatisfaction of liſ- 
tening to my recital, had not a fiſherman 
(luckily for me) chanced to have let down 
his nets there, and as fortunately come 
Juſt at that time to take them up, when 
finding them heavy, he doubted not bur 
he had taken a ſurpriſing quantity of 
fiſh, but was much diſappointed on 
bringing it to ſhore, to find only a pac- 
ket of coarſe cloth; he determined, 
however, to take it home to his cabin, 
which was at ſome little diſtance, there 
to examine what it contained; but he 
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and his family were equally ſhocked and 
diſappointed at finding only the body of 
a dead man, yet, being perſons of huma- 
nity, they ſurveyed it accurately, in 
hopes there might remain ſome figns of 
life, and at laſt diſcovered near the heart 
a latent warmth, which made them hope 
* they might be able to reſtore a fellow 
creature once more to the world: their 
charitable endeavours ſucceeded in bring- 
ing me back to my ſenſes, and they 
took ſuch care of me, that in ſome hours 
I was perfectly recovered, but not chu- 
ſing to communicate to them the truth of 
my adventure, I only told them, that 
being on horſeback alone, on my 
* return to Venice, from a ride of a 
« few miles, I had met with thieves, 
ho, after robbing me of ſome valu- 
« able jewels, and being unable to find 
* my purſe, they tied me in a ſack, 
H 2 and 
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c and threw me into the ſea. M hen! 
left the cabin of the fiſherman, I made 
him a preſent of my purſe, and the honeſt 
man, when it was night, conducted me 
in his boat ſafe to my inn, where I im- 
-mediately ordered poſt horſes, and quit- 
ted Venice without ſeeing any one of its 
curioſities, except the old ſenator, from 
whoſe. character J judged the national 
one of the Venetians, to be cruel, ſuſpi- 
cious, and very inhoſpitable to ſtrangers. 
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„ Could not believe myſelf to be in 
ſafety, *till I had traverſed the Po; 
therefore, leaving the city of Modena, 
and ſome others behind me, I went on 
directly to Florence. As ſoon as I came 
into the inn, a man was introduced to 
me, whoſe employment it was to ſhew 
ſtrangers all that was moſt curious in 
that city, and accompany perſons (for a 
trifling ſum) to whatever is worthy their 
obſervation ; theſe perſons generally 
underſtand all the European languages, 
are to be met with all over Italy, and 
are very uſeful. - The firſt thing I,deft- 
red to ſee was, the famous antique 
ſtatue of the celebrated / enus de Medicis, 
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of which I had heard fo much; it is in 
the palace of the Grand Duke, and is, 
it muſt be confeſſed, the repreſentation of 
a very pretty woman, as finely ſhaped as 
our opera girls here, and her limbs fo 
well proportioned, that one would rather 
ſuppoſe it the work of imagination in 
the ſculptor, than a figure taken from 
real life, unleſs we are at liberty to be- 
lieve, that the ladies are much dege- 
nerated fince the days of Phidias and 
Praxiteles. Whilſt my conductor was 
giving me the hiſtory of this ſtatue, I 
obſerved a man gazing on it with the 
moſt enraptured countenance J ever be- 
held; when I bad ſhewn him to the 
Italian, that, (ſaid he) you muſt un- 
«« derſtand; is one of the many lovers of 
our marble Venus: you laugh, I lee, 
and do not believe me, but be aſſured, 
that many of our Florentines, whole 
| | hearts 
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«© hearts are extremely ſuſceptible to 
beauty from daily admiration, at laſt 
become enamoured of this figure, to 
e their misfortune, ſince their ſighs are 
“ yain, as the chaſte Lucretia herſelf, 
* could not treat them with more cold- 
% 7e/s, or remain more rigorouſly vir- 
© tuous; yet many of them will paſs 
“ whole days in gazing on her, without 
either eating or drinking, others ad- 
e dreſs her in the moſt tender and ele- 
* pant verſes, to all which ſhe is equally 
« inſenſible ; and ſome conſumed by ſo 
% hopeleſs a love, have died the victims 
of their nonſenſical paſſion,” 
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40 oven it undoubtedly ap- 

peared ' plainly to me that the 
honeſt Italian greatly exaggerated the 
folly of his countrymen, yet the very 
idea was laughable. I ſhall not pretend 
to give you a deſcription of all the ra- 


rities of art and nature contained in the 
gallery of the Grand Duke; ſuffice it to 


ſay, that they are ſuch as have coſt im- 


menſe ſums, which, in my opinion, 
might have been better beſtowed: nor 
ſhall I endeavour to give you a detail of 
the ſtatues I was obliged to admire, or 
the number of churches I was forced 
againſt my will to ſee ; the chapel of St. 


Laurent, alone, contains a treaſure which 
would 
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would be ſufficient to enrich numberleſs 
individuals; it was built for a ſepulchre 
for the great Dukes, and ſeems as if in- 
tended to convince us, that death itſelf 
cannot terminate the vanity of the great. 
It was inſiſted upon by my Grerent that 
I ſhould enter the library, in which it 
is ſaid there are a great number of valu- 
able manuſcripts; the only obſervation I 
ſhall make on this ſubject is a very ſhort 
one, which is, “that if there are, they had 
“much better be publiſhed. to the world 
than let them remain there uſeleſs: in- 
« deed, a large library ſerves not any 
other purpoſe than to mortify the ig- 
«« norant, by ſhewing them what they 
might have known; and great ſcholars 
the very little ſhare of knowledge they 
have been able to acquire.“ As we were 
returning home, we were ſtopped by a 
very great crowd, who ſeemed to be 
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aſſembled to ſee ſome extraordinary fight ; 
before I had time to enquire the reaſon, 
we perceived a great number of coaches 
at a diſtance, drawn. by horſes, richly 
harnaſſed, and followed by ſeveral ſer- 
vants'on foot; the carriages were full of 
ladies and gentlemen, elegantly dreſſed, 
and the ſmiles of mirth and good humour 
which enlivened their countenance, ſeem- 
ed to proclaim their ſatis faction, and indi- 
cate that they were going to celebrate 
ſome feſtival. What (faid I) is the 
« meaning of this numerous proceſſion 
« thus: adorned? Is it the entry of an 
« ambaſſador?” © So far from it, (ſaid 
0 the Florentine) it is a young woman 
going to take the yeil,” 
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« HIS anſwer ſeemed to me a 
very unaccountable one; as I 
had ever looked upon a young woman 
thus ſituated, as a victim whom the cru- 
elty or avarice of her parents had reduced 
to ſubmit to a dreadful impriſonment for 
life, and it was abſolutely impoſſible to 
reconcile an idea ſo very oppoſite, with 
the apparent. mirth of the joyous troop 
before me. You are, I perceive, ab- 
« ſolutely incredulous (ſaid the Ciceroni) 
but I am determined that you ſhall be 
* convinced of the manner in which 
our nuns make their profeſſion. I am 
intimately acquainted with ſome of the 
* young lady's relations, and they will 
look on the company of a ſtranger on 

H 6 — this 
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* this occaſion, as a particular favour ; 
6“ this is the laſt day of the cavalcade, 


* and they are going with the future 
„ nun to ſhew her whatever is worth 
« ſeeing in this city before her retire- 
ment; we will, if you pleaſe, follow 
Y « them directly, and be. witneſs to the 
id ceremony: if you are aſtoniſhed to ſee 
4 4 them ſo merry now, before the day is 
| N over you will be infinitely more ſur- 
4 prifed.” We looked about, and fol- 
lowed the proceſſion, and thus paraded 
ſeveral ſtreets, lined with ſpectators, and 
ſtopped, at the gate of a palace, where 
the whole company, retired. As this was 
the habitation. of the lady's father, my 
conductor preſented me to the maſter af 
the houſe as his friend, and I was pex- 
mitted the honour of fatuting the future 
veſtal, who wore a great number of very 


fine Jewels, and was. adorned with all the 
| graces 
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graces art and nature could beſtow, and 
dreſſed more like an elegant bride than a 
virgin conſecrated to heaven. We had 
an excellent dinner, at which the beauti- 
ful nun drank very freely with the gen- 
tlemen who' requeſted her to grant them 
that favour, and joined in ſeveral chanſons 
4 baire very devoutly. After this repaſt 
the coaches were again ordered, and I 
preſumed that ſome very pious a& of 
religion was to conſecrate the remainder 
of the day, but on the contrary, the nun 
and the whole company were carried to 
the theatre, where it is moſt probable 
they only waited our arrival to begin, as 
they inſtantly drew up the curtain, and 
began a ſerious opera, but in the midſt 
of the ſecond act, our party again roſe 
up, and went from thence to- the comic 
opera, and from thence to a third, where 
they played an Italian farce; and the bor 

mots 
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mots of harlequin, though not always 
conſiſtent with the ſtricteſt delicacy, ſeem- 
ed to entertain the young lady ex- 
ceedingly, as ſhe laughed louder than 
any other perſon ; here we ftaid till it 
was entirely finiſhed, and then returned 
to the palace. 
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Splendid ſupper waited for us, 
after which we went into a large 
hall, illuminated with luſtres, where the 
nun opened the ball, and danced very 
gracefully z we continued dancing till 
break of day, when we conducted the 
young creature to her convent ; ſhe went 
into it, and through the [grate of the 
chapel, the curtain being thrown back, 
we ſoon after beheld her, diveſted of her 
falhionable attire, and covered from 
head to foot with the diſmal dreſs of 
the order, and a veil thrown over her 
head : ſhe pronounced her vows with a 
a ſmile, embraced thoſe ladies who affiſt- 
ed at the ceremony, and we retired home, 
having been much pleaſed, well enter- 
tained, and undoubtedly moſt extremely 
edified by fo very religious a N to a 
monaſtic life. | 


FOLLY 


”- 
ft 


184% FASHIONABLE FOELIES, 


r O L L 1 cxcv. 


„NIA extreme impatience to ar- 


rive at Rome, made me quit 


| Fuſcany ſoon after, and } entered Rome 


at the very gate through the which 
Charles the Fifth and ſo many other 


heroes had paſſed before me. When 1 
got to the inn, Tagain choſe a Ciceron 
from among the officious gentlemen who 


Preſented themſelves for that purpoſe. I 
had no ſooner ſettled this important point, 
than my conductor deſired leave to wait 
on me the following morning, that we 
might proceed to viſit the moſt famous 


£ 


LEY 


antiquities; I endeavoured in vain to 
perſuade him, that moderns were to me 


infinitely more entertaining—he inſiſted 
upon it that it was a cuſtom every one 


2 


complied with, and I was obliged, much 


againſt 
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againſt my inclination, to ſpend whole 
mornings in viewing ' ſtatues, obeliſks, 
and triumphal arches, without number; 
and the more they were broken the more 
he expatiated on their beauties, but my 
ſentiments on theſe occafions did not per- 
fectly coincide with his; and the ruins 
of thoſe baths (which he appeared al - 
moſt to reverence) gave me not any 
other idea, than, that the ancient Ro- 
mans, were a very cleanly people: the 
demoliſned ampbitheatre was à proof 
that they had a taſte for public diver- 
ſions, and their magnificent mauſolæums, 
that in fondneſs for ſepulchral pomp, they 
even exceeded the moderns. I contem- 
plated; all; theſe with the eye of a phi- 
loſopher, that is to ſay,” with the moſt 
perfect indifference, which is the light 
one certainly ought to ſee every thing 
which bears not the leaſt analogy to the 

cuſtoms 
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euſtoms and manners of the preſent 
age; and I frequently aſked my con- 
ductor, whether the amphitheatre of 
Veſpaſian, or the pyramids of Egypt 
(though thoſe were rather foreign to the 
ſubject) could poſſibly inſtruct our ar- 
tilts to lodge us more commodiouſly, 
or more ſplendidly than we were at pre- 
ſent? but he looked on me with ſo much 
contempt for theſe obſervations, that I 
determined for the future to conceal 
my thoughts; and, in order to attain the 
reputation of a conuoiſſeur, become the 
faithful echo of all his expreſſions of ad- 
miration. He took me to all the princi- 
pal palaces, many of which contain 
paintings and antiquities of more value 
than the ſtructures themſelves. I was 
abſolutely wearied, fatigued, and tired 
to death with ſeeing all theſe things, and 


would c have paid double the ſum 
agreed 
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agreed on, to have been at reſt, but 
muſt then have given up every hope of 
being looked upon as a man of taſte and 
virtue, to obtain which, I daily ſuffered 
ten thouſand inconveniences, one of 
which (and not the leaſt) was the hor- 
rid cuſtom of riſing at day-break, which 
lengthened the morning to as many hours 
as compoſe the day of a man of faſhion, 
either here or in England, 


FO LLY 
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eh T length having performed all 
e the duties of a modern traveller, 
I* began to think of my departure, but 
my Giceroni finding it would be great- 
ly againſt his intereſt, thought of a 
method to detain me. My Lord, (ſaid 
he) you ſuppoſe that you have now 


« ſeen all that is worth your notice 


in Rome; but can you poſſibly pre- 
* vail on yourſelf to quit this city un- 
e acquainted with the privileges and 
& duties of a ciceſbeo or cavaliero ſer- 
% vente? a lady of my acquaintance 
* has juſt loſt one of hers, ſhe is in- 


« conſolable for his death, and none 
but 


* 
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« but a cavalier of merit and rank can 
« form the leaſt hope of replacing him 
„in her eſteem; will your lordſhip 
« deign to accept the poſt, and per- 
mit me to introduce you to the lady?” 
I conſented with pleaſure, but as I had 
hitherto looked upon this cuſtom as chi- 
merical, I defired him to give me a 
full explanation of the rights and at- 
tendance expected from me. You 
* muſt know, my Lord, (ſaid my in- 
fſtructor) that the ladies of Italy are 
attended by two gentlemen, who are 
* (or ſuppoſed to be) ſlaves to love; 
« but whoſe paſſion is confined within 
* the proper bounds of the moſt de- 
* licate reſerve, and require nothing 
* more to complete their happineſs than 
the ſight of the beloyed object; to 
* converſe with her, to receive now and 
8 then a ſmile, and ſometimes the per- 

« miſſion 
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< miſſion to kiſs her hand: this is the 
* whole amount of what they have a 
c“ right to expect; but the ſervices de- 
cc manded from them are of a very 
« different nature, the one preſents his 
„ arm” to 1a Sgnora when ſhe goes 
abroad, calls up her ſervants in pub- b 
c lick, takes care of her cloak, and 
ſometimes carries her lap dog; the 
* other paſſes the morning in her apart- 
* ment, aſſiſts at her toilet, prefides at 
«© her converſatione, and is at all times 
e to entertain her with his wit when 
4 ſhe is inclined to liſten to it; and 
* this cuſtom has been of ſo long a 
% continuance that the jealous Italians 
< are never alarmed on the account ff 
«6: the ciceſbeo, but look upon them as 
| e the moſt "vigilant guardians of the 

« fidelity of their wives.” © But is it 
* True "_ — a that your cice/- 

| ' & % bes 
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« beo, is really the harmleſs innocent ani- 
mal you deſcribe.” O that (anſwer- 
« ed he ſmiling) is another affair; it 
« js quite ſofficient that hitherto it has 
« as yet never happened, that they have 
« dared publicly to deviate from Platonic 
love; for which reaſon the huſbands 
4 are perfectly content, and quietly ſub- 
4 mit to the obſervance of this cuſtom.” 


* 


** 


— 
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Y nen called ts very next 
morning and conducted me 
to the was who was to become my deſ- 
potic queen; ſhe was a widow and turn- 
ed of thirty, yet ſtill might be account- 
ed a very beautiful woman ; ſhe con- 
deſcended to accept my ſervices, and 
the ſame hour I entered on my new em- 
ployment; and having paſſed a whole 
day in affecting a paſſion I did not 
feel, making compliments my heart did 
not allow to be juſt, and obliged to 
be ſubject to the caprice of a woman 
who had not the leaſt power over my 


affections, I did not wo her till ſhe 
retired 
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retired to reſt, and then returned home 
heartily wearied with this kind of 
promiſcuous Platonic love : I kept up, 
however, to this fatigmng character 
for three long days, when ſick of fo 
nonſenſical a ſituation, I determined 
to put an end to it, and took the 
liberty of throwing myſelf at her feet 
on the fourth day, and requeſting with 
the moſt earneſt intreaties for permiſ- 
fion to make love for the future in 
the Engliſh manner. Compaſiion to me 


as a ſtranger (I ſuppoſe) prevailed on 
the lady to grant my requeſt, which 
ſo enraged the ciceſbes of the inferior 
order; that one evening as I returned 
home he gave me three wounds in the 
back, and the night being very dark, 
I ſhould never have known to whom I 
was obliged, had he not left his poig- 


nard behind him; which knowing to be 
Vol. II. 1 2 
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his, as ſoon as my wounds (which proved 
neither deep nor dangerous) were heal- 

ed, I made a point of demanding ſa- 
tisfaction for this treachery ; and after two 
or three paſſes, run him through tle. 
body, and fortunately eſcaped undiſco- 
vered to my inn. 


FOLLY 
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2 irg; giving myſelf time 

for repoſe, I ſat out as faſt as 
the horſes could carry me, for the Civita 
Vecchia, where I deſigned to embark for 
Spain, and luckily found there a veſſel 
ready to ſail for Barcelona : I gladly em- 
barked with all my luggage, and could 
not think myſelf in ſafety till we had 
failed ſome leagues: as ſoon as arrived at 
Barcelona, I took poſt for Madrid ; but 
it is not poſſible to travel with the ſame 
expedition in Spain, as in France or in 
England, as poſt horſes are ſcarce, vil- 
lages very diſtant, and the inns ſo very 
i provided of accommodation, that if 
> perſons 
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perſons do not take with them their 
own proviſion, and even proper uten- 
ſils to dreſs it, they may be famiſhed 
on the road ; beſides which, the rats, mice, 
and other vermin are ſo inſupportable, that 
it is with great difficulty a good night's 
repoſe can be obtained, even if a tra- 
veller ſhould be provident enough to 


take his own bed with him, 


FOLLY 
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* HEN I was within one day's 

journey of Madrid, my provi- 
ſions were quite exhauſted, and was diſ- 
treſſed how to procure a ſupply, when I 
arrived at a little deſpicable looking houſe 
honoured with the name of an inn, and 
was much rejoiced to fee before the 
fire, ſpits with ſeveral ſorts of game, and 
large ſtewpans, in which were ſauces, 
ſoups, and ragouts, the ſmell} of which 
was ſufficient to create an appetite. L 
nad no ſooner alighted than I eagerly 
enquired what I could have for ſupper. 
* In general (ſaid my landlord) my 
* lord, I could furniſh a table fit for 
= 3 « the 
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the Infant himſelf, or any other Prince 
* of the blood, yet to-night, we cannot 
“provide you with any thing; but to- 
ce morrow you may have whatever you 
** pleaſe.” To- morrow, (replied I, ea- 
“ gerly;) why friend, I am almoſt famiſh- 
* ed at this inſtant, therefore bring me 
* ſomething to eat immediately.” *I am 
very ſorry it is not in my power (ſaid he 
4 gravely) but it is an abſolute fact, no- 
thing of any kind can poſitively be had 
here till to-morrow ; I have not any 
* thing of my own in the houſe to dreſs 
for you, and even if I had, my ſervants 
are now too much engaged to prepare 
it. For whom then (ſaid I) are all theſe 
4 various diſhes now dreſſing in your kit- 
4 chen ?” © For the ſupper (anſwered 
c“ he) of Signior Don Alonzo—Cata- 
C plinos—Alphonſos— A loyas de Zuga- 
4 rate, who never travels without plen- 
* Ly 


2 
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« ty of proviſion, yet, for all that, it is im- 
i poſlible for me to procure any part of it 
for you.“ Judge Marquis, how greatly I 
muſt be provoked to hear him argue thus 
calmly, whilſt I was ſix leagues from 
any other habitation, and even if I could 
attain it, might not probably be better 
accommodated. I laid hold of the fel- 
low and nearly ftrangled him, when 
(on hearing a diſturbance) the noble Spa- 
niard came to enquire the cauſe of it, and, 
on being made acquainted with my diſ- 
reſs, politely invited me to partake of his 
ſupper; and finding that I was proceeding 
to Madrid, propoſed we ſhould the next 
day ſet out at the ſame time, and travel to- 
gether : we did fo, and during our route 

became fo very ſociable, that the Don 
made me the confident of his paſſion for a 

beautiful lady, named Cecilia, for whom 

be profeſſed the moſt perfect adoration. 

I 4 2 
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« Yes, (cried he with tranſport) I confeſs 
* to you Jam the happieſt of men: far 
from treating me with the leaſt degree 
* of rigour, the object of my affection 
«* deigns to receive my vows; and I have 
* the greateſt reaſon to be happy in her 
< indulgence, ſince ſhe grants me every 
thing a lover can aſk, You ſhall this 
* night be witneſs to the ſupreme felicity 
« ] enjoy, and accompany me to my 
ce charming miſtreſs.” I congratulated 
Zugarate on his good fortune, and aſſured 
him how fenſible I was of the confidence 
he had repoſed in me. We arrived at Ma- 
drid early in the afternon, and ſoon after 
our entrance into the city, paſſed by 2 
very magnificent houſe which he told 
me was the reſidence of his adorable 
Cecilia; for which reaſon we paſled ſe- 
veral times up and down the ſtrect, 


yet had not any reaſon to think that 
we 


* 
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we were obſerved, or this piece of ga- 
lantry the leaſt attended to by the fair one. 
The Spaniard, however, was perfectly ſa- 
tisfied with having viewed her windows, 
and as. he had not any hope of an in- 
terview till midnight, he promiſed to 
call on me at that hour, that 1 might 
accompany him to his aſſignation; in 
the mean time, he conducted me to 
an excellent inn, and ſtrongly recom- 
mended it to the landlord to be par- 
ticularly attentive. to me; and at the 
appointed hour, he came muffled up 
in a long cloak, which concealed moſt 
part of his face; under one arm he 
carried a very long ſword, and in 
the other hand was a guittar z he then 
lapped me up in a cloak like his own, and 
though the night was extremely dark, 
and the ftreets very dirty, we ſet out' 
on our perigrination, Which was not a 

15 1 
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very agreeable one, as we were ſoon two 
as dirty knight errants as can be con- 
ceived ; and to add to our inconveniency, 
were continually running againſt other 
muſicians, many of whom like buttreſſes 
were ſtanding as cloſe as poſſible to the 
walls of different manſions: at laſt we came 
to the abode of the goddeſs of Signior Zu- 
garate; as ſoon as we arrived under her 
window, after ſeveral profound ſighs he 
drew out his guittar and played ſeveral 
tender airs, and afterwards accompanied 
with. his voice a very lamentable ſonnet, 
compoſed by himſelf in praiſe of his mil> 
treſs; the accompaniment was however ſo 
diſcordant, andthe contortions of his body 
ſo very ridiculous, that I could ſcarce re- 
frain from laughter; the clock now ſtruck. 
four, yet the amoraſo ſtill continued his 
muſic till I was heartily tired, and wiſhed. 
him at the devil yery ſincerely. I didevery 
thing 
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thing in my power to perſuade him to re- 
tire, but in vain; at laſt the window open- 
| ed, and I diſcerned (through the lattice) 
the figure of a woman : Don Zugarate in- 
ſtantly began to pour forth a thouſand 
profeſſions of love, and as many antedilu- 
vian complements and old faſhioned vows 
of conſtancy, to which no other an- 
ſwer was made than a very abrupt en- 
quiry of whom he had with him; he 
informed the fair inquiſitive my name; 
that I was an Engliſhman, lodged at 
ſuch an inn, was his intimate friend, 
and had that very day arrived at Ma- 
drid. When he had ended this intel- 
ligence, an hand whiter than ſnow was 
paſſed through the bars of the lattice 
which I concluded after this introduc- 
tion, was intended for me to Kiſs, 1 
therefore raĩſed my arm reſpectfully to 
take it, but whilſt my lips were fixed upon 
| I 6 | it, 
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it, the love-ſick Spaniard, not doubting 
but the favour was meant for him alone, 
laid his hands on one of mine and kiſ- 
ſed it with the utmoſt rapture : we were 
then ordered to retire, which we obeyed, 
and on our return home, Don Zugarate 
aſked me, (if I did not look upon him as. 
the happieſt of mankind ?) © If this (ſaid 
« J) is the ſum total of your felicity, it 
< muſt be owned your wiſhes are eaſily 
4 ſatisfied.” Heavens! (ſaid he) is not 
<. mine the height of human happineſs ? 
« have I not paſſed the greateſt part 
« of this night under the window of 
c her whom I adore? did ſhe not con- 
« deſcend to ſhew herſelf to me through 
« the lattice, without ſeeming diſpleaſed 
s at the proofs I gave her of my paſſion? 
« and have not I been permitted to 
« kiſs one of the moſt beautiful hands 
E in the world ? happy! ſuperlatively 
2. - S bappy 
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« happy ſhould I be, were it poſſible 
« to pals my whole life in the tranſ- 
e ſports I have this night experienced !” 
Theſe fort of exclamations were conti- 
nued till we arrived at the inn where 
I wiſhed the happy lover a good night, or 
rather a good morning and retired to reſt, 
and reſolved never more to be of a love 
party in Spain, where I was not a princi- 
pal character, 
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66 Did not riſe till late, and was dreſ- 
1 ſing when J was informed a per- 
ſon deſired to ſpeak with me; conclud- 
ing it could be no other than Don 
Zugarate, I ordered him to be ſhewn 
in directly; but to my aſtoniſhment, there 
entered an old woman covered almoſt 
to her feet with a long black veil; at 
her girdle hung a large bunch of keys 
on the one ſide, and on the other a 
very long roſary. © My ſon, (ſaid the 
* old hag) I have the honour to be 
« the reſpectable Duenna of Donna Ce- 
* cilia, whom you and Don Zugarate 
« entertained at her window laſt night; 
„ my lady has a very particular par- 
* tiality for ſtrangers, and, indeed, 
“ having brought her up from a child, 
I am generally very indulgent to her 


little caprices, therefore, follow me, 
and 
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« and I will introduce you to her im- 
« mediately through a private door of 
« which I alone have a key ; but, be- 
„ fore I grant you this favour, I muſt 
« inform you, that there is a certain 
& condition annexed to it, which is, that 
« you muſt moſt religiouſly ſwear to me, 
that the moment you quit my miſtreſs, 
you will not only leave Madrid, but 
« the kingdom of Spain directly; and 
« alſo that I ſhall be at liberty to come 
back here with you and ſee you get 
into your chaile for that purpoſe ; but 
“you mult reſolve to keep your pro- 
* miſe very fincerely (for your own ſake,) 
nas the vengeance of an enraged Spa- 
„ niſh woman is a. ſerious matter: you 
* underſtand me, I dare ſay.” I heſi- 
tated when ſhe had done ſpeaking, be- 

fore I returned any anſwer, not that I 
ſerupled to forego ſeeing the eſcurial, 
Or, 
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or, indeed, any other part of Spain, rather 
than loofe a zete-4-tete with a fine woman; 
but my Venetian intrigue ran till in my 
head, and the adventure of the ſack 
was not entirely obliterated from my 
memory: at laſt, © Are you certain (ſaid 
& T) that I run not the leaſt riſque in 
“this matter ?? © You may rely upon 
* me, returned ſhe, (and the word of 
« Dona Jacintha Pedronina Ladrodina 
* was never diſputed by the braveſt 
& cavalier in Spain); my meaſures are 
* too well taken not to ſucceed, and 
ce the father of Cecilia is an old do- 
© tard whom I can make believe what 
ic eyer I think proper; and depend upon 
& jt he ſhall never interrupt your con- 
« yerfation.” Theſe words determined 
me to accept her invitation, and I pro- 
miſed an implicit obedience to her in- 


1 nct ion. 
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« T Preſented the Duenna with a hand- 
ful of gold, which ſhe pocketed 

with the utmoſt eagerneſs, aſſuring me 
at the ſame time, that ſhe was the 
moſt diſintereſted woman in the world; 
ſhe then pulled down her veil and I 
lapped myſelf in my cloak, and we went 
through ſeverat unfrequented ſtreets, till 
we came to the door of a garden 
which ſhe opened, and conducted me 
through ſeveral walks to the apartment 
of Cecilia; but before I entered, the Du- 
enna took out of a cupboard in the anti- 
chamber a pair of flippers of a very 
peculiar form, and laid them on the 
threſhold of the door through which 
I was to paſs, without giving me any 
reaſon for ſo doing; when I entered 
the chamber of Cecilia, 1 was dazzled 
with 
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with her beauty; her complexion was 
brown, but animated, and I never be- 
held a more infinuating countenance ; 
the appeared not more than eighteen, 
was elegantly formed, had large black 
eyes, a charming mouth, and ſo much 
life and vivacity that ſhe ſeemed born 
to inſpire every idea of love and joy. 
« Is he willing to ſubmit to the terms 
L I havepropoled (ſaid Cecilia to the old 
on woman, as I entered)?“ © Yes, ma- 
e dam, (returned ſhe) he quits the king- 
e dom in the ſame hour that he leaves this 
apartment. Ah madam ! (cried I, 
« throwing myſelf at her feet) what con- 
dition would I not ſubmit to, in order 
«* to, attain the happineſs I now enjoy? 
and be affured that if I quit Ma- 
« drid with regret, it will be for no 
„ other reaſon than that I muſt at 


« the ſame time, leave behind me 
e the 
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e the moſt charming creature in the 
« world, the divine Cecilia, in ador- 
„ing whom, I could wiſh to ſpend 
« all my future life.” Though it is very 
certain I expreſſed myſelf very imper- 
fectly in the Spaniſh language, yet the 
lady appeared very well ſatisſied with 
my compliment, and the complaiſant 
Duenna being retired (to count over 
the gold I. had given her) Cecilia con- 
feſſed to me that, being by chance 
“ looking through the lattice when 1 
« and Don Zugarate paſſed and re- 
« paſſed her houſe, ou our entrance to 
Madrid the day before, ſhe was charm- 
* cd with my perſon and figure, and was 
happy to find that J accompanied him 
to her window in the evening, as by 
* that means ſhe learnt my name, and 
„ where I was to be found; declared ſhe 
looked upon Zugarate as a formal 

« fool, 
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fool, ſo far infatuated with the old- 
« faſhioned cuſtoms of his country, that 
* he had no other idea of happineſs 
* but what he enjoyed by thrumming 
* his guittar under her window, and 
that he could never poffibly inſpire 
t“ any other paſſion than contempt; not- 
% withſtanding which, ſhe acknowledged 
© ſhe meant moſt certainly to marry him, 
& jf ſne met not with a more advantageous 
* offer.” Our converſation had laſted 
two hours, but was not near fo ſenti- 
mental as thoſe which the fair one held 
with Zugarate, when we heard a noiſe 
near the door of the chamber. © I will 
© go in (cried a voice, which ſounded to 
„ me more dreadful than thunder;) I 
* hope I may be permitted to go into 
« the apartment of my daughter when- 
e ever I think proper. Tour conduct 
% Jacintha is over-nice—T tell you her 
ce brother 
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brother is returned, and longs to em- 
„ brace her.” Ah! (ſaid Cecilia) that is 
my father, he is coming hither,” When 
ſhe ſaid theſe words I trembled from 
head to foot, and would gladly have 
been tranſported in an ' inſtant to the 
very ſummit of the Pyrenean moun- 
tains, but recovered myſelf when I heard 
the cracked voice of the Duenna expoſtu- 
lating with him. What are you about, 
& (cried ſhe) my lord? would you in- 
<* terrupt the duties of our holy religion? 
edo you not ſee the ſandals of his reve- 
4 rence at the door of my lady's apart- 
* ment, forbid the approach of any 
« one.” Theſe words had a marvellous 
effect; the conteſt was at an end, and all 
being quiet, Cecilia aſſured me we were 
no longer liable to any interruption. 


' 


FOLLY 


back ſtairs, fafely into the ſtreet, and 
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ce Al LL her 118 were not, 

however, ſufficient: to baniſh my 
apptchenſions entirely; for though I af- 
fected to be perfectly eaſy, yet I was 
alarmed at every noiſe I heard. I was 
obliged to remain till night in the apart. 
ment of Cecilia; and as ſoon as it was 


dark, the careful matron came to inform 
us it was time to part. The faithful miſ- 
treſs and future wife of Don Zugarate 
then embraced me moſt affectionately, 
and put me once more in mind of my pro- 
miſed departure, and that we mult never 


meet again; the old w then took 


my hand, and conducted me along an 


unfrequented gallery, down a pair of 


from 


p 
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from thence we went together to the 
inn, when my ſervants ſeeing me fo ac- 
companied, and hearing me order my 
chaiſe to get ready directly for my im- 
mediate departure, concluded I was 
going to carry off the old lady as 
the moſt curious antiquity of Spain; 
ſhe was content with ſeeing me ſafe in 
my carriage, and then returned to her 
lady, whilſt my poſtilions took the 
road to Catalogna, that province being 
neareſt to the Pyrenees; and when ar- 
rived at the foot of thoſe mountains, 
(which ſeem intended by nature as the 
boundaries of France and Spain,) I left 
my carriage, got upon a mule, and 
with great difficulty climbed the aſcent, 
and in a few days after entered France, 
by Perpignan, anticipating in idea the 
pleaſures I was going to enjoy in this 
dear, delightful kingdom, 
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« PHE abrupt manner in which! 


had quitted Spain, certainly pre- 
vented my viſiting ſome places I intended, 


the theatre in particular; and the only na- 


tional obſervation I had time to make, 


-was, that the ſtreets of Madrid are kept 
moſt diſguſtingly dirty; but ſtill from 
this early adventure of mine, I had an op- 
portunity of being perfectly well acquaint- 
ed with the character of the Spaniſh ladies, 
and the abſurd cuſtoms of their lovers, 
and I then determined that I would be tho- 


roughly acquainted with France; and, in- 
deed, you will find that I have not been a 
ſuperficial 'obſerver, for, from my firſt 


entrance into it, I conſtantly enquired 


(whenever I changed horſes,) what were 
the 
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the curioſities of the town, though I could 
rot always ſtop to view them. At Tou- 
louſe I learned, that the doors and win- 
dows of the town houſe were of equal di- 
menſions. At Cahorſlat, that the firſt time 
the Biſhop makes his public entry into 
the town, a particular Viſcount is obliged 
to hold the bridle of his mule bare-head- 
ed. At Limoyes, I underſtood that the 
inhabitants are ſo amazingly fond of cheſ- 
nuts, that they uſe them by way of ſauce 
to all kinds of diſhes, - At Orleans, I en- 
quired into the truth of the ſtory of the fa- 
mous Joan, and my landlord told me moſt 
people believed it to be a fact: I like- 
wile obſerved, as I travelled along, that 
France abounds in a multitude of public 
roads, which I take to be a very great 
addition to the country, ſince ſtraight 
lines, bordered with trees on each fide, 
are certainly much more beautiful and 

Yor II, K pleaſing 


— — gar nary nnmngr —ää—ͤ—ñ— 8 — ͤ—ꝓ—jä1“⅜1 — — — * 


218 FASHIONABLE FOLLIES. 
pleaſing to the eye, than a variety of in- 


; termingled fields, meadows, and vine- 
g yards; but I was not, I acknowledge, 


any judge of theſe things till I had made 
this tour: and it is really wonderful, 
Marquis, to think how young men im- 
prove themſelves by travelling, both in 
addreſs and behaviour, not to mention 
taſte. Some wiſe people ſay, indeed, it 
tends to corrupt the morals, but I fay 
ſo much the better if it does ; for they 
are now grown a mere obſolete word, 
and baniſhed, thank heaven! from all 
polite ſociety, and I hope, if ever I had 
any when I came from home, I ſhall 
contrive to leave them behind me, 
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* T Have now been in Paris ſix months; 
and as you know, Marquis, I live 

at a very great expence, I enjoy all the 
pleaſures of a charming ſociety, beſides 
a great number of intimate friends; for 
though I do not go to bed till four in 
the morning, and riſe at twelve at noon, 
yet I am fatigued almoſt to death every 
day by the endeavour to fulfil all the en- 
gagements I have upon my hands ; in 
ſhort, the delicious pleaſures of Paris 
exceed my moſt ſanguine imagination. 
Your opera women are moſt delightful 
creatures z it is true, we are obliged to 
purchaſe their favours at an immenſe 
price, but I think it a very fortunate 
K 2 —_ 


| 
} 
1 
| 


i 
0 
1 
« 
{ 
51 


226 FASHIONABLE FOLLIES. 


circumſtance that ſuch divinities are to 
be purchaſed at any rate; and if you 
wiſh for ſomething of an entanglement, 
with a little more the appearance of a ſen- 
timental paſſion, the women of rank are 
not unfaſhionably cruel, neither are 
aſſignations ſo dangerous here as in 
Spain and Italy ; for French huſbands are 
too well bred to be diſpleaſed with an ele- 
gant young fellow for paying his devoirs 
to their wife. As to me, (ſince I left our 
little Adelaide to the hair-dreſſer,) I have 
been engaged to a Counteſs, for I muſt 
lay, I have been pretty equally ſucceſsful 
at both court and theatre; and to confeſs 
the truth, find little: difference' between 
the conduct of the dancer, who receives 
lovers from avarice, or the fine lady, 
who enſnares them for the ane 
af her waar, 15 | 
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HE recital of Lord Warton's ad- 
ventures had diſſipated the gloom 
which hung on the Marquis, who thank- 
& him for the entertainment they had 
afforded him; he then left my lord, and 
went to ſee his tragie nymph play Zara. 
He was charmed with the applauſe ſhe 
received,. which he conſidered as a con- 
firmation of his taſte in the choice of a 
miſtreſs ; for, as he had not the leaſt real 
affection for her, ſhe/ always either roſe 
or ſunk! in his eſtimation. according to 
the degree of approbation ſhe met with 
from the public: enraptured with the 
manner in which ſhe had repreſented 
the character, he went as ſoon as the 
play was over, behind the ſcenes, to 
tell her that he meant to bring 
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ſome friends to ſup with her that even- 
ing: not meeting with her behind the 
curtain, he went ſoftly up to her dreſſing- 
room; when he came near the door, he 


heard ſome one ſpeaking in a low voice, 


but impaſſioned accent; he liſtened at- 
tentively, and finding it the voice of the 


| heroine, he concluded ſhe was repeating 


to herſelf, and gently opened the door; 
but, to his ſurprize, was ſoon convinced 
that theſe tender epithets were not ad- 
dreſſed either to an inviſible or an un- 
grateful lover, for he beheld the firſt tra- 
gedian kneeling before her, whilſt ſhe 
was declaring an unabated paſſion for 
him, in the moſt explicit terms, The 
Marquis was not very well pleaſcd at 
this diſcovery ; but as his heart was en- 
tirely free from any thing like love for 
this fair inconſtant, he reſolved to give her 
up with all the nonchalance which ſo 

eminently 
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eminently diſtinguiſhes the man of fa- 
ſhion ; therefore, addreſſing himſelf to 
the lovers, who expected to ſee him on 
his entrance very much enraged, he ſaid 
in a theatrical tone of voice, and the 


cloſeſt imitation. of the voice and manner 
of the actreſs when on the ſtage : 


Forgive me, beauteous Princeſs, that 

«© 1 thus intrude with eye prophane 

« Into the ſecret haunts of love and fond 
« affection; 


's Yet, oh! alas! it is to bid adieu ſ—a 
„long adieu! | 


* And may you thus for ever bleſs the Man 
« To whom D'Illois' content—refigns your 
«© charms,” 


He then burſt into a ſarcaſtic laugh,an d 
retired, whilſt they both remained cover 
ed with confuſion. The lady deplored her 
fate in the moſt pathetic terms, and was 
almoſt in fits with vexation to ſee herſelf 
ſo eaſily given up, and utterly hopeleſs 
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of ever obtaining another man of quality 
for her lover, ſince it is an eſtabliſhed 
and invariable rule in the faſhionable 
world, that no man of the ton will ever 
wiſh to gain the affections of a woman, 
whom ſome of his friends would not be 
reduced to diſpair by the loſs of, 
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T HE Marchioneſs D'Illois having 

ſupt one evening with a faſhionable 
party, at the houſe of a friend, got into 
her carriage about four o'clock in a 
winter's morning, in order to return 
home, moſt exceedingly out -of temper 
with a bad run of cards; the coachman 
and footman were half aſleep, and the 
horſes almoſt frozen with cold, having 
waited. at leaſt five hours in the ſtreet; 
ſhe got haſtily: into the coach, and it 
had drove ſome paces before ſhe per- 
ceived there was a man laying on the 
oppoſite ſide r extremely terriſied, fear 
rendered her both ſpeechleſs. and im- 
| moveable for a few moments, but when 
ſhe was a little recovered from her firſt 
ſurpriſe, ſhe perceived he was in a pro- 
found ſleep, Madame D'Illois was juſt 
K 5 going 
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going to pull the ſtring to enquire into 
the reaſon of this intruſion, when the 
coachman - ſtopped ſhort, and the car- 
riage was ſurrounded by footpads, who 
in a rough voice, and with the moſt 
dreadful imprecations threatened her with 


inſtant death, if ſhe did not © deliver her 


« purſe, watch, and jewels on the in- 
« ſtant.” Far from being able to com- 
ply with their demand, ſhe fainted away, 
but theſe words had fortunately a very 
different efſect on the ſpirits of her un- 
known companion, who inſtantly waked, 
and drew a piſtol from his boſom, and 
preſenting it at the window, Fear not, 
Madam, (ſaid he to the Marchioneſs) 


rely on me, and J will defend you at 


the hazard of my life.? The robbers 


who did not expect to meet with any 


but a female in the coach, were ſeized 


with a pannic, and ran away in confuſion; 
the 
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the footman called loudly for the watch, 
and the coachman whipped his horſes 
with great ſpeed: the motion of the 
carriage brought the Marchioneſs to life, 
when her conductor addreſſed himſelf to 
her in the gentleſt accents, © Be no 
longer alarmed, Madam, (ſaid he) the 
« villains are fled, and I am happy to 
have had in my power to have rendered 
you this ſervice, yet, cannot help being 
„ ſurpriſed to find a lady can poſſibly 
run the riſque of being alone in a 
« carriage at this hour of the night; it 
is not, I believe, a very general cuſtom 
* for women to return after midnight 
* unattended, ſince they may be liable 
to other inſults, if not as dangerous, 
yet full as diſagreeable as that you 
* have now met with.“. 
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A Loud laugh was all the reply made 

by Madame D'Illois to this remon- 
ſtrance, which, as her defender was at a 
toſs to gueſs the reaſon of, he remained 
filent, and doubted not but he had ſaid 
ſomething very abſurd, © May I requeſt 
* the favor of knowing, Sir, (ſaid the 
« Marchioneſs) how I come to have the 


-« pleaſure of finding you in my coach? * 


«© Really madam, (anſwered the gentle- 
man) I was juſt going to aſk the ſame 
% queſtion of you. I am madam, a 


* man of fortune, come from a very 


« diſtant province, on account of a law 
« ſuit which is now depending; and be- 
« ing obliged to ſolicit perſons who live 

| very 
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« yery diſtant from each other, I hired a 
* remiſe for the day; and going this 
« evening to ſupper, at the houſe of a 
5 friend very near this place, I ordered 
ce the coach-man to fetch me at twelve; 
« after ſtaying an hour and a half, 
I came out of the houſe, intending to 
« walk home; but having gone a few 
« paces and ſeeing a coach waiting, con- 
&« cluded it was mine, left by the coach- 
% man whilſt he was diverting himſelf at 
« the alehouſe : tired with calling for 
« him, and finding it very diſagreeable 
« to ſtand in the ſtreet in the dark, I 
4 pot into the carriage and ſoon after 
« fell afleep, and waked not a little 
« ſurprifed to find I had a lady for a 
% companion.“ *© | This miſtake is 
« eafily accounted for, (ſaid Madame 
« D'Illois laughing) and you have only 
got into my coach inſtead of your 
| at own.” 
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« own.” Theſe words ſhocked the pro- 
vincial exceedingly; he was confuſed 
and ſeemed to apprehend he had been 
guilty of a moſt unpardonable rudeneſs, 
| he ſtammered a thouſand incoherent ap- 
pologies:— to add to his confuſion, the 
coach ſoon after drove into a ſpacious 
court yard to the door of a magnificent 
hotel, where he ſaw an elegant ſtair caſe 
lighted in the moſt ſuperb ſtile ; he of. 
fered the Marchioneſs his hand to conduct 
her to her apartment and then prepared 
to retire, though Madame D'Illois repea- 
_ tedly preſſed him to ſtay for half an hour; 
he pleaded that it was extremly late, that 
ſhe muſt be diſcompoſed by her fright 
and want reſt, and it was with the greateſt 
difficulty ſhe could prevail on him to 
ſuffer her equipage to conduct him home: 
with evident ſigns of humility he requeſt- 
ed permiſſion to enquire after her the 

next 
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next day—fo different are the provincial 
confined ideas of politeneſs when com- 
pared to thoſe very liberal ſentiments of 
perſons of faſhion, which diſtinguiſh the 
the young men of the preſent age, whoſe 
approbation is teſtified by rudeneſs, and 
who are never civil but to thoſe women 
whom they diſlike. 
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A NADAME D'lllois was not perfectly 


pleaſed with being ſo reſpectfuly 
treated ; ſhe was angry at the timidity 
with which he addrefied her, for in the 
very ſhort time ſhe had been with him, 
his countenance pleaſed her extremely, 
whilſt the novelty of a conqueſt over an 
heart ſo intirely unacquainted with the 
world, flattered her vanity; and as the 
fervice he had rendered her, gave him 


aà kind of claim to her notice and ac- 


quaintance, the Marchioneſs determin- 
ed to exert all her art to inſpire him witn 
a paſſion, which, ſhe did not doubt but 
his want of knowledge of the world would 
improve into a romantic one, which would 


afford her more amuſement than any of 
thoſe 
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thoſe faſhionable amours ſhe had hi- 
therta been engaged in : having formed 
this reſolution, ſhe paſſed the reſt of the 
night in dreaming of the fine perſon 
and inſinuating voice of her deliverer, 
and waked early with the idea of receiv- 
ing his promiſed morning viſit. 


n FOLLY 
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HE charms of the beautiful Mar- 
chioneſs had made no ſmall impref- 

fion on the heart of her new acquaintance; 
he bleſſed the fortunate accident by 
which he had been ſerviceable to fo love- 
ly a woman, and was tranſported with 
the thought that he ſhould behold her 
the next morning ; he therefore roſe carly 
and having dreſſed himſelf to the great- 
eſt advantage, flew to the hotel of Ma- 
dame D'Illois; but what was his diſa- 
pointment when he heard ſhe was not yet 
awake: l fear then (ſaid he to the 
« porter) that my impatience to pay 
% my reſpects to your lady, has made 
e me come at an improper hour, as I 
« preſume it cannot be ſo late as I had 
imagined ; 
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« imagined ; but, (continued he, look- 
« ing at his watch) ſure, friend, your 
lady cannot be aſleep at half paſt 
„twelve.“ The Servant ſmiled at the 
ſimplicity of the queſtion.— Do you 
% not know, fir, (anſwered he) that 
« ladies of quality never wake before 
« three ?** The provincial bluſhed, on 
finding he had thus expoſed his igno- 
rance of bon tou, and retired haſtily, 
ſaying he would return; he then went to 
take a walk, concluding that it was un- 
doubtedly the faſhion at Paris, not to 
pay morning viſits to ladies till after 


dinner. 
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| HE? returned again, a few minutes 
before the hour appointed: the 
Marchioneſs had juſt rung her bell, and 
when ſhe heard the ſtranger was below, ſhe 
ordered her looking glaſs to be brought 
to her, and having put on her moſt be- 
coming night dreſs, ordered him to be 
admitted before ſhe roſe. Her unfaſhio- 
nable viſitor was extremely furpriſed on- 
being introduced into her bedcham- 
ber; and not doubting but ſhe was dan- 
gerouſly ill with the fright ſhe had un- 
dergone, he advanced on tip toe to the 
bedſide, and enquired after her health 
in a very incoherent manner; whilſt the 
Marchioneſs, adorned with all the negli- 
gent graces of refined coquetry, was 
reclined on her pillows in the moſt be- 
coming attitude ; and conſcious that ſhe 


looked enchantingly handſome, ordered 
| the 


— 
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the ſhutters to be opened and the curtains 
drawn up. The poor provincial was 
ſo aſtoniſhed at this reception, that he 
ſcarce dare raiſe his eyes to Madame 
D'lllois, but ſeated himſelf at a reſpectful 
diſtance, leaſt he ſhould offend her by 
his preſumption ; and after an hour ſpent 
in talking very fluently (on the part of 
the Marchioneſs) on the evening's adven- 
ture, with anſwers in monoſyllables from 
her deliverer, he retired, but was invited 
to dinner the following day ; after which 
they went to the opera, and then ſupped 
tete q tete. The timid admirer thus en- 
couraged, grew more bold, and on find- 
ing that the more familiar he grew the 
better he was received, took courage 
and behaved with ſo proper a degree of 
preſumption, that in leſs than five days 
from their firſt acquaintance, he became 
the favoured lover of Madame D'lllois. 
FOLLY 
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THE Marchioneſs became ſo ex- 
tremely attached to her new lover, 
that her whole time was entirely devoted 
to him; and, for the enjoyment of his 
ſociety, ſhe gave up all public diverſions, 
all private parties, and every amuſement 
ſhe was once ſo fond of; and not content 
with being inſeparable when in Paris, 
they frequently quitted the town and went 
for three or four days into the country, for 
the pleaſure of being together without 
interruption ;. and ſo great was their ap- 
parent ſympathy and affection, that it 
ſeemed impoſſible any accident could 
ariſe, to deſtroy their felicity. For a whole 
month did they continue the friends, 
companions, and lovers of cach other; 

but 
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but, at the.end of that period, he was 
obliged to go into the country on particu- 
lar buſineſs relative to his law ſuit, and 
was to be detained there three long days, 
As his time was to be intirely devoted to 
buſineſs, Madame D'Illois could not ac- 
company him; but ſhe ſuffered ſo much 
from the idea of his leaving her, tho? for 
ſo ſhort a time, that her ſighs and tears 
pierced him to the heart, and he gene- 
rouſly almoſt wiſhed himſelf leſs beloved, 
rather than ſee her ſuffer ſo much from 
her extreme fondneſs and exquiſite ſenſi- 
bility ; at length he tore himſelf from her 
embraces, after repeating a thouſand 
vows of conſtancy, and making the moſt 
ſolemn promiſe to accelerare his return by 
every means in his power. 
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x þ RUE to. his word, and agreeable 

to his inclination, at the expiration 
of the three days, he returned to Paris, 
and was ſet down at the door of the Mar- 
chioneſs, having pictured to himſelf for 
the laſt ten leagues, the joy with which 
he ſhould be received and the delight 
ſhe would expreſs at his punctuality ; 
but to his ſurpriſe, Madame D'Illois did 
not riſe from her ſeat on his apperance, 
and treated him with ſuch coldneſs that ſhe 
ſcarce deigned to look upon him; and after 
having aſked him a few queſtions relative 
to his journey, which ſhe fold him (ſhe 
thought had been extremely expeditious), 


ſhe complained of a very violent head 
. ach; 
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ach; and, finding that hint did not fucceed 
according to her wiſhes, by obliging him 
to retire, but that on the contrary he ex- 
preſſed his ſorrow. for her indiſpoſition, 
and wiſhed to ſtay to entertain her, ſhe 
repulſed his careſſes with diſdain, quar- 
relled with him violently for treating her 
with ſo little reſpect; and abſolutely for- 
bid him for the future to continue his 
viſits. The poor - provincial ſhocked to 
the laſt, degree, at the alteration in her 
behaviour, retired in diſorder, and as he 
had really a very ſincere paſſion for the 
Marchioneſs, could ſcarcely reſtrain his 
tears; yet, as he could not comprehend 
the cauſe of this behaviour, he flattered 
himſelf that it was the mere caprice of a 
line woman, and that love would ſoon ſeal 
his pardon for a fault which had been in- 
voluntary, and vainly hoped that this little 


altercation, would ſweeten their reconcilia- 
Vor, II. L tion, 
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tion. Thus erroneouſly did he judge of a 
faſhionable female heart, as if ſuceptible 
of the ſame ſenſations which are the reſult 
of artleſs truth and amiable ſincerity in 
the boſom of innocence and modeſty, 
Deluded by the hope of finding thoſe 
virtues in Madame D'Illois, with which 
ſhe was wholly unacquainted, he ventur- 
ed the next day to call at her door, but 
ſhe was not at home; and having repeated 
his viſits till the fourth day, he was then 
told, © That it would be entirely needleſs 
« to give himſelf any further trouble, 
„% as it was her politive orders that he 
« ſhould never more be admitted,” 
Finding he could not obtain the favour of 
a private audience, he then endeavoured to 
ſee her at a third place, not doubting but 
the ſight of a man whom ſhe had ſo ten- 
derly loved, would once more awaken her 
affection, and reſtore him to happineſs. 

5 Fe” He 
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He was ſo fortunate at laſt as to meet 
her at the houſe of a friend (to whom 
ſhe had introduced him), and where' 
the company vas ſo numerous that 
they might hold a converſation unobſerv- 
ed: he trembled when ſhe entered, but 
at laſt took courage to addreſs himſelf to 
her with the energy of a lover and the 
familiarity of an old acquaintance. The 
Marchioneſs liſtened to him with the moſt 
chilling civility, returned him ſeveral low 
courteſies as anſwers to his profeſſions of 
love, and deſpair, and obſerved all the 
diſtant politeneſs due to a ſtranger, which 
ſo entirely diſconcerted him that ſhe eaſily 
diſengaged herſelf from him, which ſhe 


had no ſooner done, than ſhe aſked in a 


loud whiſper fo as to be overheard by him, 
Who that ſtupid animal could poſſibly 


be, who made ſo many proteſtations of 


love and admiration to a woman to 
YI.IJ OA L 2 « whom 
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e whom he could owe nothing but reſ- 
ce ſpeEt!” This ſpeech, and the contemp- 
tuous air which accompanied it, ſo affect- 
ed her lover that he was at once a prey to 
the moſt violent contending paſſions; and 
unable any longer to conceal his emotions, 
he retired haſtily, and inſtantly got into his 
chaiſe to return to his rural habitation, 


* 7 
# ; 
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© explain the enigma which had 
ſo puzzled the poor provincial, we 

ſhall take a retroſpect of the conduct of 
the Marchioneſs during the three days ab- 
ſence of her lover, which had thus entirely 
exiled him from her good graces: on 
on the firſt, ſhe remained inconſolable, 
could neither eat or ſleep, and her whole 
employment was in writing the greateſt 
part of a long letter to him, which ſhe 
reſolved to ſend after him by an expreſs 
the next day; but it was abſolutely impoſ- 
ſible for her to fulfil her intention, for the 
very next morning her millener brought 
her home a' cap, ſo elegantly ornamented 
with feathers, and ſo exceedingly be- 
coming, that ſhe could not reſiſt the de- 
lire ſhe had to appear in it that evening 
at the opera. In the box exactly oppoſite 
L 3 to 


1 ** Narr 
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to her own (which was that of the Du- 
cheſs De——) fat a very elegant hand- 
ſome young man, whoſe eyes were fixed 
on Madame D' Illois from the moment 
ſhe entered, in ſpite of all tlie endeavours 
of the Ducheſs to fix his attention on 
herſelf. Proud of ſuch a conqueſt, and 
ſo evident a triumph over the Ducheſs, 
(ho had long been her rival in beauty,) 
the Marchioneſs determined to purſue 
her victory, and having had an invita- 
tion to ſup with the Ducheſs, which 
ſhe had refuſed, (whilſt determined to 
ſeclude herſelf during the abſence of her 
lover) ſne now reſolved to accept it, in 
hopes of meeting the handſome ſtranger : 
the Ducheſs, on the contrary, was ex- 
tremely mortified when ſhe ſaw her enter, 
adorned with every grace art and nature 
could beſtow. Madame D'Illois made 
her Polosies for the intruſion with infi- 


nite 
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nite wit and vivacity, and her new ad- 
mirer was introduced to her by the name 
of the Duke de Wilcan, a German of 
high diſtinction; they ſat next each other 
at ſupper, ſoon became perfectly ac- 
quainted—he aſterwards conducted her 
home—attended her toilette the following 
morning—and ſo charmed the inconſtant 
Marchioneſs that ſhe looked back with 
ſurpriſe on her love for the provincial— 
was quite aſhamed of having been guilty 
of ſuch a depravation of taſte, and of 
having devoted. ſo much of her time to a 
being quite unknown in the beau monde; 


even bluſhed at the recollection of her 


palt folly—burnt the letter ſhe had nearly 
finiſhed and formed a reſolution to re- 


ceive him in the manner already related. 


L 4 FOLLY 
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T HE Marquis D'Illois having been 
deceived by two of his miſtreſſcs, 
laviſhed all his fondneſs on the only one 
which remained; and being determined, 
if poſſible, to engage her gratitude, and 
even make it her intereſt to prove true 
to him, he made her the moſt magnifi- 
cent preſents, the particulars of which it 
would be tedious to enumerate; but 
amongſt a variety of others, were a 
purſe, with brilliant ſliders, and a pair of 
very fine ſhoe buckles, the firſt of which 
he had the mortification to ſee in leſs than 
a fortnight in the hands of a profeſſed 
gameſter at a public gaming table; and 
the latter, a few days after, worn by the 
Harlequin in the Italian comedy. Moſt 
ſincerely mortified by the preference given 


to ſuch unworthy rivals, he inſtantly diſ- 
carded 
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carded the perfidious chermer, and was ſo 
vexed by the repeated infidelities of the la- 
dies of the theatre, that he was tempted to 
wiſh that he lived on better terms with his 
wife; and had Madame D'Illois been the 
amiable, virtuous woman, whoſe charac- 
ter inſpires the libertine with reſpect, and 
whoſe tenderneſs and fidelity makes him 
mentally bluſh for his continuation in er- 
rors he has not ſufficient reſolution to 
amend, it is more than probable the Mar- 
quis would now have ſought the path of 
peace and domeſtic happineſs ; but being, 
by the conduct of the Marchioneſs, ſe- 
cluded from the leaſt proſpect of felicity 
with her, he ſoon recovered his gaiety, and 
eagerly aſſiduous in purſuit of pleaſure, 
reſolved to ſeek a new Sultana to ſupply 


the place of the three who had forſaken 
him, 1 0 
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rr Coty: 


Midſt the number of thoſe beauties 

in the faſhionable world, whoſe 
ſplendour was ſupported by the folly of 
their admirers, none were more the de- 
light of one ſex, or the envy of ſome 
part of the other, than the elegant Ju- 
lia, who lived at the expence of a rich 
ſinancier, who allowed her a princely 
income, a magnificent hotel, a vaſt num- 
ber of jewels, and the moſt elegant car 
tages, with all the douceurs of balls, 
ſuppers, and concerts, which ſhe gave 
every evening to all the young and gay 
men in Paris, It ſeemed almoſt vain for 
Monſieur D'Illois to attempt to ſeduce 
the affection of a woman from a lover, 


' whoſe 
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whoſe fortune and liberality gratified 
every deſire that her vanity or ambition 
could form; but the Marquis affected 
ſo much to deſpiſe a man, whoſe riches 
were acquired by his induſtry, and fo 
artfully infinuated, that her charms were 
degraded whilſt in the poſſeſſion of a ple- 
beian, that ſhe prefered rank to -riches ; 
and in a week after ſhe became acquaint- 
ed with the Marquis, ſhe wrote to the 
financier, that reaſons of the utmoſt im- 
portance forbid her longer continuance 
with him, and requeſted he would think 


on her no more. 7 


1 
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Perret 


THE financier, exceſſively enraged at 
this treatment, was preparing to 

ſet out immediately for her hotel, to 
oblige her to return the preſents he 
had made to her, and break the furni- 
ture he had fo fooliſhly beſtowed ; but 
when the bearer of the letter informed 
him, that ſhe quitted him for the Mar- 
quis D'Illois, he was awed by the great- 
neſs of the connection, and had not ſpi- 
rit enough to reſent an injury when the 
perpetrator of it was a nobleman; and ſo 
far from proſecuting his firſt deſign, he 
treated her with the moſt unbounded 
generoſity, and permitted her to keep all 


ſhe poſſeſſed from his prodigality, yet, 
nor 


rr Ä—— 
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not from any remaining affe&ion or re- 
gard to her, but merely to aſtoniſh her 
new lover by this method of proceeding, 
and ſhew what immenſe wealth he muſt 
be maſter of, who could thus permit a 
a woman to carry away with her furni- 
ture and jewels to ſo large an amount, 
though her behaviour to him had been 
replete with baſeneſs and ingratitude : 
but far from this conduct having the 
effect on Monſieur D'Illois that the finan- 
cier intended, both he and Julia laughed 
at his folly, and ridiculed his ill timed 
liberality wherever they went. 
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T delicate beauty, 1 had — 
engaged the tranſitory affections 
of Monſieur D'Illois, was the daughter of 
a cobler, whoſe. honeſty and jocularity 
made him known 1 in the neighbourhood 
by the name of father Lucas. Unfortu- 
nately. for the good man, he loſt an excel- 
lent wife, juſt. at the time that his 
daughter (who: was chriſtned Magdelen) 
| was moſt in want of the care and atten- 
| tion of a mother; and to complete the 
| | misfortune of the father, the daughter 
uuas beautiful and well ſhaped, and very 
1 ready to liſten to the young men, who 
axduouſly paid their court to her in their 
3 _ vulgar manner. The cobler, who though 
in a low ſtation of life, had more under- 


140 ſtanding 
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ftanding than is uſualy poſſeſſed by ſuch 


kind of people, ſoon grew uneaſy at the 
notice ſhe attracted, and would gladly 
have placed her in a family, but ſhe had 
the misfortune to have been born without 
a palate to her mouth, which prevented 


her the leaſt hope of getting any kind of 


ſervice, as her ſpeech was unintelligible 
except to thoſe accuſtomed to converſe 
with her: ſo circumſtanced, the old man 
determined to take all the care of her in 
his. power; therefore gave up his ſtall 
at the corner of the ſtreet, and con- 
tented himſelf with working at old ſhoes 
in the garret where he lodged, and oblig- 
ed our heroine to take in ſtockings to 
mend, and ſit and work by his ſide, much 
againſt her inclination: as ſhe was heartily 
deteſted any kind of employment - hated 
this new regulation very ſincerely and 
neglected to finiſh every thing ſhe under- 
5 took. 
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took. The old man frequently addreſſed 
her in exzempore harangues, on the advan- 
tages of induſtry in young women, yet 
all his eloquence on this ſubject was vain; 
ſne grew daily more obſtinate, and he at 
length quite wearied by her ungovernable 
diſpoſition, uſed to beat her very ſeverely, 
eſpecially when he returned home intoxi- 
cated from a neighbouring alehouſe; 
which, to ſay the truth, generally happen- 
ed at leaft five nights in the week. The 
poor girl in conſequence of this ill treat- 
ment, became more willing than ever to 
liſten to the tender declarations of her 
lovers; and the gentleneſs and affection 
with which ſhe was treated abroad, ſerved 
to render home more diſagreeable, and 
made her look upon her father as the 
moſt hateful of men, and the worſt of 
tyrants. | Lie. 
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THE bewitching ſmiles, and bloom- 
Wang graces, of the cobler's daugh- 
ter, had made a deep impreſſion on the 
heart of an notary, who lived next door but 
one; he obſetved her every time ſhe went 
out, would follow her, and take every op- 
portunity to declare his love; and one day, 
made her an abſolute offer to take her a 
ready furniſhed lodging, where ſhe ſhould 
be her own miſtreſs, provided ſhe would 
return his affection and be conſtant to 
him. Julia (as ſhe has fince named her- 
ſelf) reſiſted theſe offers of the notary 
with the moſt reſolute virtue; and as ſhe 
did not much like him, it is probable ſhe 
might 
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might have continued to have rejected 
them, had not Lucas returned two or 
three nights after from the alehouſe, more 
drunk than ever, and on finding her look- 
ing out at the window, he gave her ſo 
violent a blow that it deprived her of 
her ſenſes, and left her motionleſs on 
the floor: when ſhe came to herſelf, 
ſhe made a reſolution no longer to ſubmit 
to this uſage, but packed up the very 
few clothes ſhe had, and the next morn- 
ing before her father was awake, went to 
the notary and implored his protection, 
which he granted very readily, and was 
tranſported with joy, that he had ſo un- 
expectedly obtained the ate of his 
vilhes, FO: 7 


FOLLY 
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* 1 notary immediately provided 
her with a lodging, which he fur- 
niſhed very handſomely, and bought her 
clothes made in the moſt faſhionable ſtile; 
thus ſituated and adorned, there was not 
any occaſion to diſguiſe her further, fince 
father Lucas had he met with her, would 
not have known his own child: her lover 
placed an old maid ſervant both to attend 
her, and, at the ſame time, to be a kind 
of a ſpy upon her actions, for he was 
extremly jealous, and conſtantly viſit- 
ed her incognito, once a day, and at 
length became ſo extremely fond of 
her, that he moſt ardently wiſhed to re- 
2. the defect in her ſpeech; and for 
that 
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that purpoſe took her to a very eminent 
ſurgeon, famous for rectifying all defects 
in the mouth, and teaching the deaf and 
dumb to ſpeak; who, on examining the 
cauſe of her complaint, perceived that it 
entirely aroſe from the want of a palate ; 
he therefore agreed with the notary 
for a certain ſum of money—had a 
filver palate made by his direction, and 
placed it fo judiciouſſy within her mouth, 
that ſhe was ſoon enabled to ſpeak with 
the preateſt propriety. The Joy of 
ſuch an acquiſition gave her new life and 
vivacity, and rendered her every day 
more charming; and this palate, which it 
was impoſſible to diſcern without looking 
into her mouth, rendered Julia ſome time 
after more celebrated than her perſonable 
charms, and occaſioned ſome of the 
moſt remarkable revolutions in her life. 
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FO LL Y CCXX, 
T* poor notary was extremely un- 
fortunate in this amour; for, after 
having been at an infinity of expence to 
teach the object of his affection, to ſpeak 
plain, almoſt the firſt uſe ſhe made of her 
ſpeech was, to declare to the handſome 
footman of her benefactor, that ſhe had 
conceived a paſſion for him. Champagne 
was extremely tranſported with the de- 
claration, and propoſed that they ſhould 
take the firſt opportunity of quitting 
both the notary and the kingdom ; chance 
was ſoon favorable to their wiſhes, the 
notary was obliged to go a journey, and 
during his abſence, the footman broke 
open a bureau, and robbed him of a con- 
ſiderable 
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fiderable ſum of money, and the un- 
grateful Julia (whom he had reſcued from 
indigence and misfortune) having given 
the maid an holiday, ſent privately for a 
broker, to whom ſhe ſold the whole of the 
furniture at his own price, received the 
755 and then ſtep'd with C hampagne into 
a, poſt, chaiſe. went directly to Calais 
where they embarked immediately for 
Dover, and arrived fafely i in London. 
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Mee, YTERER now took 
upon him the character of a man 
of faſhion and family, who with his wife 
had been obliged to quit France ſudden- 
ly on an affair of honour, and who 
fought an aſylum in England till the 
event of the wound of his antagoniſt 
was known : they took a lodging at the 
houſe of a widow, -who being of a ſoci- 
able diſpoſition, and charmed with the 
modeſt deportment of the pretended 
Madame Chainpagfe, introduced them 
to her acquaintance, and chearfully ac. 
companied them to 41 places of public 
amuſement,” Champagne ſoon became 
wp of bi aint” bur l b. L fe 


entirely 
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entirely at liberty to form her own en- 
gagements, and go out as often 
as ſhe. pleaſed, ſhe thought her life 
a very agreeable one, and was perfectly 
happy. One day a young friend ſent to 
Julia, to deſire her to go the next day, on 
a party into the country; but as they did 
not with the landlady to make one of the 
company, it was to be a ſeeret, and Mon- 
fieur Champagne, having {as he had ge- 
nerally done for ſome time) declined go- 
ing with his wife, Julia went. out by 
herſelf, to the houſe, of the lady, very 
early im the morning, and from thence 
to Richmond, Where having paſſed an 

agreeable day, they returned to town by 
night, did not get to 3 till mid 
night. - . When Julia entered the houſe, 
the ſervant who. opened, the dogr cxpreſſ- 


7}! 


ed berkelf greatly ſurpriſed at her return, 


and 
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and on calling down her miſtreſs, Julia 
was aſtoniſhed to find ſhe was come back 
very unexpectedly: For how is it poſ- 
a ſible (ſaid the landlady) I ſhould ever 
think of ſeeing you any more, when 
« your huſband this very morning paid 
eme all that was due, took your property 
« away with him, and told me that 
te he was obliged to go back ſuddenly 
© to France, and was to overtake you at 
„Dover, for which place you had ſet 
out in the morning; and the reaſon you 
« had not taken leave of me, was his 
having enjoined you to ſecreſy for ve- 
« ry particular reaſons.” Thunderſtruck 
by this information, Julia was ſome time 


before ſhe could recover her ſpirits ſuffi- 


ciently to go into her former apartments, 
and when ſhe did, found it diveſted of 


all her wardrobe, and that he had not 


left her even a ſecond change of linen : 
Vor. II. M ſhocked 
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ſhocked at being thus reduced at once to 
poverty and wretchedneſs, by the baſeneſs 
of her lover, ſhe was for ſeveral hours 
nearly deprived of her reaſon ; and when 
ſhe came to her ſenſes ; reflection ſerved 
but to redouble her ſorrows, and ſhe 
paſſed the whole night in, tears and un- 
availing lamentations. 
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60 TH HE next morning ſhe had the 
mortification to find that the 
friendſhip of her landlady was grown ex- 
tremely cool; and in two or three days af- 
ter, ſhe took an opportunity to inform her, 
that ſhe muſt remove the very next morn- 
ing, as ſhe had let the apartment : thus 
poor Julia, after turning every thing ſhe 
could poſſibly ſpare, into caſh, for preſent 
ſubſiſtance, was forced to quit her lodgings 
for a miſerable room, in an obſcure court; 
and live with the greateſt oeconomy, leſt 
ſhe ſhould be reduced to die with hunger. 
She went daily to enquire after Cham- 
pagne, at every houſe the knew he had 
frequented, hoping he might be ſtill in 
_ England 
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England; and vainly flattering herſelf 
that, though he might have wiſhed 
to deceive his landlady, and change 
his lodgings, yet he would ſtill ſeek her 
out, and not leave her to periſh miſerably 
for want, in a ſtrange country. Day af. 
ter day thus paſſed on, till at length ſhe 
was compelled to believe, that he had 
indeed forſaken her like a villain; and ſhe 
began to feel the terrifying approaches 
of famine, not having eat any thing, but 
one halfpenny roll for two days; when a 
man, who lived in the next garret (and 
who followed the laudable occupation of 
a pickpocket) ſeeing her meagre appear- 
ance, offered her part of his dinner, 
which ſhe joyfully accepted ; and before 
the repaſt was at an end, they grew ſo 
well acquainted by the aſſiſtance of bad 
French and broken Engliſh, in which 
Julia could now make herſelf tolerably 
TH | | under- 


2 1 
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underſtood, that he invited her to ſhare 
half his room and the precarious liveli- 
hood he obtained: thus reduced to the 
utmoſt miſery, and almoſt ſtarving, ſhe 
did not heſitate a moment, but conſented 
to become his future companion ; and 
removed herſelf (which was all ſhe had 
to convey) that very . into his 
wretched habitation. 
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rer“ enn. 


Fe "= had lived with him ſome time, 

when one day as ſhe was walking 
with him near Charing-crols, they met a 
porter with a load on his back, who 
| proved to be an old acquaintance of the 
pickpocket; and fo rejoiced were they at 
this accidental meeting, that they agrecd, 
that when the porter had depoſited his 
burden, they would meet at. a cer- 
tain alehouſe and drink together, He 
returned in leſs than half an hour, and 
took ſuch an extraordinary fancy to Julia, 
that he not only generouſly offered to pay 
for as much as ſhe could drink, but 
told his friend, that if he would ſell her, 
he would give him half a crown. The 


pickpocket at firſt made ſome difficulty 
to 
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to part with her, and declared that, She 
« was fo very pretty, ſo good humoured, 
% and had ſo many good qualities, that 
he could not poſſibly take leſs than five 
e ſhillings;” but the porter reſolutely de- 
clared that, * Take 1 it or leave 1 It, he would 
give no more than the firſt offered half 
« crown.” The other having wiſely con- 
ſidered, that he ſhould not only gain the 
half crown, but at the ſame time, get rid 
of an incumbrance who ſhared great part 
of his profits, he conſented, and ſtruck 
the bargain, amidſt a croud of laughing 
ſpectators, who were highly delighted 
with the jeſt of a man ſelling his wife; 
and many of chem declared, that had he 
taken a fancy to theirs, far from exacting 
half a crown, they would have given him 
double the ſum, to have had them taken 
off their hands. 


4 
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F O L LY ccxuv. 


cc Tr. porter EY off Julia in ſpite 


of her extreme unwillingneſs to 
accompany him, and took her home with 
him to a cellar in St. Giles's. They de- 
ſcended through a door, which ſerved the 
donble purpoſe, boch of entrance and 
window, to this wretched abode, the 
furniture of which, was exactly ſuited to 
the meanneſs of the place; and poor Julia 
being extremely diſſatisfied with her new 
lover, returned no other anſwer to his re- 
peated queſtions, but ſighs and tears, till 
the porter at laſt, being out of all patience, 
accuſed her of. ſullenneſs, took up a 
ſwitch in his hand—ftruck his night cap 
on one ſide—knit his brows, and told her 
in 
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in a tone of voice, which made her trem- 
ble, © That he deſired, ſhe would not 
© pretend to give herſelf airs, that he 

“% had given a great deal of money for 
her, moſt likely more than ſhe was 
ce worth; and that if ſhe did not dehave 
* as ſhe ought, and love him as well as the 
© man whom ſhe had left, he could aſſure 
« her, he ſhould not make the leaſt ce- 
e remony of breaking her bones.” Theſe 
words had the deſired effect; Julia be- 
came perfectly obedient, and ſoon accuſ- 
tomed to the rough humour and brutal 
behaviour of the porter, 
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„ TULIA had doubtleſs daily oppor- 

tunities of making her eſcape from 
this wretch, but then whither could ſhe 
go? Unknown to any perſon, a ſtranger 
to the language, and intirely unable to 
get her bread, ſhe muft probably have 
again run the riſque of dying with hunger; 
as it was, ſhe was provided with plenty of 
food, and even clothes, ſnch as they 
were: he was abſent all day, and as he 
was as fond of her as he could be of any 
thing, he frequently took her with him 
to the alehouſe, where, having a tolerable 
voice, ſhe uſed to.ſing French ſongs to 
| the people who reſorted thither, for which 


they now and then rewarded her with a 
"8 | = 1 
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few half-pence. One evening ſhe had 
drank with them till ſhe was nearly in- 
toxicated, and ſinging as loud as | ſhe 
poſſibly could, in the midſt of the ſong, 
ſhe opened her mouth ſo extremely wide, 


that the porter for the firſt time diſcovered 
the ſilver palate, and inſtantly conclud- 
ing ſome of the company had given her 
a ſhilling, which ſhe thus meant to ſecret 
from him, he laid hold on her ſhoulder 
with one hand, and putting the other into 
her mouth, * Ah, ah! (faid he) you 
„vile woman, you hide your money 
from me; do you?“ He then laid 
hold of the palate with his finger and 
thumb, and took it by violence out of her 
mouth. Poor Julia in vain endeavoured 
to vindicate herſelf, for having now been 
ſo long accuſtomed to this aſſiſtance, ſhe 
could not articulate a ſyllable without 
it, but cried out in the moſt frightful 

2 M 6 manner, 
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manner, groaned, and threw herſelf on 
the floor with ſuch dreadful contor- 
tions, that the porter, concluding that 
he had done her ſome very eſſential inju- 
ry, ran away for fear of being puniſhed, 
taking with him the ſilver palate, which 
he ſold at the ſhop of the firſt ſilverſmith 
he came to. 


FOLLY 
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10 T HE people belonging to the 
alehouſe, were ſo alarmed at the 


agonies in which they beheld the unfor- 
tunate creature, that they concluded that 
ſne muſt ſurely be ſeized with a ſudden 
frenzy, they therefore called in the aſſiſt- 
ance of a quack doctor that lived at the 
very next door, who being a very great 
admirer of the ladies, found his patient 
ſo extremely pretty, that no one preſent 
having a claim to her, he declared, that 
« She muſt be immediately removed to 
« his houſe, as the cure could only be 
0 perfected under his own eye; for the 
* moſt attentive care was abſolutely ne- 
t ceſſary.“ As none of the company 
gueſſed his motive for this propoſal, Julia 
was carried thither directly, and the doc- 
tor's great goodneſs of heart, and charity 
to the poor, were extolled to the ſkies, 
FOLLY 
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” S the itinerant phyſician admired 
bis patient, he. endeavoured by 

every method in his; power to reſtore 
her ſpeech; but in vain did he ſearch 
Galen and Hippocrates - no remedy that 
| was applied had the leaſt efficacy, and 
ſhe remained as dumb. as ſhe was the 
- firſt hour ſhe, came into the houſe. 
W eary of this painful tuation, ſne de- 
termined, if poſſible, to make him com- 
prehend the cauſe of her ſilence, and 
having never learnt to write, ſhe paſſed 
great part of her time in copying printed 
letters from books upon paper, and at 
laſt by dint of extreme application, was 


enabled to write on a piece of paper in 
print 
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print hand, that © her ſilence was occa- 
« ſfjoned by the loſs of a ſilver palate.” 
The doctor was tranſported with joy at 
this diſcovery, and reſolved that this for- 
tunate accident ſhould contribute to raiſe 
his medical reputation; he therefore 
ſoon after publicly advertiſed, that He 
« had a dumb patient under his care, 
« whoſe cure he would perfect in leſs 
« than a month.” Many perſons came 
to ſee Julia; and after as many as he 
thought fit were convinced of the impoſſi- 
bility of her ſpeaking to be underſtood, 
he procured a filver palate, and having 
fixed it into her mouth, the cure was 
univerſally acknowledged to be an almoſt 
_ miraculous one; the {kill of the empiric 
was raiſed to the ſkies, and Julia was 
once more reſtored to the comforts of 
ſpeech, and the pleaſures of ſociety. 


FOLLY. 
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„AN r Ademoiſelle Julia now lived 
with the phyſician in every reſ- 

pect as his wife, and might have conti- 
nued to live with him, moſt probably, for 
a long time, had ſhe not taken a fancy to 
a young merchant, who was a patient of 
the doctor's, and who frequently dined 
at his table. As he admired Julia very 
much, he took every opportunity to 
make himſelf agreeable to her; and ſhe 
gave him fo much encouragement, that 
at laſt, being obliged to go to Paris on 
ſome mercantile affairs, he offered to take 
her with him, provided ſhe would conſent 
to diſguiſe herſelf in boys clothes; (for 
being a married man, and not a man of 


faſhion, 
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faſhion, it was neceſſary for him to ob- 
ſerve," at leaſt, the appearance of de- 
cency in his actions, however really im- 
morali n his conduct). To this propoſi- 
tion Julia made not the leaſt objection, as 
ſhe thought the dreſs would become her 
exceedingly, therefore got every thing 
ready by the time fixed, and without 
bidding the doctor adieu, ſet off one fine 
morning with the young merchant for 
Ane alnn ts 10k Rt 
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OD VV QCKYKIX:-: 

0 S ſoon as they arrived at Paris, 
1 Julia reſumed the habit of her 
ſex, and the young merchant chearfully 
beſtowed on her an elegant wardrobe, 
as a compenſation for thar which it would 
have been impoſſible for her to have 
brought from the doctor's, without ſub- 
jecting them to a diſcovery. They lived 
together four months in a very ſociable 
manner, till the young man having tranſ- 
acted all his buſineſs, and having not 
any pretence to ſtay any longer at Paris, 
he was obliged to bid his fair companion 
an eternal adieu, and embark for Eng- 


land, leaving her, however, a ſmall ſum 
of money as ſome compenſation for the 
loſs of his company, which, however, it 
mult be owned, ſhe bore very patiently. 


FOLLY 
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ULIA was not of a diſpoſition te to 

ſigh for the loſs of a lover; but 
having prudently conſidered what ſhe 
ſhould do, ſhe laid out the greateſt part 
of the money in additional ornaments for 
her perſon, in hopes of gaining another 
ſtill more generous; and for this purpoſe 
exhibited herfelf by turns at the Comedie- 
Tuileries, Palais-Royale, and the Boule- 
vards, till her caſh being nearly ex- 
hauſted, miſery began once more to ap- 
pear to her in its moſt horrid form, till 
at laſt ſhe was obliged to condeſcend to 
receive as a viſitor, any man who would 
pay for her ſupper ; the only meal ſhe was 
enabled ſometimes to make for ſeveral 
days together, | 
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ESL Ly oxax 


HE had lived this wretched life for 
near a month, each day accumu- 
lating infamy and ſhame; when ſhe one 
evening was accoſted by a man in the 
ſtreet, who, after giving her a ſupper, 
returned with her to her lodging, and 
from beholding her diſtreſſed circum- 
ſtances, concluded ſhe would live with 
him on almoſt any terms: he happened to 
be in want of a ſervant, and being very 
avaricious, thought it would be the 
cheapeſt way of keeping a miſtreſs; he 
therefore told her that he was in want of a 
perſon to take care of the family, and if 
ſhe choſe to act in that capacity, ſhe 
ſhould be welcome to her board as long 
as ſhe behaved well: this was an offer 
not to be refuſed in her ſituation; and 


he, the next evening, took her home to 
his houſe, FOLLY 


* 
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« ONS. Bruſquot, (which was the 
name of her new acquaint- 

ance) was a money-lender by profeſſion, 
and a- rogue from trade and inclination, 
Some weeks after ſhe had taken poſſeffion 
of her new ſtation, as ſhe was ſtanding at 
the window one morning, ſhe ſaw a very 
elegant chariot ſtop at the door, which ſhe 
was preparing to open, but was prevent- 
ed by her maſter who opened it himſelf, 
and eonducted the ſtranger directly to 
his cloſet. This circumſpection awaken- 
ed the curioſity of Julia, who was tempt- 
ed to liſten at the door with great atten- 
tion, and heard them count over a con- 
liderable ſum of money, and likewiſe 
ſettle 
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ſettle together in. the moſt circumſtan- 
tial manner what perſons they ſhould 
aſſiſt with ſmall ſums, taking care not to 
adyance too much at a time, leſt it ſhould 
be ſufficient to ſettle their affairs, and 
prevent, .inſtead of accelerate, their ruin, 
whom they ſhould arreſt— and then 
read over a liſt of thoſe unfortunate per- 
ſons who were to ſtarve in priſon, by way 
of example to others: they next pro- 
ceeded to a diviſion of their gain, or 
rather the proſit they had raiſed on the 
misfortunes of their fellow creatures, 
and then congratulated each other on 
having realized from unlawful intereſt, 
the principal three times over. Julia, 
who had not an hard heart was ſhocked 
at the inhumanity | of theſe wretches, 
yet wiſhed to ſee the perſon and counte- 
' nance of ſo extraordinary a being, as 


from his ſentiments ſhe concluded this 
triend 


71 
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friend of her maſter's muſt be; ſhe 
therefore placed herſelf fo as to get a 
view of him as he went to his carriage, 

but no ſooner, had ſhe obtained one 
look, than a loud cry - expreſſed both 
her ſurpriſe and joy, and ſhe threw her 
arms round his neck, to the infinite aſto- 
niſhment of Bruſquot, who frowned and 
bit his lips at this extraordinary ſaluta- 
tion, but in vain. 


FOLLY 
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T O L L Y  CCXXMIIlL 
Do es perſon on whom Julia be- 
2D. owed theſe lively careſſes, was 
no other than the notary to whom ſhe fled 
for protection from her father's cruelty 
and ill treatment; but he was now no 
longer that notary, whoſe ſhabby black 
coat and formal curled wig were the ex 
ternal ſigns of his profeſſion; on the con- 
trary, the richneſs of his dreſs, the en- lon- 
Point of his perſon (which was encreaſed to 
ſuch a degree that he could neither move 
without ſhaking the whole room, or 
draw his breath but with the utmoſt 
difficulty) proclauned that he was now 
become a rich financier, who had not, 
however, forgot his old acquaintance, 
« Ah! my dear child, (ſaid he, re- 
te turning her embraces) how happy am 
« ] to have met with you once more, 


” * your ungrateful beha- 


e | viour, 
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“ yiour, and the unworthy manner in 
* which you quitted me—but I will 
forget your paſt errors, and provide 
« handſomely for you: come along with 
me, and you ſhall be conſtrained to 
© acknowledge, that the height of hu- 
© man happineſs is to be the miſtreſs of 
« a financier.” At the end of this ſpeech, 
he gave her his hand, which Mademot- 
ſelle Julia (it cannot be ſuppoſed made 
the leaſt heſitation to accept) but without 
waiting for the formality of aſking Mont. 
Bruſquot his conſent, ſtept into the gilt 
carriage of the financier, who gravely 
placed himſelf by her fide, 'and poor 


Bruſquot who had followed them to the 


door, was ſo awed by the riches of his 
competitor, that-he: with a, ſmile aſſiſted 
his miſtreſs in getting into the chariot, 
though his heart was that moment a prey 
to all the agonies of rage and deſpair. 


. N FOLLY 
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H Us become the favourite of a 
financier, Julia with infinite de- 

light beheld herſelf in the moſt brilliant 
fituation; ſhe had a large hotel, richly 
furniſhed ; the beſt man cook in Paris; 
gave the moſt elegant dinners; had a 
box at the opera; . jewels in abun- 
dance; a fine- carriage, and a multi- 
tude of ſervants, drefſed ſuperior to any 
ducheſs; wore beautiful natural bon. 
quets in winter, yet diſdained to put on 
any in ſummer but the moſt expenſive 
artificial ones; began to complain of 
the head-ach frequently; the wvapours 


een; and was always nervous to the 
TS laſt 
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laſt degree; and in ſhort acquired very 
ſoon ſuch a predilection in favour of 
title and rank, that ſhe received all the 
preſents of the financier with diſd.in, as 
being made her by a man of obſcure ori- 
gin; and on the very firſt propoſal made 
to her by the Marquis D'Illois, ſhe left 
the financiet, who had beſtowed on her 
ſuch profuſion of riches, and vainly imas 
gined that the quality of the Marquis 
reflected honour on the woman with 
whom he was connected in a diſho- 
nourable manner, 
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«FN Uring the whole time Julia had 

been in France, ſhe had kept the 
defect in her mouth a profound ſecret, 
and when ſhe took the palate out (which 
was always once in twenty-four hours) 
ſhe uſed to retire, and bolt herſelf in a clo- 
ſet; but one day dreſſing in great haſte 
(whilſt Monſieur D'Illois and ſome friends 
were waiting for her to go on a party 
mto the country) ſhe forgot to faſten 
the door while performing this opera- 
tion, and one of her women coming in 
haſtily to tell her the company were impa- 
tient, ſhe had not the preſence of mind to 
replace the palate in her mouth before ſhe 


ſpoke; but endeavouring to chide her 
for 
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for her impertinence, made ſo frightful 
a noiſe, that the poor girl ran haſtily 
out of the room, and meeting one of 
the company in the anti-chamber, (who 
eagerly enquired the cauſe of her con- 
ſternation) ſhe informed him, © that her 
lady was ſuddenly firuck dumb,” 


FOLLY 
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FOLLY CCcxxxvi 


& 1 aſtoniſhed by this intelli- 

4 gence, the gentleman eagerly en- 
quired where ſhe had left Julia, imme- 
diately ran thither, and found her not yet 
ſufficiently recovered to be able to reme- 
dy the defect, and ſo much agitated by his 
unexpected entrance, that the palate drop- 
ped from her hand on the floor, which 
he picked up; but Julia too much alarm- 
ed (from what ſhe had before ſuffered) 
to truſt it in any one's poſſeſſion, ſnatch- 
ed it from him-with paſſion, and put it 
into her mouth; he was moſt exceed- 
ingly ſurpriſed at the action, and con- 
cluded ſhe had moſt certainly ſwallowed 


the piece of ſilver. Amazed to the 
higheſt 
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higheſt degree, he expected ſhe would 


expire in convulſions in a few minutes, 
and immediately gave a loud cry for 
aſſiſtance; the company alarmed, entered 
the room, to whom he related what he 
had ſeen. Julia had by thistime reco- 
vered herſelf, and endeavoured to paſs 
off the whole tranſaction as a jeſt ; but 
though her friends had too much reſpect 
for the Marquis, and politeneſs for the 
fair ſex to contradict her, yet they had 
too much pleaſure m telling a drole 
ſtory to keep it a ſecret; thus it was ſoon 
whiſpered about, and Julia for a long 
time after known by the appellation of 
the Beauty with the fehver voice. 
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HE Baron D' Urbin ſtil at his 

chateau, as gay and ridiculous as 
ever, found that he had but vainly flat- 
tered himſelf when he hoped that he 
ſhould be more ſucceſsful with rural than 
Pariſfian beauties ; thoſe of the village 
were, indeed, at firſt proud of the notice 
'of a man of his rank, but when they once 
became familiar with him, and had loſt 
by frequent converſations the reſpect 
which his quality had at firſt inſpired, 
they treated him with more freedom than 
he had been accuſtomed to from better 
bred women, and openly expreſſed the diſ- 
guſt he excited both from his perſon 


and age, and- repulſed the liberties he 
iT 7 took 
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took and with the greateſt diſdain, The 
Baron finding that the country was not 
likely to be productive of amuſement, 
and being quite tired of over-looking 
workmen, left the finiſhing-of the cha- 
tean to the taſte and experience of the 
architect, and ſet off poſt for Paris. 
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RT; cet. 


As the Baron was going along in a 

very narrow road, he was over- 
taken by a kind of cabriolt, which con- 
tained two perſons; and the driver being 
extremely auk ward in endeavouring to 
| paſs the Baron's chaiſe, he ran directly 
againſt it, and broke his own machine all 
to pieces; the ſcreams which iſſued from 
it gave Monſieur D'Urbin oreat reaſon 
to ſuppoſe the unfortunate people muſt 
be greatly hurt; he therefore ſtopped, 
and gave orders to his ſervants to affiſt 
them, they drew out a man and a_wo- 
man, both dreadfully frighted but very 
little hurt ; and the Baron was not a little 


ſurpriſed to recognize the man for a ta- 
ſhionable 
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ſhionable kind of abbe whom he had 
ſeen frequently at court, but who now 
wore a very elegant riding frock, and 
had all the appearance of a man of the 
world. Ah! (cried the Baron) is it 
e poſſible that I diſcover my old ac- 
e quaintance the Abbe De —— in this 
&« diſguiſe ! What can have poſlibly oc- 
* cafioned ſo ſtrange a metamorphoſe?“ 
%% Many, indeed, (ſaid the ſtranger) 
have been the various metamorphoſes 
„ which I have undergone, but I hope 
that they will now end like a modern 
* comedy in marriage.” Well, (faid 
the Baron) it would, I think, be ex- 
tremely unjuſt that you and this lady 
ſhould - purſue your journey on foot, 
when my chaiſe was the occaſion of your 
being overturned I beg, therefore, that 
we may endeavour to make mine hold us 
all, and 1 ſhall then expect as you have 

N 6 raiſed 
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raiſed my curioſity, that you will gratify it 
moſt amply, by informing me, © Whe- 
ther your preſent is your real charac- 
& ter, or a diſguiſe to conceal a tender 
© elopement with this lady; and like- 
« wiſe what are the numberleſs meta- 
« morphoſes that you allude to ?? They 
both joined in accepting the Baron's pro- 
poſal, and after returning him thanks, 
got into the chaiſe, which no ſooner be- 
gan to move, than Monſieur D'Urbin 
reminded his new acquaintance of the 
promiſed recital, which he inſtantly be- 
gan in the following manner: 
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« Cannot ſay that, ſtrictly ſpeaking, 
I have any cauſe to boaſt of an il- 
juſtrious birth, although I have great rea- 
ſon to ſuppoſe that I have, in fact, had 
juſt as many- great grandfathers and 
grandmothers as other people, if I did 
but know whom they were; but as that 
is an entire myſtery to me, I ſhall can- 
didly acknowledge alt I know of the mats: 
ter, which is, - that my mother was cook 
in the family of a beneficed ſon of the 
church, but how T came to make my 
appearance in this world remains yet to 
be accounted for ; but it was certainly an 
extraordinary as well as unwiſhed for 
event, as the huſband of my mother was 
| a poor 
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a. poor labouring man, who lived in a 
very diſtant province, and who had not 
ſeen my amiable parent for many years, 
yet of ſo tractable and gentle diſpoſition 
was he, that he no ſooner heard that hea- 
ven had ſo unexpectedly blefled him 
with a ſon, than he generouſly conſented 
to own me, and permitted me to be re- 
giſtered by his name. This ſweetneſs 
of temper and chriſtian-like virtue, of 
thus hiding the faults and frailties of his 
neighbour, were rewarded even in this 
life, for no ſooner had he declared by 
letter to the maſter of my mother, his 
having taken a reſolution to act by her 
fo generouſly, than from a ſtate of ex- 
treme poverty, to the ſurpriſe of the 
whole neighbourhood, he became com- 
fortably {ettled, and enabled to live in a 
decent kind of credit, 
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5 Y mother's maſter was ſo kind 
| to her, that he ſuffered her to 
lie-in at his own houſe, permitted her to 
nurſe me herſelf, paid for my ſchooling 
ll I was twelve years of age, and then 
enquired for a maſter-to take me as an 
apprentice z but as both my mother and 
her maſter wiſhed to get rid of me as 
cheaply as . poſſible, they made up ſo la · 
mentable a ſtory of the misfortunes of 
my father, whom they averred had been 
dead ſome. years, without leaving me a 
ſingle farthing, that my diſtrefled ſituation 
pleaded ſo forcibly for me with an en- 
graver in the ,neighbourhood, that he 
agreed to take me, and teach me his 

buſineſs a 
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buſineſs without any premium at all— 
one part of this agreement he ſtrictly 
fulfilled, which was to take me—but 
the other (which was to learn me his 
trade) he entirely forgot, and endeavour- 
ed to make himſelf amends for my board 
and lodging by the numberleſs ſervices he 
exacted from me: In conſequence of this 
1 did more than half the work of the 
houſe, and was ſent on ſo many meſſages, 
that any one would have ſuppoſed the 
employment I was intended for, was that 
of a running footman, I lived with him 
three years, and he kept me fo hungry 
the whole time, that I was often forced to 
employ the whole of my cunning to pro- 
eure myſelf victuals became an adept 
in the cheating ſcience—and was as com- 
plete a rogue as my years whuld admit 

of; and to give you a proof of it, 1 


had nightly watched a-woman, who ſold 
n fruit 
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fruit oppoſite our windows, and who 
uſed to count over her- money every 
evening, and was for a long time toge- 
ther ſitting over it, making thoſe cal- 
culations which her extreme ignorance 
rendered very tedious; I coveted ſome 
pieces of it moſt extremely, and re- 
ſolved to get them, if poſſible, into my 
poſſeſhon—I lay awake many nights, 
contriving how to obtain them, but at 
laſt hit on the, following expedient I 
rubbed the bottom of a plate with a very 
ſtrong glue, and taking it in both hands, 
I ran into the ſhop, and ſet it down ſud- 
denly on the heap of caſh, deſired her 
to make haſte to ſerve me immediately 
with what I wanted ; in conſequence. of 
this manceuvre, two or three of the pieces 
ſtuck to the bottom ot the plate, and I 
brought them off undiſcovered, greatly 
rejoiced at the ſucceſs of this ſtratagem. 
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Purſued this ſcheme for a long 
time with ſucceſs, till at laſt the 
old lady having frequently miſſed mo- 
ney in a very unaccountable manner, be- 
came more attentive, and one evening 
fortune proved ſo very unfavourable to 
me, that a piece of twelve fous dropped 
from the bottom, and diſcovered the 
whole of my contrivance : the fruiterer 
laid hold on me immediately, and cried 
thieves, with all her might; the neigh- 
bours ſoon aſſembled, and the curioſity 
of the engraver, brought him with the 
reſt, who not chuſing to keep an appren- 
tice of fimilar abilities, fent to my mo- 
ther, and then turned me out of doors. 
My mother and her maſter not contented 


vith correcting me very ſeverely, pre- 
| ſented 


— 
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ſented a petition to- the magiſtrates that 
I might be confined” in the Bicetre, never 
conſidering that the ſociety to be met 
with in a priſon muſt render a mind, na- 
turally inclined to evil, ftill more vicious; 
but they never thought of the conſe- 
quences ariſing to me, ſince the end of 
getting rid of me was thus completely 
anſwered, I was accordingly ſent thither 
immediately, and no ſooner did I arrive, 
than I revolved in my mind day and 
night the moſt poſſible way to make my 
eſcape, and at laſt concluded that I ſhould 
not be able to accompliſh it by any 
other means than pretending illneſs, for I 
had heard that thoſe perſons who were 
fick in the Bicetre, were ſent to the ho- 

tel Dieu, from whence I concluded it 
would be much eaſier to get away than 
from the place where I was; I there- 
fore in a few weeks time feigned a dif; 
order 


ture. 
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order in my cheſt, and opppreſſion on 
my lungs; and as I complained. very 
much, the viſiting phyſician did not 
give himſelf the trouble to inveſtigate my 
diſorder, but had the complaiſance to 
declare it to be of a very ſerious na- 
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« A Cooraingy, one morning I was 

put into a cart with ſome fellow 
priſoners (who might, perhaps, be as 
oreat hypocrites as myſelf) and conveyed 
to the hotel Dieu, where we were put ſix 
into a bed; for ſome days 1 pretended to 
be too ill to riſe, till ſeveral of my com- 
panions by turns having died by my 
fide, I thought ſleeping with the dead 
father an uncomfortable thing, and there- 
fore affected to get better, and was ſoon 
after permitted to get up, and in a day 
or two to go down and walk in a large 
hall, equipped in the dreſs of the houſe, 
which was a long coarſe flannel gown, 


and a night cap of the ſame elegant ma- 
terials, For ſeveral days I walked here for 


many 
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many hours, watching a favourable op- 
portunity to make off, but at laſt one 
evening, when it was nearly dark, and 
only two or three perſons in the hall, 
who were buſily employed at the further 
end of it, I ſtole out at the door, and for- 
tunately paſſing through ſeveral rooms 
undiſcovered, got ſafely into the ſtreet, 
and ran ſtreight forward as faſt as my 
feet could carry me. 
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60 16H T came on, and I had not 

* the leaſt reaſon to hope that I 
ſhould find an aſylum from my purſuers, 
in caſe they ſhould think it worth their 
while to follow me; neither had I one 
ſingle farthing in the world, nor even 
clothes to my back, except my miſerable 
flannel dreſs, which ſerved only more 
ſtrongly to mark me for obſervation, and 
rendered me more likely to be diſcovered. 
I ran for an hour or more, terrified at the 
leaſt noiſe, and trembling at the ſight of 
every one I met; at laſt, I took ſhelter 
in the court yard of a magnificent hotel, 
where I no ſooner got in, than I was 
ſurrounded by the inferior ſervants, who, 
from the ſingularity of my dreſs miſtook 
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me for a madman : happily for me, the 
maſter of the houſe hearing a great noiſe, 
enquired into the cauſe of it, and ordered 
me to be brought before him; when I 
beheld him, the benovelence of his aſpect 
and mildneſs of his interrogatories inſpir- 
ed me with confidence, I therefore threw 
myſelf at his feet, and told him the truth 
of my ſtory—he was moved by my diſ- 
treſſed ſituation, and on my ſincere ſor- 
row for the paſt, and promiſe of better 
behaviour in future, he clothed me, and 
kept mea week in his houſe, and from 
thence ſent me to ſchool to learn latin, 
and aſſured me at the ſame time, that if 
J continued to behave well, he would 
provide for me in the church. I was pleal- 
ed with the novelty of my ſituation, and 
having a good capacity, ſoon made great 
progres! in my new plan of education. 
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N a year's time I was able to expreſs 
myſelf in latin like a little Cicero, 
and my protector had every reaſon to be 


pleaſed with my behaviour in regard to him; 


but, being of an artful, miſchievous diſpoſi- 
tion, my fellow ſtudents ſometimes ſuffered 
from the tricks I played them; even the 
maſters under whoſe tuition I was placed, 

were not exempt entirely from its effects: 
(for inſtance) it is in ſome pariſhes a rule, 
at the end of lent to go from houſe to 
houſe to make a collection for the lent 
preacher I therefore hired a proper habit 


and ſurplice, and went round to every 


door, ſoliciting the charity of well Gp 
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ed chriſtians, in behalf of their paſtor ; 
and as rhetoric was my talent, I perſuaded 
moſt of them to give ſomething, and by. 
this means made a very ample collection, 
which ſupplied my extravagancies a long 
time. But the beſt of the ſtory is, that 
when the real vicar went round afterwards 
to require their donations, he was looked 
upon as an impoſtor; and his embarraſſ- 
ment at this accuſation, they conceived a 
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ce IME, however, brought his in- 
nocence to light, when ſome 

very wiſe and religious perſons who 
were extremely vexed to have been thus 
acrilegiouſly (as they termed it) cheated 
out of their donations, could not but 
ſuſpect that the firſt collector was a cheat, 
and began to talk loudly of their ſuſpi- 
cious, till at laſt it came to the ears of 
the perſon from whom I borrowed my 
dreſs, and who was ſo enraged againſt me 
for having thus drawn him in as an ac- 
complice in my guilt, and ſo afraid of being 
ſuſpected of ſharing in the advantage of 
of my crime, that he related the fa& to 
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all who would liſten to it, and I waz 
ſoon diſcovered; and expected to be re- 
warded for my ingenuity in the moſt am- 
ple, if not the moſt agreeable manner, — 
Aſſured of the dangerous predicament in 
which I ſtood, and it not being in my 
power to fly, (ſince the money thus ac- 
quired had been ſpent ſoon after it was 
obtained,) I one morning threw myſclf 
at the feet of my benefactor, and declar- 
ed in the moſt pathetic terms, that, 4 
e was ſo extremely ſhocked at the errors 
« of my youth, and the numberleſs 
* crimes I had committed, that, in order 
« to expiate my ſins, I had come to a 
« reſolution to quit the world, and to 
6 retire into the monaſtery of La Trappe. 
My patron had the goodneſs to credit my 
hypocritical” vows of repentance and 2. 
| mendment, but did not dare to oppoſe 
a determination which he looked upon as 

an 
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an inſpiration from heaven, and there- 


fore ſhed tears of joy over the future ſaint, 
(not without a ſelfiſh hope, perhaps, that 
ſome of my works of ſuperogation might 
mitigate a few of his own offences, from 
the conſideration, that it was his charita- 
ble aſſiſtance had thus brought me into 
the way of piety and truth). He gave 
me his bleſſing very devoutly at my de- 
parture; and what was ſtill more benefi- 
cial to a traveller, a purſe with a few louis 
to bear the expences of my journey to 
my retreat; and I then ſet out, not to 


La Trappe indeed, but to a place much 


more conſonant to my ideas, which was 
to an Inn at Nanterre, where I took 
half a dozen companions with me, and 


there lived very merrily till all our money 
was exhauſted. FS 
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Y purſe was no ſooner empty 
than we were obliged from 
neceſſity to return to Paris, and on my 
way thither I compoſed a long ſtory, 
ſufficient to inſpire my benevolent pro- 
tector with compaſſion of my having 
been robbed in my way to La Trappe, 
* and the dreadful miſeries I had en- 
% dured on my way back to Paris“; 
but my ſtudied eloquence was vain, and 
all the pains I had taken to give it an 
air of probability, thrown away, as I 
found his door abſolutely fhur againſt 
me, and a meſſage left with the porter 
„ not to be ſeen there any more, if I 
« valued my perſonal ſafety.” From 


this I was convinced that he was well 
£ informed 
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informed of the truth of my expedition, 
and did not dare to make any further 
application. Thus deprived of my only 
friend, without the leaſt reſource, I 
thought it high time to conſider how I 
ſhould find means to preſerve my miſe- 
rable exiſtence ; and being both tall and 
ſtrong for my age, I reſolved to enliſt 
into the army, and ſoon after became a 
foldier in a regiment then in garriſon 
at Rochelle, where I arrived ſafely in 
company with the reſt of the recruits : 
here I formed an intimacy with a young 
man, who ſhared my bed, and who did 
me a thouſand little ſervices, which I 


endeavoured to return on my part by all 
the means in my power, and we ſoon 
became inſeparable companions, Two 
or three months after we came to 
Rochelle, my friend received an hun- 
ed louis from his father, (nearly all 
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he was worth in the world, and what 
he could very ill ſpare,) in order to 
purchaſe his diſcharge. Our colonel 
being abſent, and the young ſoldier 
much afraid of loſing a ſum of this 
conſequence, requeſted me to keep it 
for him a few days, as he had not a 
trunk that would lock, Almoſt as ſoon 
as he had entruſted it to me, I formed a 
plan to keep poſſeſſion of it; in purſuance 
of this I flipt out unperceived, and 
buried the money in a very private 
place amidſt ſome buſhes, which I took 
care to mark in ſuch a manner that I 
could infallibly know it again, and then 
returned to my companions, who, far 
from ſuſpecting the matter, aſked me to 
go and drink, which I gladly complied 
with: we drank a good deal, and 
though I was in fact perfectly ſober, 


pretended to be the ſooneſt intoxicated, 
| and 
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and they being nearly more than half 


drunk, we none of us returned to quar- 


ters, but lay down on a bench which 
was in the room, When we had lain 
and flept ſeveral hours, I no ſooner 
awoke than I put my hand into my 
pocket, and declared to my aſtoniſhed 
comrade (with a look of inconceivable 
horror, and all the geſtures of a mad- 
man) © that I had loſt the hundred 
* louis whilſt I ſlept.” I pretended 
to look every where about the room, 
but when all ſearch was declared to be 
vain, I appeared to become almoſt fran- 


tic with deſpair, and at laſt cried out, 


Thieves,“ as loud as I could, whilſt 
the oaths and threats of the young ſol- 
dier augmented the noiſe to ſuch a de- 


gree, that ſeveral of our officers ran into 


the room to enquire what was the mat- 


ter, and hearing the whole ſtory began 
O 5 to 
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to examine me very accurarely, and 
finding me prevaricate in my evi- 
dence, ſuſpected a cheat, and inſtantly 
ſent me to the dungeon I was tried by 

à court- martial the next day, and though 
I ſtill perſiſted in my declarations of 
innocence to the laſt, yet appearances 
were fo ſtrong againſt me, that I was 
deemed unworthy any longer to ſerve 
the king, and ſentenced to firſt run the 
gauntlet, and afterwards to be drummed 
out of the regiment, and never more 
allowed to carry arms : the latter part 
of the fentence in my opinjon fully 
compenſated for the former, as I by this 
means procured my diſcarge without 
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o FTER this ceremony was over, 

and I had been hiſſed out, I 
hid myſelf near the town till night, and 
then, though my ſhoulders were very 
fore, made a ſhift to get to the place 
where the louis were concealed, and as 
ſoon as I had them in my poſſeſſion, 
thought myſelf, in ſpite of my diſgrace, a 
very fortunate fellow, and ſet out imme- 
diately for a very diſtant province, where 
I took a lodging, made a few acquaint- 
ances, and behaved ſo well to thoſe, that 
I was ſoon well received in ſeveral cre- 


ditable families, and infinuated myſelf 


ſo much into their efteem, that they 


introduced me to the governor, who 


believing me to be really a gentleman 
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of fortune, permitted me to purchaſe 
a lieutenancy, which I paid for with 
the beſt part of the hundred louis, and 
thought it well beſtowed, fince I had 
not any objection to the military life 
as an officer, though I abhorred that of 
a common ſoldier, I now entered deeply 
into the ſcience of play, and acquired a 
method of cutting, dealing, and ſhuffling 
the cards, which if not much to my 
honour, was at leaſt greatly to my 
advantage, by which means I was 
ſo ſucceſsful that I dreſſed with taſte, 
- gave elegant entertainments, and lived 
very expenſively for ſome time: but 
unfortunately for me, a deſerter was one 
day taken by my company, who had 
deſerted from that corps a twelvemonth 
before, and had inlifted into that which 
J had lately left ſo diſhonourably at 
Rochelle, When this man was tried, I 

. Was 
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was on the court-martial, and appointed 
after his conviction to read to him the 
ſentence of death ; I had not the ſmalleſt 
recollection of his perſon, but unluckily 
for me, his memory was not ſo erroneous, 
for he fixed his eyes on me ſtedfaſtly, 
and with a deep figh, © I have, gentle- 
© men, (ſaid he, addreſſing himſelf to 
« the court) deferved the death I am 
% doomed to ſuffer, and committed 
% many actions which I ſincerely repent, 
but moſt particularly do I accuſe my- 
« ſelf of having ſhewn mercy to the 
* ſhoulders of that wretch, (pointing to 
me) when he ran the gauntlet through 
the regiment now at Rochelle, for 
having ſtolen an hundred louis from 
his comrade.” | 
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TO L LV CCXLVIN, 


CEE... 1 4 HIS accuſation created a gene- 
| ral ſurprize and conſternation, 

and my confuſion giving great cauſe 
to believe it to be fact, my ſuperior 
officers ordered me to be put inſtantly 
under an arreſt, and conducted to pri- 
ſon. The governor enraged at having 
been thus deceived, was inveterate againſt 
me, and the next day I was conducted 
to the head of my company, who were 
drawn up under arms, when an officer 
took off my ſword, and having broke 

It aſunder, he diſdainfully threw me the 
- ſum I had paid for my commiſſion, and 
I quitted the town amidſt the hiſſes of 
the ſoldiers, and acclamations of the 


populace. 
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" I Went directly to Paris, and when 
arrived there had ſtill the aſſu- 
rance to wear my uniform, on pretence 
of being an officer, whoſe curioſity had 
brought him to the metropolis; this 
fable met with univerſal belief, or at leaſt 
no one gave themſelves the trouble to 
contradict it, which anſwered my pur- 
poſe juſt as well; and as I purſued all 
manner of pleaſure without the leaſt 
reſerve, I was again reduced to the ut- 
moſt diſtreſs; for here my adroit ma- 
nagement of the cards would no longer 
be of ſervice to me, fince there were 
at Paris many perſons who underſtood - 
that ſcience much better than myſelf; 
I was ſoon forced to have recourſe to 
the 
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.the meaneſt and moſt deſpicable arti- 
fices to obtain a precarious livelihood, 
One evening at the French comedy, I 
ſtood in the parterre, next to an honeſt, 
plain-looking man, who frequently drew 
from his pocket a maſt tempting gold 
ſnuff box, on which I caſt a longing eye 
every time he exhibited this piece of 
finery, which by no means correſponded 
with the other parts of his dreſs : when 
the performance was nearly over, and 
every one attentive to the cataſtrophe, I 
ventured to flip it (as I thought un- 
perceived) out of his pocket into mine, 
but fate ſo ordained that he miſſed it 
almoſt the very moment after, and very 
juſtly ſuſpected his next neighbour; but 
unwilling to cauſe confuſion in the houſe, 
and, perhaps, not wiſhing me to under- 
go the puniſhment I ſo richly deſerved, 
| he took me by the arm, and ſaid to me 
in 
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in a whiſper, * My friend, you have 
« taken my ſnuff-box out of my pocket 
« —return it to me inſtantly, or I will 
immediately deliver you up to the 
« guard,” It was in vain for me to 
pretend to any evaſion, ſince he would 
doubtleſs have ſearched my pockets di- 
rectly; I therefore ſtood pale and trem- 
bling, but at length aſſuming ſome de- 
gree of courage from the humanity ap- 
parent in his countenance : * Ir is too 
„true, fir, (ſaid I) with ſhame. I, ac- 
knowledge my crime, but as it is the 
« firſt I have been guilty of, do not, 
* I beſcech you, expoſe an unhappy 
« young man, but content yourſelf with 
% drawing it privately from my pocket, 
« and I will ſtand in ſuch a manner 
« as to give you an oppotunity to 
«* take it unperceived.“ The poor, 
fooliſh fellow ſwallowed the bait, and 


agreed 
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agreed to this propoſition, but no ſooner 
did I feel his hand entirely in my pocket, 
than I laid hold of it, and called out 
for the guard with the greateſt vocife- 
ration; in vain did he relate the truth 
of the fact, and loudly proteſt his inno- 
cence, many. perſons had ſeen his hand, 
whilſt I by force held it in my pocket; 
he therefore met with neither pity or 
belief from the ſpectators, and he was 
by them configned to the cuſtody of 
the guard, and moſt probably taken to 
a dungeon, whilſt I, during the confu- 
ſion, made off with my booty, which I 
inſtantly ſold for a conſiderable ſum, 
and went that very night through the 
province of Languedoc for Montpellier. 


FOLLY 
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Had been but a very ſhort time 

at Montpellier, when I became ac- 
quainted with a perſon who. was in the 
office of tax-gatherer there; and as I found 
he would not only be an uſcful, but lu- 
crative friend, I applied myfelf cloſely 
to ſtudy his diſpoſition. I firſt gained his 
confidence by writing ſentimental billet- 
doux to a lady with whom he was ho- 
hourably in love; and by being ſervice- 
able to him i in ſome other amours, which 
were pretty numerous, and not quite ſo 
ſentimental, in ſhort, ſo far ingratiated 
myſelf into his eſteem, that he made me 
his clerk, and appointed me receiver 
under him; when finding me very dili- 
gent 
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gent and attentive to buſineſs (of which 
he was very careleſs and dilatory), pleaſed 
with having an aſſiſtant who ſaved him 
ſo much trouble, he put the matter en- 


tirely into my hands, and intruſted me 


with the whole receipt of the caſh, the 
conſequence of which was, that as ſoon 
as I had accumulated ſums to as large 
an amount as ever could be in my hands 
at one time, my patron being gone on 
a pleaſurable jaunt for ſix weeks, and 
quite ſecure of not being miſſed for ſome 
days, I ſet off early one fine morning 
with all the money in my poſſeſſion. 
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« X17 HEN I had travelled for two 
days, the ſight of a convent of 
monks determined me to take a ſecure 
refuge for a time under their protection; 
I therefore went up boldly to the gate 
and requeſted to ſpeak with the ſuperior, 
on his appearance I threw myſelt at his 
feet, and with a flood of tears, entreated 
him, © to receive into his houſe a ſinner, 
* who wiſhed to expiate his crimes by 
pennance and repentance; and after hay- 
ing in ſome degree made an attonement 
* for his offences, might be admitted to 
e take the holy habit of their ſociety,” 
The good man moved by my tears and 
entreaties (and likewiſe prompted to 
com- 
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compaſſion by a few louis which I pri- 
vately put into his hand) received me 
with cordial affection took me into the 
houſe, and inveſted me with the habit of 
a novice, which being as far in the prof- 
feſſion as I ever intended to go, I took 
an opportunity a few weeks after, when 
I concluded the heat of the purſuit was 
over, to decamp from the convent, per- 
fectly ſecure, that the clerk to a caſhier 
would not be eaſily diſcovered under the 
frock and cowl of a monk. 
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„ Took the precaution, however, to 
proceed on my travels through 
by-ways and unfrequented roads, leaſt 
the monks ſhould take it in their head 
to follow me, and oblige me to return 
the vile dreſs, the value of which, my 
louis had paid ten times over. I now 
returned once more to Paris, but took 
care to take lodgings in a very diſtant 
quarter from that in which I had reſided 
before; I then changed my greaſy monk's 
frock for the cloke of an elegant Abbe, 
and being thus metamòrphoſed into a 
Clerical petit maitre, with perfumed hair, 
refined converſation, and affected airs, I 
| gained 
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gained the admiration of the ladies ; and 
as I had plenty of money, ſoon found 
friends who introduced me into ſeveral 
reſpectable aſſemblies in private houſes, 
where I made acquaintance with faſhiona- 
ble women, and was ſo much in vogue, 
that I frequently went to court, where I 
had the honour of your notice, Monſieur, 

(ſaid che adventurer bowing to the Baron) 
though you little imagined what a varia- 
ble being I then was, and had been, 


A 
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ce A- L this while, though my time 
* paſt very pleaſantly, yet I had 
the mortification to find my caſh decreaſe 
very faſt, and began to think that it 
would be moſt prudent to endeavour to 
get my friends to procure me a future 
ſubſiſtance ; knowing, that ſuch is the 
nature of mankind, that they would be 
infinitely more active in my ſervice, whilſt 
they had not the leaſt reaſon to ſuppoſe 
that I was in real want of their aſſiſtance: 
for it is a melancholy truth, that it is 
much eaſter for a rich man to get a con- 
fiderable addition to a large income, than 
for a very poor man to get him ſufficien- 
cy to buy him bread. My ſucceſs vere- 
Vor. II. P | fied 
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fied my idea, and I was ſoon after intro- 
duced to a perſon high in the church, as 
a rich young Abbe, who wiſhed prefer- 
ment, more- for the name of the thing 
than pecuniary motives ; for which rea- 

ſon 1 was ſoon: made-a canon with twelve 
hundred livres a year, without taking 
prieſt's orders, but was. to reſide at one 

of the principal towns in Burgundy. De- 
lighted with my good fortune, (though 1 
diſguiſed my real ſentiments with an air 
of the moſt conſummate indifference) 1 
thanked my patron in a careleſs manner, 
and ſoon after ſet out to take poſſeſſion of 
my benefice, tranſported with joy. 
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4 FH Us I became a canon (though 
not one of the moſt reſpectable); 

but inſtead of attending to the duties of 
my office, I thought only of indulging 
myſelf in every kind of luxury: my ta- 
ble was covered daily with delicacy and 
profuſion, and my cellars well ſtored 
with the choiceſt and moſt expenſive 
wines ; beſides which, I had a young, 
handſome houſe-keeper of twoand twenty, 
Thus ſituated, you will eaſily ſuppoſe 
that I did not make a point of attending 
conſtantly at the choir ; but to prevent 
a complaint of ſuch omiſſions from ariſ- 
ing among the brotherhood, I regaled 
them frequently with the moſt delicious 
P 2 fare; 
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fare; and, as they invited me in return, 
our whole life was ſpent in one continued 
round of feſilivity. 1 viſited likewiſe a- 
mongſt my temale neighbours, and fell 
deeply in love with a lady, at whoſe houſe 
TI ſpent moſt of my evenings, and whoſe 
huſband was my friend. Finding ſhe re- 
ceived me with ſome degree of partiality, 
I ventured to declare my paſſion, which 
ſhe received without reſentment, and in 
ſuch a manner, that I had every reaſon to 
believe I had made an impreſſion on her 
heart. | 
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6 T HE lady ſeemed even to look 

upon me with a more favourable 
eye, after the confeſſion of my love and 
admiration of her perſonal charms : en- 
couraged by ſuch behaviour, I grew bol- 
der and earneſtly preſſed her to grant me 
an aſſignation—ſhe bluſhed—heſitated, 
but made no other objection than the dif- 
ficulty of evading the watchful jealouſy 
of her huſband, who was (and, I preſume, 
not without cauſe) extremely ſuſpicious of 
her conduct: but chance was, however, 
ſoon after ſo favourable to our wiſhes, 


that he was obliged to go a journey to 
ſettle ſome affairs in a diſtant provence. 


The fair one gave me this information in 
23 a note 
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a note, and defired me to be with her at 
midnight: this I punctualy complied with, 
you need not doubt; but ſcarcely had we 
fat down to a little elegant collation ſhe 
had provided, and drawn the cork of a 
bottle of excellent champaigne, before a 
aloud knocking at the ſtreet door alarmed 
us excecdingly, and foon after we heard 
a voice demand admittance in fo authora- 
tive a tone, that we were convinced it 
could be that of no other perſon than the 
maſter of the houſe, who was ſo unex- 


pectedly returned, very much unwiſhed 
for by us - but extremely apropos for the 
bonaur ef bis own family. 
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6 3 ſituated, it would certainly 

have been moſt prudent to have 
endeavoured to ſecret myſelf in ſome clo- 
ſet or place from whence I might have 
eſcaped undiſcovered when all was quiet, 
dut my evil genius tempted me rather to 
riſque ſliding down by a ſheet from a win- 
dow into the back ſtreet, though I had 
the height of two ſtories to deſcend. The 
lady in vain endeavoured to difſuade me 
from ſo dangerous an enterprize, but I 
refuſed to liſten to her remonftrances ; 
and terrified almoſt to death, leaſt I ſhould 
be diſcovered, I eagerly caught hold of 


the corner of a ſheet, which I prevailed 
on my miſtreſs to hold with the aſſiſtance 


F:< of 
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of her chamber maid, and down TI went; 
but unfortunately the ſheet being too 
ſhort, I found myſelf ſoon in a very dan- 
gerous ſituation, being obliged to jump 
the remainder of the height without even 
knowing how far I had to leap, and thus 
ran the riſque either of killing myſelf 
on the ſpot, or at leaſt breaking ſome of 
my bones; but in endeavouring to jump 
down, I met with a diabolical large hook 
in my way, which projecting half a foot 
from the wall, caught hold of a certain 
part of my dreſs very near the hips, and 
the ſudden jerk reverſed my whole body, 
turned me quite round, and though it held 
me very faſt, yet J remained in a moſt 
diſagreeable ſituation with my head 
downward, like the tomb of Mahomet, 
ſuſpended between heaven and earth, and 
full twelve feet from the ground. 


< -: 
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8 * perhaps, come under 

the denomination of a very fortu- 
nate eſcape, and many perſons would have 
thought themſelves greatly indebted to 
the hook on which I beſtowed a thouſand 
imprecations whilſt I ſtruggled to get 
looſe, though at the riſque of breaking my 
neck: to add to my misfortune, the 
houſe of my miſtreſs was ſituated in one 
of the moſt frequented parts of the 
town, and this back ſtreet led to a public 
market, by which means, as ſoon as the 
ſun was riſen, I was expoſed to the jeſts 
and laughter of the populace, who were 
at once both entertained and ſurprized 
to ſee me in ſuch a ſituation, like a 
| 1 bat 
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bat nailed againſt a wall, with my head 
downwards. My eccleſiaſtical habit en- 
creaſed the mirth of the ſpectators, and 
when 1 addreſſed myſelf to them in the 
moſt humble manner, beſeeching them 
to aſſiſt me to get down,” their ac- 
clamations- redoubled on hearing my 
voice, as if they were ſurpriſed. to find 
me a human being. This uproar drew 
the huſband to the window, who inſtantly 
gueſſing the truth of the adventure, ſent 
to a magiſtrate, who gave orders to his 
myrmidons to come and take me down, 
and bring me before him, where I was 
obliged to ſubmit to undergo a very 
ſevere examination; but, happily for me, 
my brethren of the church took cogni- 
zance of the affair, and either in conſi- 
deration of the many good dinners I had 
given them, or the fear of having dit- 


grace n upon their order by my | 
undergoing 
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undergoing a public puniſhment, they 
prevailed on the magiſtrate to deliver me 
into their hands, and having privately 
puniſhed me very ſeverely, excluded me 
from receiving any further benefit from 
the church, as unworthy to perform any 
of the ſacred functions. 11 


5 6 FOLLY 
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% T FT AVING thus entirely loſt my 
11 church preferment, I once more 
took ſhelter in Paris; and when TI had 
been there ſome weeks I formed a reſolu- 
tion to become advocate, in which (ha- 
ving more than a tolerable aſſurance) I 
flattered myſelf I ſhould certainly ſuc- 
ceed, though I was unacquainted with 
with any part of the law, except a few 
of the technical terms, and that part of 
it which had ſerved to puniſh me for my 
miſdemeanours. By the help of a friend, 
aſſiſted by a ſtratagem (which it would 
be tedious and unentertaining to repeat), 
I obtained a licence, and as I was bleſſed 
with great volubility of tongue, it in- 
duced many perſons to believe that I 


really underſtood what I profeſſed ; and 
however 
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however abſurd it may appear, I cex- 
tainly gained a great number of clients, 
When J had been in this ſituation for 
about a twelvemonth, a widow applied 
to recover an eſtate, which had been left 
to her by her huſband, but whoſe right 
of deviſing it was diſputed by his heirs. 
I thought this matter worthy of all my 
attention, and ſtated the affair to ſome 
of the molt eminent council, and finding 
them unanimous in their opinion of the 
juſtice of the claim, and knowing her 
too poor to carry on the cauſe, I deter- 
mined to make my fortune at once, and 
candidly told her I would undertake the 
cauſe, without putting her to any ex- 
pence whatever, provided ſhe would enter 
into an agreement to marry me, if it 
were decided in her favour ; ſhe agreed 
to this propoſal, which I took care to 


have drawn up by a notary-in the form 
of 
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of a contract, and properly witneſſed, 
and in ſix month's time I gained an 
eſtate of ten thouſand livres a year, with 
an excellent houſe upon it, and at the 
fame time a wife, of whoſe perſonal per- 
fections you may judge, as this is the lady 
herfelf with whom J am now going for a 
month to Paris on a viſit to a friend: 
thus you ſee, though Pythagoras adopted 
the belief of the tranſmigration of ſouls 
through various bodies only after death, 
yet my ſyſtem is more extenſtve, for 1 
have proved to you moſt indiſputably, 
that my preſent ſtate of exiſtence has been 
liable to as many metamorphoſes here, 
having been changed from an engraver 
to an abbe—a foldier—a monk— an offi- 
cer—a caſhier—a canon—an advocate; 
and what is the greateſt and moſt extra- 
ordinary revolution of all, from an advo- 
cate I am become an honeſt man.“ 
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T HE companion of the Baron finiſh- 


ed his. hiſtory juſt as the chaiſe 


entered the gates of Paris, and Monſ. 
D'Urbin had the politeneſs to offer to 
ſet them. down at the houſe of the friend 
to whom they were going ; but the gen- 
tleman declaring he had ſome buſineſs 
to tranſact before he went thither, the 
Baron contented himſelf with leaving 
them in one of the principal ſtreets, and 
had not long parted with his communi- 
cative fellow-traveller, before he per- 
ceived that, in ſpite of all profeſſions 


of honeſty and amendment, he had 


found means to take away with him both 


a very elegant Engliſh repeater out of 


his fob, and a purſe of fifty louis from 
his pocket. The Baron was extremely 
enraged, and never once conſidered that 
the perſon who had thus deceived him, 
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had ſet out with acknowledging himſelf 
to be a rogue, and that the continuation 
of his hiſtory had proved him ſuch a 
conſumate deceiver, that not any credit 
ought to have been given to his proteſta- 
tions; he haſtened, therefore, to the ho- 
tel of Madame D'lllois fo very angry 
that, as he neither knew the name of the 
thief, or his eſtate, which he had care- 
fully- avoided the mention of (during 
the whole of his narration) he determined 
to give an accurate deſcription of his 
perſon, and a large reward for appre- 
hending him; but finding, when he ar- 
rived at the Marchioneſs's hotel, that ſhe 
was gone to the maſquerade, he threw 
over him a black domino, and haſtened 
after her, without thinking any more of 
his watch and purſe, or the arch de- 
ceiver who had cheated him of both. 

| FOLLY 
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N the mean time Monfieur D'Illois 

continued to ſupport his favourite 

Julia at a conſiderable expence ; he be- 


ſtowed on her jewels fit for a ducheſs, 
and her liveries, coach, and hotel, were 


infinitely. ſuperior to thoſe which had 
been given her by the financier. But 
the Marquis, unfortunately not having 
any ſhare in the finance, his fortune 
could not afford him this variety of 
luxury and extravagance, without being 
oreatly deranged; and at ſome times even 
diſtreſſed for money to purſue his amuſe- 
ments: nevertheleſs, he continued the 
purſuit of pleafure with the fame eager- 
nels, although, to gratify it, his ſteward 
fold farms, mortgaged eſtates, and 
bought annuities daily for the purpoſe 
of ſupplying him with caſh; and it 
would have been impoſſible for him to 

have. 
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have gained longer credit had he not 
been a man of diſtinction. Proud of 
having the name of a perſon of quality 
in their books, they. charged their own 
Price, and waited with tolerable patience 
the payment of their bills: it is true, that 
his anti-chamber was generally full of 
creditors every morning, but a bow to 
one —a {mile to the ſecond—and an en- 
quiry after the family of the third, were 
ſuch a charm to plebeians, that it fre- 
quently huſhed the intended demand, and 
often obliged them to retire without ut- 
tering a fyllable to fo polite and well- 
bred a debtor ; although the ſame tradeſ- 
men, had the debt been due from one of 
their own rank, would have been deaf 
to the tears and intreaties of a wife and 
helpleſs family, and perhaps have retuſed 
to wait till honeſt induſtry could have 
accumulated the ſum that was to ſatisfy 
their impatience, FOLLY 
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b agbig Steward of the Marquis D'II- 
| lois being a man of ſtrict honeſty, 
and one whoſe great regard for the fa- 
mily rendered him extremely diſſatisfied 
with the faſhionable ſituation of the affairs 
of his maſter, uſed to take the liberty of 
remonſtrating with him on his conduct; 
and not content with fatiguing him 
with his advice, grew more exact than 
ever in his accompts, and in order to 
prove how faithfully he diſcharged his 
truſt, he brought him daily ſo many bills 
to look over, and papers to examine, 
that Monſieur D'Illois could ſpare no 
more time for, than to look on the ſum 
total of his expences, and ſign the ac- 

quittal; 


* 
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quittal; but finding that this method, 
ſhort as it was, became very troubleſome, 
he commanded him for the future to lay 
aſide even this appearance of buſineſs, 
but to take care to procure him the ſums 
he drew. for, on the beſt terms he could 
procure it, and for that purpoſe gave 
him a legal power of ſelling, mortga- 
ging, &c. any part of his eſtate. By 
this Happy regulation, the Marquis was 
exempt from buſineſs, and the ſteward 
probably found it worth: his while to in- 
dulge him in this ſtate of tranquility. 
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HE Marchioneſs D'Illois was at 
this time as ſtrongly attached to 

her German lover, Duke de Wilcan, as 
| ſhe had a ſhort time before been to the 
Provincial ; and it was more likely to be a 
laſting paſſion, ſince they mixed in every 
_ faſhionable amuſement, joined in every 
ſcene of diffipation, and were never 
long enough alone to become tired of 
each other. The Duke was particularly 
fond of play, and the Marchioneſs at firſt 
purſued it in compliance to his inclina- 
tion, but at laſt it became ſo habitual 
that ſhe was unable to live without it, 
and ſpent whole days, and even nights, 

at whiſt and pharoan, with all the anxiety 
of a profeſſed gameſter, which occaſion- 
ed ſo entire a change both in her perſon 
and PW, that ſhe became almoſt 


a different 
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a different being : ſhe was no longer that 
bewitching charmer, whoſe vivacity gave 
life to the circle of her friends—whoſe 
follies were adorned with ſuch good hu- 
mour and ſprightlineſs, that they were ex- 
cuſed by the gay, and met with indulgence 
from the wiſe—ſhe became capricious 
and ill-tempered, and was never ſeen to 
{mile but when ſhe was the favourite of for- 
tune—hereyes, which once beamed health 
and pleaſure, were become dull, heavy, 
and languid for want of fleep—her daz- 
zling complection faded by late hours, 
and ſhe bore. the appearance of that moſt 
deteſtable of all characters, a female rake 
— the loves and graces no longer hovered 
round her, but afrighted at the change, 
forfook their abode, and left her heart a 
prey to the demon of avarice. 


| 
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HE Marchioneſs played one even- 

ing ſo very unſucceſsfully, that ſhe 

loſt firſt two hundred louis which ſhe had 
in her purſe, and four hundred more 
upon honour, which, unfortunately was 
to an old man, a gameſter by profeſſion ; 
had it been to a young one, an eaſy me- 


thod of payment might have been pro- 
poſed, to which a rerrarkable bad run 
of cards had now and then induced Ma- 
dame D'Illois to accede, (though we 
will ſuppoſe contrary to her inclination). 


* 
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BE Money was to be paid the 


very next morning, and the day 
following the Marchioneſs was to hold 


the pharoan bank at her own houſe ; ſhe 


could therefore think on no other expe- 
dient than to pawn her jewels with an 


boneſt Jew, who was ſo kind as to let her 
have on them half what they were worth, 
wich this proviſo, that they were to be 
forfeited if not redeemed in eight day's 
time, which condition the Marchioneſ: 
2 with chearfully, convinced that 
ſhe ſhould the very next evening win 
much more than ſufficient to take up her 


diamonds. 
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Ortune was, however, fo very uns 
kind to Madame D'Illois, that the 
next evening ſhe loſt the whole ſum ſhe 
' had fo dearly purchaſed of the jew; and 
her jewels (as ſhe had not the leaſt proba- 
bility. of paying the, money at the expi- 
ration of the time) muſt, of courſe be- 
come the property of the ill-favoured 
deſcendant of Abraham and Moſes. It 
might be ſuppoſed that the idea of part- 
ing wich her jewels, would have been 
ſufficient to have reduced to deſpair a 
woman animated by the ſpirit of co- 
quetry, and fond of dreſs to the moſt 
extravagant degree; but her paſſion for 


Vor. II. Q „„ 
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play had fo abſorbed every other, that 
| ſhe bore her loſs with the temper of a 
philoſopher, and ſeemed only to regret 
that it was no longer in her power to ap- 
pear at the card table, which was abſo- 
lutely impoſſible till ſhe had repleniſhed 
her purſe : and to whom could ſhe ap- 
ply for this purpoſe ?—not to her huf- 
band, for ſhe was certain ſhe ſhould be 
refuſed—and as to her lover, Duke de 
Wilcan, he had been the partner in hgr 
misfortune, and was to the full as much 
diſtreſſod as herſelf, At laſt on a hint 
from Mademoiſelle, her ſ#ivante, (who 
was her confidante, and had a lucrative 
view in the advice ſhe gave her lady) ſhe 
was prevailed upon to make application 
to a financier, whoſe name was Mondor, 
a man of immenſe wealth, and who had 
ſhewn his deſigns on her fo evidently 
foon after ſhe was married, (that being 

; then, 
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then, at leaſt more delicate, if not 
more prudent) his frightful perſon, and 
more diſagreeable behaviour, made her 
treat him with ſuch evident marks of 
' contempt, that he forbore his viſits ; how- 
ever, ſhe now condeſcended to ſee him 
immediately, and repented that ſhe had 
not taken this method before her appli- 
cation to the jew, as ſhe was certain 
every compliance with the wiſhes of the 
financier. would be rewarded with the 
moſt unbounded liberality. 
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\FONDOR was a fingle man 
of fifty-five, the boundaries of 
whoſe underſtanding were exactly the 
four firſt rules in arithmetic ; and the two 
which he chiefly made uſe of, were, ad- 
dition to his own fortune by ſubtraction 
from that of other people : it might be 
ſaid of him, with the greateſt propriety, 
that he was, indeed, fond of a figurative 
mode of expreſſion, ſince he could talk 
rationally on no other ſubje& than that 
of figures. He was above fix feet in 
heighth, long, lean, and bony, with a 
pair of large unmeaning grey eyes, which 
wandered from object to object, without 
one fingle ray of expreſſion to indicate 
2 | a latent 
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4 latent idea; he had a ſhort noſe, and a 
wide mouth, which ſeemed ever opening 
to ſpeak, but ſtill remained half ſhut, as 
conſcious of having nothing but abſur- 
dities to utter, whilſt a loud fooliſh laugh 
announced to his unfortunate auditors 
they muſt prepare to hear ſomething very 
ridiculous : but in ſpite of his low edu- 
cation, and many vulgar . peculiarities, 
Mondor was well received in the houſes 
of © perſons of the firſt faſhion, ſome 
of whom had more reaſons for ſoliciting 
the honour of his acquaintance, than the 
mere pleaſure his ſociety afforded them. 
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N the receipt of the billet from 
the Marchioneſs, Mondor dreſſed 
himſelf as richly as poſſible, and waited 


on her at the appointed hour with infi- 


nite delight ; for, as ſhe had hinted ſhe 
had a requeſt to make, ſuch was his idea 
of conferring; a favour, that he conceived 
that it implied ſuch a kind of ſubordina- 
tion in the perfon who received it, that 


| they ought ever after to be at the: dif- 


poſal of thoſe who had beſtowed it on 


them; from this generous mode of think- 
ing, he eaſily gueſſed the intention of Ma- 


dame D'Illois, and determined to make 


F 
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N. this frame of mind he entered the 
apartment of the Marchioneſs, who 
was dreſſed in the moſt elegant diſhabille, 
with every advantage art could beſtow, 
fully reſolved that night to faſcinate his 
heart, and obtain the freedom of his 
ſtrong box. She was netting, and half 
reclined on a ſopha, and on his entrance 
made him the moſt obliging reproaches 
for having been fo long without ſeeing 
« her,” to which he ſtuttered ſome apo- 
logies ſo ungracefully, that the Marchio- 
neſs would have laughed at him if ſhe 
had but had any money in her pocket, 
but as it was, ſhe contented herſelf with 
putting an end to them, by fixing her 
Q 4 eyes 
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eyes on her pocket glaſs. © Mondor, 
* (faid ſhe) don't I look horribly to- day? 
A= am fo out of humour with myſelf 
* that I am quite ugly—were you not a 
„ peculiar favourite, I would not have 
admitted you when I am ſo low ſpirit- 
ed and fo frightful - but do you know, 
Mondor, that I am the moſt unfortu- 
6 nate creature in the world—-I am 
< ruined, abſolutely ruined. —Ic: is hard 
ta the greateſt degree, that a woman 
& like me, who has ever wiſhed to be- 
have with the utmoſt propriety, ſhould 
< be ruined. by play - and by no means 
e through any imprudence, for I. hate 
e play but one muſt do ſomething to 
« amuſe, and what can be more inno- 
« cent than whiſt or pharoan ?—I flat- 
<« ter myſelf, Mondor, that you will be 
% my friend on this occaſion, and lend 
« me the ſum I want at preſent, to pre- 
f « vent 
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vent my ſhutting myſelf up in my 
own houſe, and to enable me to try 
* my fortune at the Ducheſs De ** g 
« afſembly—You uſed, Mondor, to pro- 
feſs yourſelf willing to oblige me, I 
“therefore make this requeſt, ( relying 
e on your ſecrecy,) and am ſure you 
4 cannot doubt but I ſhall make a 
« point of returning it to you in a feẽè 
« day's time, with ten thouſand thanks.“ 
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„ Am very much obliged to you, 
1 madam, (returned the ungraceful 
«© Mondor) but I am not to learn at 
« this time what it is to lend money to 
<«< ladies, and that I ſhould hereafter be 
& 'eſteerned a very ungenerous creditor, 
<« were I ever in future to hint the 
& ſmalleſt hope of having mine again; 
<& I ſhall, therefore, make you a fair 
« offer,, without ceremony, as I ſuſpect 
« we underſtand each other—reſolve, 
, therefore, to ſubmit to the laws I 
& ſhall preſcribe in your behaviour to 
&« me, and I will ſubmit my ſtrong box 
« to your diſpoſal, without expecting 
<« ever to be reimburſed any ſums you 


& have occafion for: ; __ if you ſhould 
F440 « af 
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« at any future time chooſe to refund 
* the whole, or any part, I ſhall think 
« the favours you have beſtowed on me 
« a ſufficient compenſation, and not 
charge you a ſingle farthing for inte- 
« reſt on ſums , ſo borrowed—but you 
« frown, and appear diſpleaſed with a 
% propoſition ſo evidently to your own 
" adyantage—however, if you do not 
think ſo, I have no more to ſay, and 
am, your very humble ſervant,” At 
the end of this cavalier ſpeech, Mondor 
roſe from his chair, and was preparing to 
leave the room. 


% 


/ 


372 FASHIONABLE FOLLIES, 


TT 


"HOUGH he Mache felt 

very forcibly the indignity to which 
the had ſubjected herſelf, from a man ſhe 
moſt. heartily deſpiſed, yet ſo. deſperate 
was her ſituation, that ſhe was obliged 
to diſſemble her indignation, and requeſt 
him to be ſeated. * You are moſt cer- 
* tainly (Rid ſhe, affecting to bluſh, 
„ and covering her face with her fan) 
© the moſt unaccountable man in the 
« world, for I really do not compreherd 
« you in the leaſt—let me, therefore, 
&« hear what it is you demand for the 
« price of this ſervice and loan of your 
% money, for you ſpeak in fo ambigu- 
Sous a manner that I cannot even 
5 « oueſs.” 
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« gueſs. Not gueſs | (exclaimed 
Mondor) Can you ſuppofe I mean 
« any thing leſs than the poſſeſſion. of 
your perfon ?* Ho can you poſſi- 
« bly (returned the Marchioneſs) make 
1 ſo ridicutous a propoſition. with ſo 
little ceremony to a woman of my 
* rank; but thoſe who mean to ſerve us 
“ are. to be allowed a few liberties 
« of expreſſion. Lend me the money, 
« Mondor, you ſhall vifit me as often 
e as you pleaſe, time and aſſiduity joined 
“ to your attentions may make an im- 
« preſhon in your favour, and induce 
«© me to reward you for your paſſion.” 
“ 'Theſe fine promiſes will not ſatisfy me 
* (faid the financier); I am uſed to 
“ make love but one way, which is this 
* —that I ſhall either ſend you two 
thouſand louis for value received, or 


elſe, I am your very humble ſer- 
vant, 


2 
* 
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„ vant, and they go to ſome one who 
* will accept them on my terms, and 
« I dare ſay it will not be long before I. 
« diſpoſe of them.“ Seeing him ſo pe- 
remptory, Madame D'Illois thought pro- 
per to conſent to this arrangement; and 
as Mondor made a point of ſupplying 
her card purſe very liberally, ſhe had it 
in her power to play for immenſe ſums, 
without ſuſtaining any inconyeniency. 
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VAR was at this juncture declared, 
and the friends of Monſieur 
D'Illois, knowing his diſtreſſed ſituation, 
procured him the eommand of a regi- 
ment; and he received both his commiſ- 
fion and orders to join the corps at the 
ſame time. As this was a ſcheme perfectly 
new, and a plan very different from any 
he had hitherto purſued, he accepted it 
with the ſame tranſport he would have 
done any pleaſurable excurſion; and 
made the moſt expenſive preparation for 
the ornamental part of his equipage; he 
beſpoke a magnificent tent, the furni- 
ture of which was elegant to-the higheſt 
| | degree 


* 
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degree—carried his whole ſide-board of 
plate—took an additional cook—built a 
new travelling carriage to contain his bed 
by night, with eider down cuſhions on the 
feats, ſides and feet, together with number- 
leſs additional ſprings which prevented 
the leaſt motion to diſturb thoſe ſlumbers 
which in long marches he choſe to take 
by day —ſeveral ſuits of elegant regimen- 
tals were made to. appear in, when he 
choſe to dreſs; but his robe de chambre of 
eider down, covered with an elegant white 
ſatin, trimmed with broad filk fringe, 
for the cool, and the moſt beautiful muſ- 
lins, lined with roſe coloured ſarſenet, 
decorated with Valenciene lace, for the 
hot weather, ſurpaſſed every thin g-ever 
ſeen in a camp: his nightcaps were the 
admiration and envy of all his faſtionable 
acquaintance, his toillette outſnone that 
of the firſt. coquette in Paris, and one 
931224) chaiſe 


— 
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chaiſe- marine, built on a peculiar con- 
ſtruction, under the direction of the firſt 
perfumer in france, contained in various 
diviſions his perfumes and marechalle 
powder--waſh balls--cold creams rouge 
pomatums eſſence of tea bloſſoms for 
his lips, and chicken {kin gloves, which 
being pack'd by the ſame eminent artiſt, 
might bid defiance to roads and weather, 
and every appendage to dreſs and coun- 
tenance remain in the higheſt perfection. 
Thus, whilſt every eſſential duty was utter- 
ly diſregarded, did a mind, from infancy 
accuſtomed to pay the ſtricteſt attention 
to triffles, carry the ſame puerile ideas of 
vanity, folly and diſñpation into the 
field of glory, death and danger. 
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rr 
Nur ſmall inconvehiency, which 

the Marquis had not ſorſeen, had 
nearly put a ſtop to theſe lite prepa- 
rations; the 1ll-bred perſons of whom 
they were beſpoke; expected to receive 
me ſums on their former bill before 
they choſe to execute further orders. On 
their making this impertinet demand, 
Monfieur D'Illois was obliged to recol- 
lect that he had not a ſufficient ſum to 
defray his expences, he therefore ſent 
for the honeſt ſteward (already mentioned) 
and confeſſed to him his embarr flment, 
but the poor man proteſting to God with 
the moſt ſolemn earneſtneſs, that, he 


had neither a louis, or even the means 
8 left 
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left to raiſe one by any ſecurity what- 
« ever,” the Marquis was obliged not 
to conteſt the point, leaſt it ſhould remind 
him of aſking for the three years ſalary 
which was due ta him; he therefore diſ- 
miſſed him from his preſence and reſolved 
for once to take the trouble to endeavour 
ta procure. it for himſelf, 
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Elen dppented on his ap- 

plication to feveral uſurers recom- 
mended to him by many of his acquaint- 
ance, who were accuſtomed to that 
method of ſupplying themſelves, he at 
length found out a compaſſionate Jew, 
who taking his diſtreſs into conſideration, 
conſented to advance him ten-thouſand 
_ crowns without any other ſecurity than his 
bond for ffty-thouſand livres. 


FOLLY 
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T HE Marquis accuſed the deſcen- 
dant of Moſes and the patriarchs 

of extortion, yet actcpted -of 'the terms 
propoſed, whilſt the Jew, on his part, de- 
fended himfelf from the charge. I 
declare to you, my Lord,(faid he) I am 
« a mere agent in this buſineſs for a 
friend, who is, you muſt know, ſtew- 
« ard to a wild, diſſipated, extravagant, 
« young nobleman, ſo wholly inattentive 
“to his own affairs, that if he does but 
take care to ſupply him with money 
for preſent expences, his lord will ſign 
** any thing, and put off all enquiry how 
e it was obtained to a future day; the 
«© ſteward, like a wiſe man, has taken his 
| advantage 


| 
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* advantage of the folly of his maſter, 
„ and contrived to convey almoſt the 
whole of his eſtate into his own pocket.” 
Monſieur D'Illois requeſted to be inform- 
ed of the name of the nobleman, that if 
he was one of his own ſet, . he might ral- 
ly him on the occaſion, as he conceived 
the joke to be a very good one; but the 
Iſraclite aſſured him, © the name was a 
6s profound ſecret, even to him who 
s tranſacted the matter, adding, that he 
“ ſhould have been above mentioning a 
« ſyllable of the affair, had his employer 
** behaved to him as liberally as he ought; 
t but that of late he was grown ſo very 
* avaricious, the he ſeemed to think the 
5 trifle allowed him, more than his due. 
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8 Monficur D'Illois was going 


down the ſtairs, very well pleaſed 
with having repleniſhed his purſe by 
merely ſigning his name, he met a peaſant 
laden with ſeveral bags, which appeared 
to be full of ſilver : the Marquis at firſt, 
took no other notice of him than by ſtop- 
ping on the landing place, expecting the 
countryman to ſtand aſide and give him 
room to paſs; but he, on the contrary, 
(like the aſs in the fable, proud of the 
burden he cartied) ſeemed more inclined 
to diſpute the way than reſign it; this 
extreme rudeneſs drew the attention of 
the Marquis, who looking in his face, 
inſtantly recognized him for the tenant of 
one 
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one of his principal farms. Why, 
Lubin, what the devil brings you here 
© 40" vine!" a jew ?” cried Monſieur 
D'Illois, taking hold of his arm. Why, 
* your honour, (returned the ruſtic) can- 
“ not you guels, when it is ſix weeks 
7 * urneq| of quarter day ?—I am never 
6 long behind hand—ſo I am come for 
cc your! ſervice, —.— I did not fee it was 
« you, or you ſhould have had the wall 

< to be ſure but as to any one elſe, why 
« 1 argues, here am 1, an honeſt man 
Ge: „ Bong up, who | have worked hard to get 
my money, to pay my. rent—well— 

« 3 here is a fine chap a coming down, 
& who has. ſpent his own and been to 
be. borrow. other people ſure I am better 
« than he, and I'll never give way to 
60 him—a"; nt I right, your honour, for! 
44 know, I. warrant, what trade's drove 


„ in this houſe, when I paid rent here 


„„ this 
94 0 
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© this two year I a' nt quite a natural 


ce neither.“ Rent here ! (exclaimed 
„the Marquis) why my ſteward don't 


* 


live here, booby--where ſhould you ſee 


“him but at my hotel ?” Ay, ay, but 


« it is all as one as if I was to go there 


(ſaid Lubin) and better too, for I pay 
* it to a civil, black-looking gentleman 


5 


La) 


“above ſtairs, who not only gives me 
« your ſteward's receipt ready ſigned, 
„but a good bottle of wine into the 
« bargain,” St 
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* E Marquis took the peaſant to a 
neighbouring tavern, where he 
found not any difficulty to perſuade him 
that he had an undoubted right to 
receive his own rent, as he not only gave 
him a receipt, but as much wine' as 
he could drink, without limiting him 
to a bottle. Monfieur D'Illois was high- 
ly delighted that he had deprived his 
ſteward of getting a large ſum of money 
he fancied himſelf ſecure of, and was 
wiſe enough, to be fully convinc- 
ed of the abſolute neceſſity of parting 
with him immediately—but habitual in- 
dolence ſo far got the better of him, that, 
unable to take the trouble of ſettling fo 
compli- 
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complicated an account, he contented 
himſelf with forming the reſolution _ to 
diſmiſs him on his return from his cam- 
paign, (which he concluded would not be 
longer than ſix months); and concluded 
that it was better to ſubmit to his depre- 
dations for ſo Sort à time, than to fa- 
tigue himſelf to death with buſineſs at fo 
important a criſis. 
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HE time appointed for the Mar- 
quis to join his regiment was ex- 
pired, but on a proper application to 
ſome friends at Verſailles, he obtained a 
furlow of fix weeks to ſettle his affairs, 
(that is to ſay) to make his appearance at 
every ſpectacle in his new regimentals— 
take leave of his friends by making a 
party with each to dine and ſup together 
in a tavern—preſent an expenſive bijon 
to each of their miſtreſſes, and receive 
ſome triffling trinket in return, as a gag? 
d'amitié from women whom he never 
deſired to ſee again. Having thus paid 
in the politeſt manner the devoirs he con- 
ceived due to ſociety, the evening before 
he ſet out, he ſent, to deſire permiſſion 


to take leave of the Marchioneſs, in her 
own 
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own apartment; who (as ſhe well knew 
every particular of her behaviour on fo 
trying an occaſion,- would be the ſubject 
of public. converſation) prepared to re- 
ceive him with all the ez#querte of ſighs 
and fears, and paid ſuch ſtrict attention to 
propriety, that ſhe fainted as he was pre- 
paring to quit her; for the delicacy of 
her feeling, and the exqui/ite ſenſibility of 
her mind, rendered her wholly unable to 
bear the abſence of an huſband for ſix 
months, whom ſhe had not ſeen but 
in public, during be laſt eleven. The 
melancholy ſight of her diſtreſs ſo affect- 
ed the Marquis—that he ſighed. aloud, 
and unable to ſtay till ſhe recovered, left 
her to the care of her women whom he 
 Cmjured to ſay every thing that could 
Pelſiblßy mitigate ber forrow—kiſſed her 
hand—and retired to ſup and ſpend the 
night with Julia. 3 
| R 3 FOLLY 
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HE day dawned, and the fun aroſc 
with more than ufual brightneſs to 
light the gay D'Illois to the field of glory; 
his equipage and retinue came to the 
door (by his orders) at fix exactly but 
he did not riſe till half paſt twelve—at 
three got into his carriage and ſet out for 
the camp; yet willing after the exam- 
ples of Agamemnon and Achilles, to in- 
terweave the myrtle with the laurel, he 
carried his Julia along with him, whom 
he fixed in a neat little apartment in a 


village two leagues from the camp, by 
which means he had an opportunity to 
ſee or hear from the object of his tender- 


neſs every day. 
FOLLY 
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W E will grant time to Monſieur 


D' Illois to diſplay the brilliancy 


of his magniſicent preparations to the 
aſtoniſhed ſoldiers, and ſee what paſt 
at Paris (that fortunate city, where plea- 
fures are as numerours in time of war, as 
in the midſt of the calm delights of 
peace). The Marchioneſs recovered from 
her fainting at a proper time—recovered 
her ſpirits with due decorum—and as ſoon 
asg it was conſiſtent with decency, forgot 
the abſence of her hyſband, and received 
her lovers as uſual. The Duke De Wil- 
can was ſtill the avowed favourite, yet 


R 4 many 
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many others, in turn, had reaſon to boaſt 
of ſo important a conqueſt, But a fatal 
event had nearly put an end to a life ſo 
uſeful to ſociety; for Madame D'Illois 
having heated herſelf extremely by danc- 
ing for ſeveral hours at a ball, impru- 
dently drank a large quantity of iced le- 
monade, which threw her into ſo violent 
a fever, that her life was for many days 
deſpaired of, and during the few hours 
in the day that ſhe retained her ſenſes, the 
conviction of her danger made fo ſtrong 
an impreſſion on her mind, that ſhe ne- 
ver ſuffered! her phyfician or confeſſor to 
leave the room, and all her moments 
were conſtantly employed either in ſwal- 
lowing remedies or confeſſing her fins, 
The goodneſs of her conſtitution, and the 
{ill of the doctor, enabled her to ſupport 
her diſorder for one and twenty days, 


when the fever coming to a favourable 
crilis, 
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criſis, ſhe was pronounced out of danger : 
but when on her recovery ſhe beheld in 
the glaſs her emaciated form—her hollow 
eyes—her charms withered beyond the 
aſſiſtance of art to reſtore, and herſelf 
abſolutely old at an age, which ought in 
the courſe of nature to be that of bloom- 
ing beauty, ſhe became inconſolable, and 
ſo extremely. religious, that ſne determin- 
to forego all pleaſures ſhe had hitherto ſo 
eagerly .purſued—retire from the world 
and live a life of exemplary deyotion, 
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TYUting the time of the illneſs of Ma- 
| dame D' Hlois, the Baron D' Urbin 
became ſo extremely enamoured of the 
beauty of one of her attendants, that he 
ſearce ever quitted her apartment; and 
ſo unwearied were his aſſiduities, and ſo 
eonſtant his viſits, that all Paris (ignorant 
of the motive which induced him to 
ſpend ſo much time at the hotel d' Illois) 
pronounced him the beſt of fathers. 
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HE girl on whom he had fixed 
his affections, was, with all the ap- 
pearance of innocence, more than a match 
in deceit and artifice for the old Baron; 
ſhe was the daughter of a man whole 
name was Morambert, who had kept a 
gaming table in Bruſſels, but was one 
evening run through the body by an offi- 
cer who detected him cheating at play; 
her mother had been an actreſs in her 
youth, and had taught her daughter 
every kind of ſtratagem, either to capti- 
vate an huſband, or obtain an handſome 
ſettlement from ſome of the young men 
who frequented their houſe: many were 
the hopes ſhe had formed, when the miſ- 
R 6 fortune 
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fortune of the father put a ſtop to her 
career for the preſent. Soon after that 
_ event, Madame Morambert came to Paris, 
and ſet up a millener's ſhop, in which the 
daughter aſſiſted; but the mother dying 
ſoon after, the poor girl became chamber 
maid to the Marchioneſs, and obſerving 
the peuchant of the Baron, played off all 
her artillery againſt him, who was ſo de- 
lighted with the modeſty of her appea- 
rance and the inſinuating humility of her 
behaviour, and above all, the unbounded 
affection ſhe with bluſhes acknowledged 
he had inſpired her with, that he obliged 
her to quit the ſervice of his daughter 
and retire to a lodging he had provided, 
where he determined by every means in 
his power to fubdue the ſtubborn virtue 
he believed ſhe poſſeſſed - but failing in 
every attempt—and finding the fair one 
deaf to all his ardent profeſſions, and that 
ſhe 
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ſhe was ſo enraged at his offer of a large 
ſettlement, that ſhe reſolved to retire to a 
conyent to avoid him—he was fo fully 
convinced of the ſeverity of her virtue, 
that in ſpight of her generous repreſen= 
tations, ** how greatly he degraded bimſelf 

« by ſuch an alliance, he one evening 
obliged her to accept a contract of 
marriage. 


\\ 
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N order to begin with propriety the 
plan of devotion, adopted by the 
Marchioneſs D'Illois, it became neceſſa- 
ry to make great alteration both in her 
dreſs and manner of life; but very un- 
fortunately for her father confeſſor, 
who would undoubtly have rejoiced 
greatly over a ſaint of his own making, 
the black dreſs of a devotee ſet off the 
charms of the Marchioneſs extremely and 
ſhewed the delicacy of her complection 
to advantage—the long ſleeve gave 
an additional grace to the beauty of her 
hand—whilſt the cloſe cap ſeemed to be 
worn to keep thoſe treſſes within proper 
bounds, which were too luxuriant to be 
confined 
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confined by art; and the neat, plain, ele- 
gant ſatin ſlipper, as if to indicate that ſo 
pretty a foot could pleaſe without orna- 
ment. Add to this, that early hours had in 
great part reſtored her beauty—and reco- 
vered her en- Gon- point; and it will then be 
eaſily conceived that ſhe was become even 
more attractive than before, and as much 


2 coquette as ever 
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FE ſudden converſion of the Mar- 

” Cchioneſs ſoon became the univerſal 
topic of converſation in all polite circles — 
the women ridiculed her dreſs—the men 
defended it, becauſe it became her—the 
ladies thought her perfectly right to re- 
nounce her lovers, becauſe they were now 
in hopes to engage their attention—the men, 
on the contrary, declared her exceed- 
ingly wrong, as they thought her 101 
beautiful to wiſh her virtuous ; and whilſt 
every man of taſte made it a point to 
pervert the lovely devotee, many even of 
her old lovers found in her change of 
conduct all the charms of novelty, 
and returned to her with eagernels ; 


amongſt theſe were the volatile viſcount 
| De PEn- 


* 1 
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De VEncluſe. The provincial gentleman, 
(whoſe law-ſuit being decided in his fa- 
vour, was returned to live in Paris, 
ſo much improved by an acquaintance 
with the world, that he could now carry 
on an intrigue with all the appearance of 
paſſion, without either affeftion or eſteem, 


and break off with the ſame ſang froid which 


had before ſo much ſurpriſed him.) The 
Marchioneſs and he had renewed their ac- 
quaintance, and ſhe was once more on 
good terms with him, with the financier 
Mondor, and the conſtant Duke de Wil- 
can likewiſe—theſe were all favoured by 
turns, with ſo much myſtery, - that 
each believed himſelf the on hapyy nian; 
whilſt her days being devoted to exerciſes 
of devotion, and ſhe wore ſuch an ap- 
pearance of virtue in“ her deportment, 
that the tongue of malice and envy, did 
not dare to pronounce her an hypocrite. 
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"HE extreme coldneſs and affected 
== - reſerve, with which the Marchio- 
neſs was obliged publicly to treat her 
lovers, was very mortifying to their va- 

nity ; for though ſhe poſſeſſed a ſuffi- 
cient degree of art to perſuade each that 
he was the only favourite, yet they began 
to be weary of a connection which could 
never add to their reputation in affairs 
of gallantry; and though each would 
have been proud to have boaſted that 
he held the devotee captive, yet a con- 


queſt that was ever to remain a ſecret, 
loſt more than half its charms, but an 
unexpected dinoutment brought at once 
her private conduct to light, and made 


Madame D'Illois appear as deſpicable as 
the deſerved. F . 
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A Certain financier entertained one 

evening at ſupper ſeveral lovers of 
the Marchioneſs; he had by chance 
aſſembled the Duke De Wilcan, the 
Viſcount De VEncluſe, the provincial, 
and the financier Mondor. After ſupper, 
amidſt a variety of converſation on diffe- 
rent ſubjects, ſuch as the theatre—wailſt- 
coats actreſſes — dogs —plumes—ſhoes 
—canes—horſes, &c, a diſpute aroſe, 
what ſort of women could longeſt engage 


the affections of a lover? 


* 
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HE financier, at whoſe houſe they 
were, frank ly declared, that as he 
never met witli affection from any woman 
who did not expect him to pay for it, he 
preferred the opera girl to the Counteſs. 
* All men, however, (cried the indiſ- 
« creet Viſcount) are not obliged to pur- 
ee chaſe their attachments, for give me 
40 leave to tell you, that the life of 
« an amour is myſtery for example, 
* now, that of a devotee,” “ A devo- 
&© tee! (exclaimed the Duke De Wil- 
% can). „ Ay, (returned De PEncluſe) 
& but obſerve, that I only mention it in 
*« confidence, when I declare upon my 
c honour, that the lovelieſt woman in 


„ Paris divides her heart between me 
« and 
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«< and heaven, and her name (ſaid the 
Duke, with emotion) is, * «Oh! 
«a profound ſecret (anſwered he); ſuf- 
&« fice it to ſay, that the huſband of my 
“Lucretia is in the army.” © gueſs 
“ your heroine, (ſaid de Wilcan, with a 
<« ſmile of contempt) come, _—_— own it 
& js the Marchioneſs D'Illois.”—< Well, 

& (ſaid the Viſcount) you have gueſſed 
« it right but do me juſtice I did not 
{© tell but how the devil came you to 
think ſo?” 
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Beate bectunmla the Duke) I have 

the honour of ſharing with you, 

eit ſeems, the heart and 7 of that 
<« amiable lady.” 
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00 O affect diſcretion would be now 
ce a folly, (interrupted the pro- 
© yincial) I have been equally deceived, 
c for I declare that I am diſtinguiſhed 
& by Madame D'Illois in a manner 
* which I did not conceive any other 
man could boaſt.” 
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« F7 OU may all boaſt of what you 
& pleaſe, gentlemen, (cried the 
<6 financier Mondor) but I believe none 
« of ye at this moment can ſay, they 
<« either do, or have paid half as much 
money to that lady as I have done.“ 


« Be. 
Wh 4 
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ce W ELL, (ſaid the Viſcount) ſince 
wo it is evident we have all been 
« equally ;deceived by her—let us, I 
« ſay, make it equally a point to be re- 
e venged on ſo cohſummate an hypo- 
ce crite,” This motion was approved 
unanimouſly, and the Duke De Wilcan, 
with all the phlegmatic coolneſs of a Ger- 
man, promiſed, that if they would rely 
upon him, their wiſhes ſhould be grati- 
fied, and the Marchioneſs ſufficiently pu- 
niſhed for the duplicity of her conduct. 
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A ADAME D']Illois, far from ſuſ- 
pecting the combination againſt 

her, was at this time involved in ſome 
domeſtic concerns, which were very un- 
expected, and which took up her whole 
attention. As ſhe was dreſſing very early 
one morning, in order to attend a very 
agreeable preacher, the Baron D'Urbin 
entered her apartment, and preſenting 
to her a young perſon, dreſſed with the ut- 
moſt magnificence, Embrace, Madam, 
< (ſaid he) your mother and my wife— 
forget what ſhe was—her beauty and 
c virtue have raiſed her to what ſhe is.” 
The Marchioneſs was infinitely ſurpriſed 
and ſhocked to recognize her chamber- 


maid in her new relation, but recovering 
„ herſelf, 


- 


FA 
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herſelf, reflected in an inſtant, that he 
affairs of the Marquis were in ſo preca- 
rious a fate, that it was not improba- 
ble ſhe might ſoon be indebted to her father 
for ber future ſubſtance ;, ſhe therefore 
took the new made Baroneſs round the 
neck, wiſhed her joy of her new dig- 
nity, and aſſured her of her love and af- 
ſection, whilſt old Monſieur D'Urbin, 
delighted with the behaviour of his 
daughter, preſented her with a diamond 
ring, and a draft on his banker for a 
conſiderable ſum of money, then got into 
his chaiſe with his bride, and ſet off with 
a grand retinue for his chateau in the 
country. | 
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T. AT day proved to be a day of 

events to Madame D' Illois, for the 
Baron could not have proceeded many 
miles on his journey before an expreſs 
came from the army, which brought to 
the Marchioneſs the melancholy news of 
the death of the Marquis D'Illois, who 


had been killed in a duel by a n 
officer two days before. 
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= letter which brought this ac- 

count, contained not any other par- 
ticulars ; but the reader's curioſity may 
probably lead him to enquire, what could 
poſſibly have been cauſe ſufficient to in- 
duce that man to draw a ſword, who 
had ſo often ſubmitted to bear the 


higheſt indignity that can be offered to 
an huſband, without an attempt to re- 


venge the inſult? Soon after the Marquis 
arrived at the army, he formed an ac- 
quaintance with a general officer, and 

they became in a very ſhort time the moſt 
intimate friends; however, Monſ. D'Illois 
(knowing that he was à man of univerſal 
gallantry, and that Julia's fidelity was 
not to be greatly relied on) kept with 

| S 2 unaccuſ- 


9 
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unaccuſtomed prudence, both his miſ- 
treſs and her abode from his knowledge; 
but the general had a ſervant, whoſe 
only merit was ſuch kind of diſcove- 
ries, and this man not only found out the 
whole ſecret, but carried ſeveral letters, 
and contrived matters fo well, that Julia 
received ſeveral viſits from his maſter 
without the leaſt ſuſpicion. 


FOLLY erer. 
Bur. unfortunately one night, when 
the Marquis was on duty, and the 
lovers thought themſelves very ſecure, 
Monſieur D'Illois got a brother officer 
to take his faſh, and, it being & beautiful 
moon, reſolved to viſit Julia by way of an 
agreeable 174 
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= Marquis, to his great ſurpriſe, 

found his fair one at ſupper with his 
General en famille; a magnificent preſent 
he had brought her lay on one chair, and 
his robe de chambre and night-cap on ano- 
ther, Enraged at the perfidy of his miſtreſs, 
and at finding himſelf fo evidently the 
dupe of his pretended friend, he upbraid- 
ed her with ingratitude, threw the preſent 
out of the window, and even ſtruck Ju- 
lia ſeveral times. The general ſtood by a 
calm ſpectator of his rage, but the Mar- 
quis in ruſhing by him out at the door, 
unfortunately trod upon his toe - pro- 
voked at the indignity, he demanded in- 
ſtant fatisfa&tion—D'Illois · diſdained to 
make any conceſſiofl caught up his 
ſword which hung in the room and 
they went out together immediately. 
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1 N ſullen ſilence they walked ſome paces 
from the village—both drew at the 
fame inſtant, and the Marquis having 
given his antagoniſt two flight wounds, 
was run through the body. The Gene- 
ral had the humanity to ſend ſome pea- 
ſants to his aſſiſtance, and they carried 
him to his tent, where he died in half an 
hour, yet lived long enough to generouſly 
declare himſelf the aggreſſor, by which 
means, as his adverſary had not any bad 
conſequences to dread, the death of the 
unfortunate. Marquis rather added to, 
chan diminiſhed the luſtre of his fame. 
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"ULIA returned directly to Paris, 
ſhewed herſelf at every /pefZacle more 
adorned and admired than ever; for 
what faſhionable man would not wiſh to 
be noticed by the beauty for whom D'Il- 
lois loſt his life? Thus ſhe bloomed for 
a ſhort time in the gay parterre of diſſipa- 
tion, till unfortunately falling in love 
with a gameſter, he ſtripped her of her 
ill-acquired riches; and after experienc- 
ing all the wretchedneſs human life can 
ſuffer, this celebrated beauty died for 
want in a garret, without a friend or 
lover to lament her death, 


* 
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T HE Marchioneſs was at firft really 
ſhocked at the unexpected death of 
Monſieur D'Illois—had him buried with 
the greateſt magnificence—after which ce- 
remony, his creditors ſeized all they could 
for payment, while his widow conſoled 
herſelf with a large Jointure, and declared 
the © ſhould not pay any debts he had con- 
8 tracted. Scarce had ſhe received com- 
pliments of condolance, before ſhe one 
evening received a note from her lover, 
(the Duke de Wilcan) in which he con- 
jured her to © wave the delicacy of her 
<« preſent ſituation, and to devote ſome 
& hours to love and his ſociety, and 
| * to 
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<< to come immediately to his perite mat- 
e fon, about three miles from Paris, as 
ehe had ſomething of the utmoſt conſe- 
ce quence to impart, which he ſhould 
ce have waited on her to acquaint her with, 
& did not decency forbid him to be ſeen 
going into her houſe,” Madame D'll- 
lois was long undetermined how to act, 
but at laſt her evil genius ſuggeſted to 
her, that the Duke's affection for her 
was ſuch, that it was not at all impro- 


bable he ſhould make her an offer of his 


hand, ſhe, therefore, judged it prudent 
to comply with his wiſhes, as her vanity 
would not only be extremely flattered by 
becoming a ducheſs, but it would enable 
her once more to enter the world, and 
with ſome kind of propriety, in another 
kingdom, and lay aſide a character of 
which ſhe was become weary. Full of theſe 
imaginary proſpects, ſhe ordered a fiacre, 

{© and 
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and informing her ſervants ſhe was going 


to viſit a diſtreſſed family, to whom ſhe 
wiſhed herrank to be ſecret, ſhould go un- 


attended, and ſhould afterwards viſit the 


Abbeſs of ——, where ſhe would, proba- 


bly ſpend the night, and appointed her 


carriage to be at the convent gate at noon 
the following day, if ſhe did not return 


before. Having thus taken every pro- 
per precaution to ſecure her from ſuſpi- 
cion, ſhe threw herſelf into the coach, and 
when at ſome little diſtance, ordered the 
coachman to drive to the Duke's petite 


maiſon with all poſſible expedition. 


— 
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HE Duke received the Marchioneſs 
with rapture, they ſupt with the 
utmoſt gaiety, and during the repaſt ſhe 
had every reaſon to hope her ambition 
would be amply gratified; at length 


Madame D'Illois propoſed to return 


home—the Duke urged her to ſtay all 
night—ſhe repreſented the impropriety of 
ſuch conduct - but importunity and in- 
clination prevailed over the decency of 


widowhood—ſhe then retired to reſt, and 


the Duke promiſed to follow after having 
written a letter which he was obliged to 
ſend off to Verſailles that evening. When 
ſhe entered her chamber, (where ſhe had 
often been accuſtomed to ſleep) ſhe found 
on her toilette a very elegant diſhabille, 
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ornamented in the higheſt ſtile that the 
moſt finiſhed coquette could deviſe—ſhe 
heſitated whether ſhe ſhould accept it— 
but charmed with the attention and mag- 
nificence of her lover, joined to a pre- 
ſumption that it would become ber extremely, 
' ſhe determined to gratify his wiſhes 
and her own vanity, by adorning herſelf 
in a manner ſo unbecoming either the 
recent widow of D'Illois, or the profeſſ- 
ed devotee. 
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H E had hardly compleated her toi- 

lette before the Duke entered the 
apartment, and he had ſcarce expreſſed 
his admiration of the additional graces 
ſhe received from his preſent, be- 
fore the door flew open, and in ruſh- 
ed the Viſcount, the provincial, and 
the financier, whoſe ſhouts of laughter, 
and ironical compliments (on the ſituati- 


on in which they found her), ſufficiently 


convinced the Marchioneſs that ſhe was 
| betrayed. Ready to fink with confuſion, 
ſhe covered her face with both her hands, 
and burſt into a flood of tears—but on 
hearing the Duke join with the reſt in 
ſome alluſion to the well-known ſtory 
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of the Epheſian matron—deſpair gave 
her words, and ſhe loudly aſſured them, 
te an inſult to a woman of her rank, 
« ſhould not go unpuniſhed;“ their 
laughter increaſed with her threats; and 
each having by turns, upbraided her 
with her hypocriſy, perfidy, and ingrati- 
tude, they at laſt ſuffered her to retire in the 
coach in which ſhe came, (which they 
had the precaution to retain for that pur- 
Poſe); - but not only maliciouſly oppoſ- 
ed the Marchioneſs from again putting 
on her weeds to return home - but deter- 
mined to keep her mourning habit as a 
trophy of the complete e they had 
thus obtained. 
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piritleſs, dejected, and miſerable to the 
laſt degree, the unhappy Marchio- 

neſs arrived at Paris--where the expreſſions 
of aſtoniſhment the ſervants made uſe of 
at ſeeing her return in a dreſs fo different 
from that in which ſhe went out, and fo 
uncommon in her preſent circumſtances, 
filled her with rage and threw her into 
agonies not / far from madneſs—ſhe conti- 
nued thus the whole night to the conſter- 
nation of the whole family, who not being 
able to form any poſitive opinion, wea- 
ried themſelves in vain endeavours to al- 
leviate her ſufferings. When ſhe became 
more calm, reflection encreaſed her deſ- 
pair, and convinced Madame D'11lois, that 
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the following day ſhe would become the 


jeſt of all Paris; ſhe therefore determined 


to take refuge i in the retirement of a con- 
vent, from thoſe arrows of ſatire which 


would be levelled againſt her; and accord- 


ingly went at day-break to the convent of 
— , Where it is to be feared ſhe (at leaſt 
for ſome years) ſhed more tears of vexation 
than repentance z,. and her temper being 
thus ſoured by misfortunes of her own 
creating, ſhe daily declaimed loudly 
againſt the ingratitude of the world, in 
which not one human being had ever received 
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